





“WISE FELLOW. 
JOHN HARVEY 


HE: “Our architect had a good 
idea when he suggested we build 
with concrete. Costs little if any 
more, and low upkeep and high 
resale value will protect our 
investment.” 


SHE: “Humph! I knew Harvey 
was smart the first time we met. 
And look what a darling design 
he has sketched. This will be 


the cutest house on the street.” 


HE: “Okay, Mrs. Intuition. But 
did he also tell you the reason 
why concrete homes are warm 
and dry in winter and cool in 
summer?” 


SHE: “Don’t be superior. I’ve 
read up on home construction 
and our friends have told us 
plenty about the comfort and 
livability of concrete homes. 
They make housekeeping easier, 
too—especially if you have 


He says we can stay 
within our budget 
and still have a home 


Concrete home of D.M.Praytor 
Birmingham, Ala. Chapman- 
Evans Construction Co 





of firesafe 


CONCRETE 


strong concrete floors that can’t 
sag or warp.” 

That’s practically the whole 
story. You can enjoy the endur- 
ing beauty of firesafe, storm- 
proof, termite-proof concrete 
and be money ahead. Any style 
you prefer, with a wide range of 
textures and colors. And concrete 
floorstakeany covering you wish. 


No matter what type of home 
you build, be sure it has a strong 
foundation and first floor of 
concrete. 


HOW TO GET A 
CONCRETE HOME 


Ask a Concrete Contractor or 
Concrete Products Manufac- 
turer (see phone directory) for 
names of architects and builders 
experienced in concrete. Write 
us for free booklet of concrete 
house design ideas. 


PORTLAND CEMENT ASSOCIATION, Dept. A3-9, 33 W. Grand Ave., Chicago, lil. 


A national organization to improve and extend the uses of concrete... through 
scientific research and engineering field work 
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lwo asv Steps Show 
You the Biggest Value! 


eg EE. Sees 


FIRST: See the 140 Qua. | PASAT ar 


x 


& with Leading High-Priced Car 


ity Chart to discover how 
“All Three”’ low-priced cars 
compareinsize, safety,com- 


fort, long life. 
SECOND: To find out what 


these facts mean to your en- 


joyment—take Plymouth’s 


thrilling Luxury Ride! 


NEW “ONE-TWO” WAY TO PICK YOUR BEST BUY... 


1 SEE THE QUALITY CHART... 
2. TAKE THE LUXURY RIDE 





How “‘All 3”’ low-priced cars stack up on 22 
features found in high-priced cars: 
PLYMOUTH has 21...CAR “2” has 11...CAR “3” has 8 


HE SWEEPING popularity of the 1940 
Plymouth is a direct testimonial to its 
superior beauty, size, comfort, quality. 
This year, Plymouth gives you 21 of the 
22 important quality features found in 
high-priced cars! 
See the Quality Chart at your nearby 
Plymouth dealer’s...and to find out the 
greater enjoyment low price can buy, take 
Plymouth’s thrilling Luxury Ride. 
MAJOR BOWES, C. B.S., THURSDAYS, 9-10 P. M., E.S.T. SEE THE NEW LOW-PRICED PLYMOUTH COMMERCIAL PICK-UP AND PANEL DELIVERY! 


PLYMOUTH BUILDS GREAT CARS 


SEE OUR GUARANTEE TO YOU .. Bent. . PAGE 113 








NO MODERN HOME 
SHOULD BE WITHOUT 
THIS GREAT TIME 
AND LABOR SAVER! 


GENERAL ELECTRIC 


| ELECTRIC 
INK. 3.3282! 





DISHES ARE WASHED 


THIS EASY WAY Wat, 
va 


1 Food wastes are scraped from 
dishes into sink in usual way. 


2 Dishes are quickly stacked in 
Dishwasher trays—silver, glasses, 
pots and pans, too. 


3 Cover is closed, controls are 
turned and the job is done. 

No chipping, no breakage—dishes 
do not move. They dry in their own 
heat and Dishwasher even cleans 
and dries itself. 

G-E Dishwasher available sepa- 
rately. $194.50 f.o.b. factory. 
Easy payment plan. 


GARBAGE !S DISPOSED OF 
THIS EASY WAY $25 
6: da 
3. 
Food wastes— peelings, pits, scraps, 
bones, etc. are scraped into sink 
drain. Down they go into the 
Disposall, where they are reduced 


to a pulp and washed away like 
waste water. Disposall cleans itself. 


G-E Disposall available separately. 
$99.50 f.0.b. factory. Terms. 














e ALL GARBAGE! 





ANISH the hateful, time-consum- 

ing tasks of “doing the dishes” 
and disposing of garbage. For only a 
few pennies a day the new G-E Elec- 
tric Sink will do both these jobs for 
you. It combines the proved General 
Electric Dishwasher and G-E Disposall 
in one beautiful appliance that re- 
places the old-fashioned sink and 
makes an old or new kitchen truly 
modern. Easily, quickly installed. See 
a demonstration or mail coupon for 
complete descriptive literature. 


If you have servants, or do 
your own housework, you, too, 
will find this new G-E Elec- 
tric Sink happily solves your 


small family equally well. 














” General Electric Co. 
Appliance Section SG 053 
Bridgeport, Conn. 


Send free literature on Electric Sink. 














“It’s Easy To Stay Young Electrically” 


GENERAL (Q ELECTRIC 
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REG. U. 8. PAT. OFF. 


SoMETIMES we have a notion that it would be very nice 
to move into a larger house. We may not worry very much 
about those marble staircases and luxurious swimming-pools 
that look so alluring in the movies. But we could do with one 
or two more rooms, and maybe a larger living-room. 

And yet, before making a change, it is well to think things 
over. The biggest house to be had isn’t of necessity the best 
house to live in. Whatever the size of a house, it should be 
adapted to the health, comfort, and financial circumstances 
of the occupying family. 

To apply the argument, smaller rooms that are air-con- 
ditioned may be more pleasant than larger rooms for which 
this improvement can’t = afforded. The smaller rooms are less 
expensive to heat, light, clean, and keep well decorated. 


- 2 


FoR THESE REASONS, the “stately home,” as it was called, 
has gone out of fashion. Many of these mansions are in the 
market for purchase at any price or are offered for rent. Not a 
few have been given away and survive, if at all, as showplaces 
or institutions of some kind. People who used to move into 
larger houses are only too anxious to move out again. The big- 
ger the property, the less attractive it is as an investment. 

Consider, for example, those great palaces that millionaires 
built on Fifth Avenue in New York City and elsewhere. Here ¢ 
were monuments of exceptional wealth. But John D. Rocke- 
feller, who is something of an expert on that subject, tells us 
that such wealth isn’t intended for display. It*®a solemn trust 
to be administered for the benefit of mankind, and he has 
therefore pulled down his father’s house off Fifth Avenue. 

On sentimental grounds we are sorry to see these pic- 
turesque landmarks of a rapidly receding past become no 
more than a memory. But it means that a more genuine civili- 
zation is advancing. We are ridding ourselves of wrong con- 
ceptions of the home, and are arriving at right conceptions. 
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SLOWLY BUT SURELY we are learning by experience that 
homes are shrines of life, enjoyed to the full by one generation 
and handed on to another, to be yet more fully enjoyed. This 
is what we mean when we say that there is no place like home. 
Nowhere in this world except in the home is life itself the one 
essential and absorbing interest. 

The disappearance of the “stately home” means leveling 
down. The clearance of slums means leveling up. And the re- 
sult of the leveling is the average home where people are liv- 
ing. This is the home Better _ cooee & Gardens is trying to 
make into the better home that it ought to be, and attention 
should be given to details that, on first thought, seem to be 
trivial. Let me illustrate: 

Chairs in a museum, with their gilt and brocade, may be 
interesting as examples of style. But chairs in a home are in- 
tended to be sat upon, tho they should also be of good design. 
Books in a home should be books that people like to take from 
the shelf and read. Near the piano there should be music, not 
too difficult, that people can play. In every home there should 
be games ready at hand. They cost only a trifle and no evening 
is full when a congenial party joins heartily in a game. 








Baar 


YES, DEVELOP FIRST the vital resources of the home that you 
have, whatever be its size, and the years may 

ass before you want a larger home. Ard it may Shi 

Pe that you will never wish to make the move. G2 


BETTER HOMES & GARDENS, MARCH, 1940 
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ADVERTISING PAGES REMOVFr 


The swings were gay in summertime 
When tall trees cast their shade, 
They were the center of a group 
Where laughing children played— 
They knew so little rest, these swings, 
And yet they never failed 
In giving pleasure and delight 
As thru the air they sailed. 


Photograph: John W. Barry 


The swings are still in wintertime, 
No longer do they sweep 
Between the vivid earth and sky— 
Close wrapped in snow, they sleep. 
And, oh, I like to think they dream 
Of swaying leaves and flowers, 
And children’s voices, sweet with mirth, 


And drifting, sun-drenched hours! 


— Margaret E. Sangster 








You wouldn’t buy a hat 
that didn’t fit 





IN HOME INSULATION, TOO— 
IT’S THE “FIT” THAT COUNTS! 


Don’t be “skimped”... You can 
have Johns-Manville Rock Wool , 
PROPERLY installed for as little as— 


HEN a man buys a hat, 
ood mdterial is not 
enough—it must also fit! 
Johns-Manville engineers 
looked upon the insulation of 
homes the same way. The first 
thing they did was to make the 
most efficient fireproof Rock 
Wool known. But good material 
is not enough! . . . The installa- 
tion must also be honest, com- 
omy and thorough down to the 
ast dormer-window corner. 
And here’s where your local 
J-M Home Insulation contrac- 
tor comes in. He doesn’t skimp. 
He does the job thoroughly, 
completely insulating all heat 
leaking spaces in your house. 
That is why a Johns-Manville 
insulation job pays for itself 
with fuel savings up to 30%. 


You get a written estimate 


Johns-Manville Insulation con- 
tractors are all trained men. 
Before you buy, they specify in 
writing exactly what needs to 


Send for Free Book, “Comfort that Pays for itself.” Tells how J-M Home 
Insulation reduces fuel bills up to 30%—makes houses up to 15° cooler on 
hottest summer days ... Find out what it will do for you. 


Mail 





Name 






be done to thoroughly insulate 
your home. J-M Home Insula- 
tion contractors have insulated 
over 200,000 homes in the last 
ten years. Rely on your local 
J-M contractor for a fair price 
—a thorough insulation job. 








Here is What Happens in a “Skimped” 
Job: Note voids... “Leaky,” incom- 
plete insulation will cause cold spots. 
A J-M job is complete in every detail— 
J-M Rock Wool is “blown” to the ex- 
act, efficient firmness that helps keep 
winter heat IN and summer heat OUT. 





this Coupon... NOW! 


Johns-Manville, Dept. BHG-3, 22 E. 40th St., New York 
Send me FREE illustrated book telling the amazing 
story of J-M Rock Wool Home Insulation. 
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State. 
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To help us serve you better, please check whether 
you plan insulating— 


(See advertisement on page 90 in this magazine 


O new house [ present home 







JME 






JOHNS-MANVILLE wsivation 


for information on J-M insulation for new homes.) 











of a Plain Dirt Gardener 


REG. U. 8. PAT. OFF. 


By Harry R. O’Brien 


Caricatures by Tom Carlisle 


Home to work I come 

Match / this afternoon. The first 
undone chore is the tools. I like to 
finish it before the wet weather sets 
in. So I rounded up every tool on the 
place, scraped off dirt with an old 
knife, sharpened edges with a new 
file, painted metal parts with oil, 
wiped off surplus, and polished 
wooden handles with an oiled rag. 
Donald was to help, but about all 
he managed to do was to take some 
flashlight pictures of me as I did the 
work. He thinks maybe somebody 
some day will want to see how we 


do it. 

This Saturday marks 
Match 4 the return to active 
business of Suburban Landscape 
Maintenance Service, Unincorpo- 
rated and Unlimited—to wit, Don- 
ald, David, and Yours Truly, and by 
spells, Maggie. We rallied round 
and began another garden year in 
earnest. First job was to prune 
shrubbery and hedges. 

I made the initial attack on the 
hedge at the northwest side of the 
garden, the one that is Maggie’s 
pride and joy. She even hates to see 
me touch it. But it needs a general 
haircut and this I proceeded to do, 
armed with several kinds of tools. 
This isn’t a formal hedge, tho it 
must be kept within — informal 
bounds. 

This hedge is Amur Maple, bo- 
tanically Acer ginnala. It’s vigorous 
growing and must be in a place 
where it has plenty of room. In 
summer, its heavy cover of light 
green foliage makes a thick screen 
behind which the utilitarian com- 
post pile is hidden from visiting eyes. 
In fall the foliage is as rich as an 
Oriental rug. 

While I was doing this, Donald 
followed me around with the reflex 
camera, taking pictures of the proc- 
ess and of a bagworm which I 
found clinging to a branch. David 
climbed on the tool shed. Donald 
handed him the camera and he took 
a picture from that vantage point. 





“With David at the pump, we 
set out to spray the shrubs” 


Now, sad to relate, much of our 
shrubbery is infested with scale. 
Don’t ask me which of the various 
kinds of scale. I probably have ’em 
all. The lilacs, the forsythias, the elm 
trees, this maple hedge, and some 
other shrubs have scales. So I aim to 
give about every shrub and tree on 
the place a dormant spray. 

With David at the pump handle 
and me at the nozzle, we set out to 
spray the shrubs around the house 
foundation with a dormant mis- 
cible oil spray. But the wind proved 
to be so strong that after one spray- 
erful, we had to stop. 





**For two years I’ve uncovered 
roses while they’re dormant”’ 


(Note—To save space by con- 
densing what happened on several 
other days, we were halted one 
evening when the weather got too 
cold. It isn’t safe to put on miscible 
oil if it is down to 40 or below. We 
finished the foundation spraying 
with this oil, for it won’t spot walls 
or walks or fence. Then to save ex- 
pense, we finished up the rest with 
lime sulphur. This is easy to mix 
but is irritating to eyes and nose, 
so we had to be careful. Donald, 
four years older than David, worked 
better at pumping the sprayer, for 
he could give a stronger and more 
even pressure, and the better the 
pressure, the better the job of 
spraying.) 

Donald and I cleaned off the cold- 
frame and electric hotbed and put 
on the sash. Over the coldframe I’ve 
glass, but over the hotbed I use sash 
of a composition material that is 
made over wire mesh. This is much 
lighter than glass, and Maggie or the 
boys can lift it off and on when I’m 
away from home. 

Indoors, to hear the last act of 
“Il Trovatore” coming over the air 
waves from the Metropolitan Opera 
in New York. I’ve often tried to find 
words to relate just why I like to 
garden, why other folks like to gar- 
den. And here, Verdi has said it in 
song and lyric music when he wrote 
“Home to Our Mountains,” that 
great duet in the last act of “Il 
Trovatore.” [ Turn to page 104 
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Kead these letters {rom families who 
have bought their second relrigerator ! 


They are honest, simple, straightforward. They tell why more 


people every year are changing to Servel Electrolux—the only 
automatic that freezes silently with NO MOVING PARTS! 














en 





7 “This time we wanted silence—and no fool- ““What a relief—no moving parts to wear! 3 “Its simple operation convinced us chat the 
ing!” writes Mrs. G. P. of Atchison, Kan. That was reason enough for us to change to a 


gas refrigerator was the one to get this time!” 


“Naturally, our choice was a Servel Electrolux. Servel Electrolux,” says Mrs.S.P.of Brooklyn,N.Y. reports Mrs.W.J.C. of Dorchester, Mass. ““When we 
You czn’t hear a thing, even though you’re “To anyone who’s had experience with another saw how a tiny flame takes the place of parts that 
right beside it in the kitchen. And friends tell us kind, the idea of a refrigerator that works without move, we decided that Servel Electrolux ought to last 
you never will!” machinery seems almost too good to be true!” us a mighty long time. And never get noisy, either.” 























««We can’t say enough for the way it saves!” says Mrs. 

H.R. A. of Dallas, Texas. “Of course, my husband always 
takes the credit for changing to a Servel Electrolux. But really 
it was my doing. Our gas refrigerator runs for just a few cents 
a day, and this cost does not increase. Another thing, we 
never have to put out a penny now for repairs.” 


SEE OUR GUARANTEE TO YOU .. PH . . PAGE 113 


— 





AND BESIDES... THE 1940 SERVEL ELECTROLUX 
IS ADAPTABLE TO YOUR EVERY NEED! 


MOIST COLD 
DRY COLD 


you ga 
BOTH! 





DEW-ACTION FRESHENER. Mois- DRY OR MOIST MEAT STORAGE. 
ture falls like dew fromtheunder Permits you to have dry cold or 
side of glass cover... keepsfruits moist cold for meats, simply by 
and vegetables garden-fresh. changing position of the cover. 


PLUS ... these other big features: Adjustable Interior Arrangement, 
Frozen Food Storage Compartment, Trigger Release for Trays, Flexi- 
ble Metal Ice Cube Release, 3-Position Sliding Shelf, One-Piece 
Steel Cabinet. 


SEE SERVEL AT YOUR GAS COMPANY or neighborhood 
dealer’s showrooms. Remember, your own gas company offers 
prompt service facilities for every Servel Electrolux it installs. 


slaw 
Jhe 
IF YOU LIVE BEYOND THE MAINS, 
* RVE L THERE ARE MODELS TO RUN 
$ ALSO ON BOTTLED GAS 


Pub teteee TANK GAS or KEROSENE 


Gao KRefecgeratoe Write for details to Servel, Inc., Evansville, Ind. 


























Take @ 


FROM BUILDERS 
OF STREAMLINERS 


Insulate your home 
with /ow-cost 




















Mr. John W. Davitt, consulting engineer, Poestenkill, N. Y.. 
remodeled and KIMsUL insulated this 150-year-old farmhouse. 
Mr. Davitt says: “I recognize that you have combined simplic- 
ity, flexibility, permanence, and high insulating value in 
Krwsut so that the result is a first-class job of insulation .. 











+ 


Millions of Square Feet Now In Use 
Prove KIMSUL’S Outstanding Ability! 


® Builders of crack streamliners choose KIMSUL* in- 
sulation to add to the comfort of passengers! Engineers, 
expert buyers of insulation, also use KIMSUL to insulate 
motor cars, busses, refrigerators and wherever positive 
protection against heat, cold and noise is wanted. 


Permanent Protection Against 
Heat and Cold 


KIMSUL lasts as long as your house: It is made of the 
same material as your house! KIMSUL is wood—it’s 
wood transformed by the magic of modern i 
chemistry into one of the safest, most efficient FF. 
and lasting home insulations known to science! 
KIMSUL is low in cost, soon pays for itself in 
savings on fuel while it provides year ‘round 
comfort for you and your family. Highly 
resistant to fire and moisture, KIMSUL 
relieves you of all insulation worries. 

Enjoy the comfort of a completely 
KIMSUL- Insulated Home. Find out how 
little it costs! 


Mail Coupon Today! 
*Reg. U.S. and Can. Pat. Off. 








KIMSUL WON'T SAG, 
SETTLE OR PULL AWAY 
FROM WALL. THESE 
ROWS OF STRONG 
STITCHING WONT LET IT! 

























KIMBERLY-CLARK CORPORATION (Kimsul Division) 
Established 1872 BHG-3 

8 South Michigan Ave., Chicago 

Send Free Book :““Greater Comfort—W inter and Summer”’ 
















TATTLE TALES 


Resemblance? Writes Samuel Halevy, Cambridge, Massachusetts: 
‘The other day one of our neighbors asked us if we saw the picture of our 
boy on the cover of Better Homes & Gardens for November. She forthwith 
handed us the cover in which a boy and a little dog are enjoying a candied 
apple together, and lo and behold! There was a remarkable resemblance 
to our boy.” 

We’ll leave it to you. Is there a resemblance? (See pictures.) 


Spinach Glorification: Do you remember this Man Next Door para- 
graph? 

“Nothing in the refrigerator seems to 
have the immortality of a small dish of 
leftover spinach. It seems to me the same 
dab of spinach has been behind the but- 
ter-bowl all ten years since we were 
married.” 


Wert, Harry S. Morris, Portland, 
Maine, did, too, and he writes: “It re- 
quired the mighty efforts of Popeye to re- 
move spinach from its place behind the 
eight ball. Now we find it lodged behind 
the butter-bowl! Has the good wife of 
“The Man Next Door’ ever explored 
the possibility of warming up that little 
dab of spinach, and serving it in individ- 
ual portions, each one crowned with a 
poached egg, with perhaps a slice of ba- 
con added? Again, it may be served 
either hot or cold, garnished with slices 
of hard-boiled egg. 

“The first method I learned from an 
Austrian chef; the second, quite by acci- 
dent, at a fishing camp where a single 
campfire proved inadequate for cooking 
the several dishes which we hastily threw 
together as night descended upon us. 
Cold spinach tastes better than it sounds.” 





Mr. Halevy of Massachusetts 
asks if you think this boy... 


Post-mortems: A California reader 
calls Frank Brock and us to task on the 
reference, in a recent issue, to termites and 
the statement that termites begin at the 
ground. It seems that they have a pet 
variety in California which does do its... resembles this youngster 
dirty work in attics (drywood termites). whose photograph appeared 
Fortunately, only the subterranean ter- on the November 1939 cover? 
mite is widespread over the rest of the 

country, the damp- and drywood varieties being confined to certain regions. 





Orner Americas, New York travel agency, shouts “Help, help,” and 
asks us please to apologize to Better Homes & Gardens families that over- 
whelmed them with requests for literature as a result of the interest stirred up 
by Better Homes & Gardens’ recent article on Mexico. The bureau, like most 
travel service agencies, regrettably has no material for classroom use. 


Last Article: The articlein a recent issue entitled ““This Hoosier Grows 
Lemons,” by Benjamin Wallace Douglass, was published posthumously— 
altho not by intent. Mr. Douglass passed away on December 6, just a few 
days before the issue carrying his interesting dissertation on Yankee lemon- 
growing appeared. Altho he was working on two books at the time of his 
death, the article was the last he wrote for publication; and incidentally, 
this is one of few posthumous publications in Bétter Homes & Gardens. 


Cheering With the Cook Beek: We pass this along as merely an 
interesting item. From a letter from Elizabeth T. Nelson, Evanston, Illi- 
nois, we lift the following: 

“I find your cook book an unusually welcome gift. I have given one to 
a bereaved mother who had lost interest in life. One of her first normal 
activities after the drowning of her only son was making fudge for a school 
candy sale, using the cook-book recipe. Another I gave to an older woman, 
bedridden for months with a broken hip. It helped her pass many an hour, 
and who knows but that it helped her recovery? When my daughter, a 
student nurse, entered diet-kitchen service, I presented her with one. She 
has told me that all the dishes prepared from your book called forth praise. 


‘SA BRIDE ‘wHo knows nothing about cooking’ asked me to recommend 
a cook book. Hers is one of the three I’m now ordering. This morning I’m 
giving another to a young woman from Bulgaria to take back to her native 
land as a souvenir . . . perhaps this gift is the most thrilling of which I’ve 
told you. It will be a surprise to her, and I can hardly wait till it comes... . 
Of course, I love the book myself. It’s the favorite of an actual five-foot 
shelf of cook books (including four editions of the Boston Cook Book) which 
I’ve been collecting for 28 years. I have a 1930 edition of the BH&G Cook 
Book which has been used so much it’s falling apart. . . . Just had to go 


personal for once!” 
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PLANT-RAISING BUGABOOS l™Oxcthe Zn... 


ADVERTISING PAGES. REMOV?) 


POxcthe an with those much-fought-over hor- 


mones which have hastened seed germination, made hard-to-root 


cuttings take hold quickly, and produced fruits as fatherless as 


that rebbit sired by a pinch of table salt. Will they work for you? 


coher ING was a cinch until science 
muscled in. If things didn’t grow, they 
didn’t, and that was that. 

But since the professors began fantastic 
things like growing roots on flower petals 
and producing giant flowers with that old 
and deadly poisonous gout treatment, col- 
chicine, things have become so befuddled 
that even the professors are beginning to 
com )lain. One recently lamented to us, 
“Ten years ago I knew all about floricul- 
ture. Now I don’t know anything at all 
about it.” 

Beginning to crystallize, however, is this 
widely ballyhooed, much studied matter of 
plant hormones, or hormone-like chemicals 
called growth substances. Some of these sub- 
stances are ready to go to work in your 
garden right now. 

We’ve seen hundreds of hard-to-root cut- 
tings well-rooted with’ these hormones. 
We’ve seen them rooted at the United 
States Department of Agriculture experi- 
ment station at Beltsville, Maryland. And 
we’ve seen them rooted all across the coun- 
try to the California Institute of Technology 
greenhouses in Pasadena. There, six-month- 
old camellias and azaleas looked like two- 
year-old plants in size and flowers. Lemons 
and other fruit trees chemically rooted 
were considerably larger than normally 
rooted stock, most of the lemons already 
bearing excellent fruit at the adolescent age 
of nine months. One out of four avocado 
cuttings was striking root, where once not 
one in a hundred succeeded. 

The evidence is indisputable. Tho plants 
vary sharply in their response, striking re- 
sults can be obtained if the substances and 
cuttings are handled rightly. Often they 
aren’t, and then the growth substances 
are damned. One trouble is that they’ve 
been recommended for many things they 
can’t do. 


What Are Hermones? [n the laboratory, 
growth substances produce roots from plant 
stems, from leaves, even from fruits. Such 
spectacular work has tended to obscure re- 
search on many other uses. In animals, you 
know, hormones are secreted by the glands. 
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Effective in minute amounts, they make us 
tall or squatty, thin or fat, angry or affec- 
tionate, feminine or masculine. They change 
adolescents to men, and men, when some of 
the glands give out, to old men. They’re 
found in such familiar secretions as saliva, 
pepsin, and urine; and even in body organs 
themselves, like the liver and kidneys. 

That’s just a sampling of how vital they 
are in making a man what he is or isn’t. In 
plants their role has been pretty well mapped 
out. They’re formed in the leaf, bud, or tip 
of the plant. And they regulate stem growth, 
new root formation, bud development, and 
setting of fruit. 

Strangely, plant hormones are made by 
animals, and animal hormones by plants. 
Theelin, the powerful female sex hormone, 
is formed by plants and has a strong stimu- 
lating effect on plant growth when strong 
doses are added to the soil. Four thousand 
years before Christ, when nobody had any 
idea of hormones, the Egyptians believed 
they could diagnose pregnancy and even 
predict sex. To test if a woman was with 
child, they poured her urine over a sowing 
of barley and wheat. If the barley seeding 
was stimulated, the child would be a girl. 
If the barley growth was stunted and the 
wheat stimulated, it would be a boy. Ex- 
perimenters at the Bavarian University of 
Wurzburg a few years ago checked on the 
method and guessed right in four out of 
five cases. 


New Uses Discovered But to get down 
to more recent research. Four years ago a 
Russian, Cholodny, soaked oat, corn, and 
wheat seeds in an indoleacetic-acid solution 
—one of the plant hormones—and reported 
a 55 percent larger crop. Two years ago a 
Canadian, Grace, found that hormone-dust 
treatment of oat, wheat, corn, and tomato 
seed before planting resulted in much faster 
root development. And that same year two 
Germans, Amlong and Naundorf, reported 
that hormone treatment of old or sluggish 
seed stimulated germination, and on sugar 
beets produced a 157 percent increase in 
crop. And Stier and DuBuy at the Univer- 
sity of Maryland reported [| Turn to page 108 
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Drth Gn with what looks like a fool-proof new 


way of raising seedlings, not in flats of soil but in clean sand 


- - - Simple, easy. inexpensive 


By Alfred Putz 


ee plant culture, much bally- 
hooed, has developed a truly amazing off- 
shoot—what looks like an almost fool-proof 
way to grow your own plants from seed. So 
remarkable are the results that it takes real 
effort to hold one’s enthusiasm for this meth- 
od in check for fear that, tho the truth is told, 
the account of it may sound too good to be 
true. 

Instead of sowing your seed in flats of 
soil and hovering over them like a hen with 
chicks, you sow them in clean sand, water 
them with a nutrient solution, and forget 
about them for days at a stretch. And, 
strangely, they grow. Seeds that heretofore 
succeeded only in the hands of the expert 
reveal themselves as easy to grow as zinnias 
and marigolds. 

This new method is simple and inexpen- 
sive. There’s no shifting of the seedlings from 
one position to another—they can sit in full 
sunlight and take it. The bugaboo of water- 
ing is solved. No more need to worry about 
the right amount of water tobe given at a 
time. Damping-off, that scout®e of starting 
plants from seed, seems practically banished. 

I’m one who looks with strong suspicion 
upon shortcuts and schemes that promise 
quick and fool-proof results, but this method 
has been used by a number of experimenters 
now, including the United States Depart- 
ment of Agriculture, with marked success. 


Liitle Equipment Needed One appeal- 
ing feature is its inexpensiveness. While 
shallow seed pans, either round or square, 
are preferable, a shallow box will do almost 
as well. The shallow, thin-walled, so-called 
fern pans are particularly nice to use. What- 
ever container is used, it must be scrupu- 
lously clean. Old soil and especially any 
scum must be removed with a stiff brush. 

Besides the container you’ll need clean 
sand of medium size. Clean it must be. All 
soil particles and dead plant material, in- 
cluding humus, must be removed by wash- 
ing the sand in several changes of clean 
water. Builder’s sand, tho it might look 
clean to the eye, is best subjected to a thoro 
washing, too. Stir the sand in the water, 
repeating as often as necessary until the 
water is clear. 

All containers must have drainage holes, 
tho these openings admit water instead of 
letting it escape. To keep the sand from sift- 
ing thru these holes, they must be covered 
in some way without blocking out the water. 
Small squares cut from bronze mosquito 
wire, or a small wad of boiled, dry sphag- 
mum moss serve well. The usual piece of 
crock can’t be recommended, because if it 
fits tightly enough to hold the sand it 
practically blocks out water. 


How to Sow Seed [Fill the pans or boxes 
with sand to about a quarter inch below the 
brim. It doesn’t matter if it’s wet or dry. A 
little pounding will help settle it. Sow fine 
seeds like begonia, calceolaria, cineraria, 
and snapdragon right on the surface. Larger 
ones must be covered carefully. If large seeds 
are left on the surface, the roots, instead of 
entering the soil promptly, travel along the 
surface in search of an opening to enter. 
When this happens, replant carefully to cor- 
rect the trouble. Once the seeds are sown, 
put a pane of glass over the container and 
then a piece of dark paper over this glass 
to shade the sowing. 

Without further delay place the seed con- 
tainers in shallow dishes of water. Until the 
seeds germinate, hold the water level within 
a half inch of the sand surface. If the sand is 
slow in absorbing water, lift the pan and 
with a stick carefully poke at the material 
above the drainage hole to dislodge it a 
little. This can be done without causing 
more than a few mere cracks in the surface 
of the sand. 

As soon as the seeds germinate, remove 
the paper and glass to admit light and air. 


How to Handle Seedlings [from this 
point on, another of your troubles disap- 
pears, because no shifting of the pans from 
one position to another is necessary to give 
them plenty of light yet protect them from 
direct rays of the sun. Seedlings in sand kept 
at a constant water level can stand right in 
full sunlight without the slightest harm. ‘The 
abundance of moisture thus provided com- 
bats not only the heat of the sun but also the 
intensity of the light. If you should fear an 
excess of moisture as the seedlings gain size, 
it’s a simple matter to lower the water level 
in the outside dishes. 

And here’s a point of extra importance. By 
choosing large, open containers for the water, 
you can leave for a weekend or longer, yet be 
sure the plants won’t suffer in the least. For 
longer periods it’s a simple matter to arrange 
for a constant water level by using one or two 
inverted gallon jugs which will keep the out- 
side pan filled up to the level of the bottle’s 
mouth, as shown in the illustration. 


When to Feed Your small seedlings will 
thrive admirably in water and sand for sev- 
eral weeks without feeding; in fact, those 
grown for the garden appear to get along very 
well until quite advanced in growth. In the 
meantime, they’ll make an extensive system 
of healthy white roots that are a pleasure to 
look at when transplanting time arrives. 
Whenever feeding seems to be in order, 
replace the water with nutrient solution 
about one-quarter the strength the manu- 
facturer recommends for adult plants. Altho 
there are many formulas for making your 
own nutrient solution, there are a number 
already mixed and on the market in liquid 
or in powder form. After [ Turn to page 95 
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Hea with better-made, better-controlled cold- 


frames, which cost little, are easy to make, and yet somehow 


are altogether too infrequently used 


By Winifred Hayward 


Do MY MIND, acoldframe is the greatest 
fun of all gardening. After one season with 
my coldframe, one season of the joyful ex- 
perience of nursing baby seedlings thru to 
maturity and being rewarded with success 
beyond my dreams, I wonder why I spent so 
many years and so much money in buying 
potted plants each spring. 

In one season my coldframe has paid for 
itself. Plus that I’ve had the convenience of 
having everything at hand for planting and 
a good surplus of plants to replace those in 
the garden which, by accident or bugs, met 
an untimely end. 

There’s nothing complicated about cold- 
frame management. Once you have one, 
you'll never try to get along without one, 
just as once you become accustomed to an 
automobile it becomes a necessity. The most 
common use is in giving plants an early start 
so that you have a blooming garden as much 
as a month ahead of season. But for propa- 
gation and for winter protection of half- 
hardy plants, a coldframe has no equal. 

I’ve seen many coldframes and I’ve seen 
many seedlings rot off at the surface of 
the ground, and it seemed to me that I 
could make improvements at no extra cost 
to guard against such disappointments. I 
believe I have. 


How I Built It Since coldframes should 
be in a sunny exposure and in a well-drained 
spot, my coldframe is built up against the 
south side of the house with the sash sloping 
toward the sun. 

I bought three sash 3 by 6 feet, made with 
overlapping glass panes to guard against 
rain dripping in. The three cost $7.50. Used 
bricks for the foundation cost $3, and the 
lumber used to make a slanting framework 
on which the sash rest cost $3. Total ma- 
terials cost $13.50. 

Size of my coldframe was governed by the 
size of the three sash placed alongside each 
other—6 feet by 9 feet. The soil below the 
frame was dug out to a depth of 3 feet. This 
was filled with a foot of coarse gravel, and 
on top of that, a foot of cinders. This gave 
me good drainage. Around the edge on the 
cinders I laid four double rows of bricks 
to insure a firm foundation. 

Inside the bricks on top of the cinders I 
poured a foot of coarse sand. This brought 
the bed up to ground level. (I use no soil 
in my coldframe.) 

Two more double rows of bricks were then 
added above ground, and a top row then set 
across the last double row to give it a neat 
appearance. This wall, when finished, was 
12 inches above ground level. 

I’ve seen a number of coldframes made 
entirely of wood, but they don’t last as 
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long and they don’t hold the heat as well. 

In sections having severe winters, a poured- 
concrete base is preferable tho not essential. 
It’s heavier and tighter than brick, thus 
eliminating all cracks and retaining the 
maximum of heat. 

On top of our brick foundation we made a 
wood frame in which the sash fit. It’s higher 
in back so that the sash slant and thus carry 
off the rain and let as much sunlight inside 
as possible. After giving the frame two coats 
of white paint, we hinged the sash on the 
back edge of the frame. 

To hold the sash up when open, we put a 
screw-eye in the edge of each. I have three 
tall posts available, each with several hooks 
screwed into it. Thus the screw-eye can be 
hooked into any of the hooks on the post and 
the sash kept open to any height desired. 


Methods of Heating We ran an electric 
cable out from the basement into the cold- 
frame and fitted up two electric bulbs inside. 
These bulbs are lighted when it’s freezing 
outside, and in our Oklahoma climate they 
give just sufficient heat to keep the plants safe. 

A thermometer hanging inside tells me 
when to open or shut the sash. 

This method of heating wouldn’t do for 
northern states. However, there are several 
electrical devices on the market for heating 
hotbeds to any temperature desired. The cost 
of such a heating set is around $16 to $18; 
the cost of operation depends upon how well 
the coldframe is constructed and how shel- 
tered it is from winds. For northern states 
maximum current consumption has proved 
to be around $4.80 a month while the cold- 
frame is in use. 

Plants must have fresh air. Even in winter 
your coldframe can often be opened during 
the sunniest part of the day, even just a little 
crack. I cover my frame on cold nights 
with old rugs. 

I sow all my seeds in flats small enough to 
handle—5 inches deep and 16 inches square. 
I use a mixture of 1 part rich soil, 1 part 
leafmold, and 1 part sand. This mixture is 
sterilized with a dust made by mixing 5 
ounces of commercial formaldehyde with 
1.8 pounds of peatmoss. It should be stored 
in a covered container until used. One small 
handful is sufficient for a barrowful of soil. 
Soil may also be sterilized by baking in the 
oven, but this is a tedious method. 

I disinfect my seeds with one of the com- 
mercial products sold for that purpose. 


Sew Seed Six Weeks Early [ usually 
sow annuals for summer bloom six weeks 
earlier than the usual time for sowing them 
in the open ground. But I [ Turn to page 112 





Year-around uses of coldframes are discussed in 
Better Homes & Gardens’ 8-page leaflet g-c-4, ““Hot- 
beds and Coldframes, Their Construction and 
Use,” price 6 cents. For it, write 5203 Meredith 
Building, Des Moines, Iowa. 
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PAINTING 
POINTERS 


~ ba 


Things you ought to 
know to get a lasting, handsome 


paint job at a fair price 


By Carl Maas \ bua 


a piece of news in paint is that 
paint-making has become an exact science 
and that we’ve rediscovered color as an ar- 
chitectural weapon. The former you may 
have suspected; the latter may come as a 
surprise. 

Until this trend toward color began, it 
seemed likely that the American landscape 
was soon going to be monotonously dotted 
with millions of gigantic cubes of white sug- 
ar. Our houses were losing their individu- 
alities in straii jackets of white. 

There are two basic approaches to the 
use of exterior color. The first is color for 
color’s sake. The second is color to correct 
architectural deficiencies. 

There’s plenty of precedent for color. 
European homes from the Mediterranean to 
the land of the fjords have long gloried in 
peacock brilliance. Pinks, blues, greens, yel- 
lows, grays, and browns have been used for 
peasant cottage and manor house alike. 
Richer and brighter colors have been used 
for accent and trim. Even in America we 
find an occasional salt-box house painted a 
brave barn-red and trimmed with white. 
During the early nineteenth century, de- 
spite the taste for white, we find many a 
Greek Revival house painted yellow, gray, 
or pale lavender-gray and trimmed with 
white or light blue. 


Which Color? Factors determining selec- 
tion of exterior color are style and type of 
house, materials it’s built of, situation of the 
house in relation to the highway or street, 
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COLOR SCHEME Color can give a house come-hither or go- 
shudder. It can correct architectural shortcomings. Too-large dormers 
look smaller if painted dark like the roof. Too-small chimneys look 
larger if white with a black cap. Too-tall houses look lower if the second 
story is darker than the first, if shutters and windows are painted one 
color to make a horizontal band across the house 





PREPARATION A good painter burns off peeling paint, sandpapers 
wrinkles, cleans gutters, nails down loose clapboards and shingles, 
replaces small pieces missing, touches up bare spots, and, after the first 
coat of paint is applied, putties cracks, nail holes, open joints, and 
around window glass. He brings his materials in their original, sealed 
containers, with labels intact, so you know what you get 














WORKING CONDITIONS Painting is a fair-weather job, strictly 
so. Don’t let your painter work when the temperature is below 40 
degrees, because cold paint thickens too much for proper brushing. 
Don’t let him work when it’s above 90, or when the weather is damp, 
or before the morning sun has thoroly dried the surface, or when there’s 





excessive dust or many insects in the air 


neighboring houses, background, and geo- 
graphical location. Georgian, French, and 
similar formal styles of architecture should 
be formally painted light gray, beige, 
creams, and other off-white tints. More in- 
formal styles can be more brightly colored. 
In accenting the formal house, use restraint. 
In accenting the informal house, let your 
conscience be your guide. The small house 
can be made to appear larger by painting it 
a light color. Greens, blues, and other cool, 
light-absorbing colors are best in a bright, 
sunny climate. In other words, the barn-red 
house is beautiful against the rich summer 
foliage or the winter snows of a New Eng- 
land hillside, but it would never do at all in 
Florida or California. Aside from these con- 


ditions, selecting a color remains entirely a 
matter of personal taste. 


How Color Corrects Architecture Now 
consider the second basis for color—to con- 
ceal minor faults and bring out the best ar- 
chitectural points of your house. If your 
house looks too high or dormers seem too 
large, the chimney looks too small or the 
front entrance inconspicuous, don’t gnash 
your nails in frustration, but correct these 
faults with color. 

Warm colors—reds, purples, oranges, and 
so forth—are called advancing colors. Ob- 
jects painted in warm colors seem to be 
larger, nearer, and consequently more im- 
portant. Objects painted in so-called cool 
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PAINT QUALITY Check the composition of the paint used. 
Sel Seed Uagpedbenl bs liseed ol tarponstne, bdo and, nl ctr 
proved ingredients as linseed oil, turpentine, white lead, and other 
pigments discussed in the story. Gyps gain bulk with useless 
materials such as chalk, sand, and water—sometimes as much as 
35 percent water. For you, they’re an expensive economy 











WORKMANSHIP AND SKILL Painting yourhome is no job 
for a “handy man,” because spreading paint is only a part of the prob- 


lem. Only an experienced man can do the work properly. Check up 
your painter's references and check the work he has done for others. 
The return on your investment depends both on the paint used and the 


degree of skill with which it’s applied 







CONTRACT Put it in writing, with definite specifications, so there'll 
be no misunderstanding. Make it cover ev ing you want painted 
—the house, sash, trim, roof, blinds, screens, leaders and gutters, 
garage, fences, trellises—the preliminary preparation on each, the 
number of coats, and the exact paint for each coat. Specify that shrubs 
are to be covered, flowers protected, no litter left 


# Volatile 


# Water 
Oils 


+ Pigments 


colors—blue, blue-green, and green—seem 
subdued and smaller. Things painted in op- 
posite or complementary colors, when placed 
next to each other, take on an added im- 
portance. Thus when a white house is 
trimmed with black shutters, door, and trim, 
the white seems to take on a greater bril- 
liance. 

Now these principles can be applied to 
correct architectural shortcomings. Large 
dormers can be made to seem smaller by 
painting them a dark green that ties them 
into the roof, and then painting the sash bars 
and other trim white. An inconspicuous 
front door can be made more important by 
painting it red. A too-high house can be 
lowered by accenting any horizontal ele- 
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ments—by using contrasting colors for the 
first and second stories or by painting the 
shutters and window trim a color that com- 
plements the house. Thus shutters and win- 
dow trim painted black seem to be a single 
wide element in a white facade. This nat- 
urally emphasizes the horizontal and there- 
by makes the house seem closer to the ground. 


How to Choose Your Painter Grad- 
ually we’re coming to know more and more 
about what a paint will and should do. 
Grueling tests are made not only on actual 
buildings, but in laboratories where various 
formulas are exposed to ultra-violet hour 
tests far in excess of natural conditions. As 
a result of this experimentation, reputable 


manufacturers know paint failures are often 
due to conditions beyond their control. 
Therefore, all a paint manufacturer of 
standing can or will guarantee is the purity 
of his paint and the composition of his 
formula. An analogy to this would be that 
in spite of all the guarantees an automobile 
manufacturer can and will give, he can’t 
possibly guarantee against wrecks caused 
by reckless driving. 

Paint failures are often due to inexperi- 
enced, incompetent, or dishonest workman- 
ship. Most of the factors that lead to paint 
trouble are things a competent painter will 
understand and guard against. Investigate 
carefully a painter’s past performance in 
your community. You can tell something 
about him from the way he approaches your 
job. Before making his estimate he’ll care- 
fully examine all surfaces to be painted. His 
estimate will include puttying nail holes 
and windows where necessary. It'll provide 
for nailing all loose boards or replacing 
them. It'll provide for removing paint or 
touching up bare spots where necessary. 


Why Paint Fails Paint is a surface ma- 
terial. Even the best paint will fail prema- 
turely on a surface where moisture has 
gathered from condensation, or where leaks 
have developed because of faulty construc- 
tion. If the fault is structural it must be cor- 
rected. The competent painter can over- 
come all danger of surface moisture by see- 
ing that an exterior wood surface is never 
painted after even a slight shower, or dur- 
ing humid or foggy weather. It’s good prac- 
tice not to paint until the morning sun has 
thoroly dried a surface. Painting in tempera- 
tures lower than 40 degrees is dangerous, not 
only because of surface moisture but be- 
cause paint at low temperatures thickens too 
much for proper brushing and the necessary 
thinner sometimes impairs the formula. 
Painters tend not to spread paint out 
enough. And inexperienced painters often 
add too much thinner to make it spread. 
Painting new woodwork requires that the 
surface be clean and smooth before the 
priming coat is applied. If the wood con- 
tains pitch, oil, or resins, these substances 
should be rendered inactive by thoro drying 
and then coating the knots with shellac. 
Otherwise pine resin may discolor the paint. 
Repainting requires a technique similar 
to that of new work. Loose paint must be 
removed by scraping, sanding, brushing, or 
by burning with a blow torch. If the old 
paint is burned off, a priming coat must be 
applied as in painting a new wood. Ordi- 
narily the old paint serves as a primer. 
Masonry surfaces can be painted with two 
types of paint—a linseed-oil-base paint fol- 
lowing a priming coat of a tung-oil paint; 
or, second, a cement-base paint which ordi- 
narily comes as dry powder to be mixed with 
water. With the latter type the wall can be 
painted while still damp, for the cement con- 
tent bonds directly to the masonry surface 
and requires moisture to complete this 
process. But with oil-base paints the walls 
should cure until all moisture is eliminated. 
Exterior paint should be brushed on with 
a full-arm stroke that will give a smooth, 
even, penetrating, and uniform surface free 
from laps or skips. 


Other Paint Failares Blistering and peel- 
ing are caused by water [| Turn to page 94 
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__ the most attractive home .development of 
its kind in the country is in Harbour Green, down on the 
south shore of Long Island: One architect, Randolph 
Evans, designed all the homes in it. A specialist in small 
homes, a housing consultant for Bethlehem Steel and other 
corporations, Evans is one of the nation’s best in small- 
home design. 

From the homes built in this development in the last few 
years Better Homes & Gardens has selected two—a seven- 
room, two-bathroom Dutch Colonial, refreshing in its 
originality of detail, and a more economical six-room 
American Colonial, just as excellent a plan. Complete 
Bildcost service is available for either. 

Low, simple, rather spread out, the Dutch Colonial pic- 
tured at the right is distinctive from its dooryard fence to 
its black-capped, 514-foot-wide chimney. Because the at- 
tached garage opens on the side, the unsightly yawn of half- 
open doors doesn’t despoil the street facade. This side en- 
trance makes the plan especially good for a corner lot or a 
suburban quarter-acre. 

You enter the house thru a little lattice-fence-inclosed, 
flagstone-paved dooryard, sheltered by the angle of the 
house and the overhanging roof characteristic of Dutch- 
Colonial design. ‘The living-room, as Architect Evans puts 
it, is “‘truly beautiful.” A large fireplace graces one wall 
between windows looking out to the front lawn and street. 


Bildcost Goes to Lome [shamans wn. sae woe | | 


And opposite the fireplace are glass doors opening onto the 
porch sheltered by a recess of the house—a screened or 
glassed-in porch if you want to inclose one side. Entered 
either from the dinette or living-room, this porch is an in- 
tegral part of the first-floor living space and, if you like, 
can be finished as a full-sized dining-room, den, or office at 
little cost, because three walls and the roof are already there. 
As a screened porch, it’s so convenient to both the living- 
room and kitchen as to be doubly useful. Even in northern 
states a screened porch overlooking the garden is one of the 
best rooms in the house five months a year. 


AND NOW, especially if you have or anticipate an in-law 
problem, comes one of the best features of the design—the 
distribution of bedrooms. Two bedrooms and their bath- 
room on each floor make possible that “‘separate suite” 
arrangement which takes care of in-laws or gives guests the 
I’m-not-putting-them-out privacy that makes them at ease. 

Or the second floor, with its stall shower and all, is good 
for children. Built-in bunks in the bedroom over the garage, 
besides saving space, make the room doubly attractive to 
them. Because the first floor is a complete home in itself, 
the second floor can be left unfinished until later if you de- 
sire. And while you’re on the second floor, just look at that 
storage space under the roof—because it’s so handy it’s 
simply no end useful in keeping clutter out of other rooms. 


working drawings for two outstanding Colonial homes designed by Architect Randolph Evans and 


built at Harbour Green, one of the most attractive developments in America 


\\ HEN you build an authentic American Colonial home 
—or an authentic Dutch Colonial—you’re free from fads 
and the worry of your home’s growing old-fashioned. Ameri- 
can Colonial is already over 200 years old, and because its 
lines and proportions are clean and good, because the style 
is forthright and homelike, it’s destined to last over 200 more. 

That’s one reason you’d be smart to build the American- 
Colonial home pictured at the right. It'll always be in style, 
no matter how styles change. 

A second reason is that, while it gives you almost all the 
floor and living area of a full two-story house, it’s short of 
two full stories and hence much more economical to build. 
You save about four feet of wall space all the way around 
—four feet of studding, sheathing, siding, and insulation. 
Yet look at what you get—six ample rooms, a screened 
porch, a built-in garage not apparent from the street, a 
powder room, a stall shower and tub in the bathroom, 
ample closets—about everything you get in a full two-story 
house except the attic. 

A third reason is the convenience of the plan. From 
the center hall you can enter all rooms directly, both down- 
stairs and upstairs. The powder room, almost an essential 
today unless there’s a downstairs bathroom, is handy to all 
downstairs rooms and yet segregated from them all. 

Outside, tho the house is almost unadorned, carefully 
studied cornices and mouldings give a finish typical of 
Evans’s designs. Exterior walls are cedar shingles painted 
oyster white. Long green shutters framing the first-floor 


windows contrast beautifully with the white walls and color- 
accent the whole. 

As in the Dutch-Colonial home, the feature of the living- 
room is the handsome fireplace flanked by doors opening 
onto the porch. Living-room windows look out to both the 
front lawn and the garden, and together with the doors send 
the slightest summer breeze rollicking thru. Of the porch 
itself we needn’t say anything. If you’ve spent the summer 
on a screened porch we needn’t tell you how close to heaven 
one can be on a hot day. And if you haven’t, you simply 
won’t understand until you’ve lived on one—eaten lazy 
suppers and breakfasts there, lounged there with friends 
and glasses tinkling with ice. Glassed in, it becomes a sun- 
room or conservatory. 


Eacu bedroom has an extra amount of closet space. 
You’ll love this if you’re the kind whose closets tumble 
things all over the bedroom floor every time you open the 
closet door. And the bathroom, located over the kitchen for 
plumbing economy, is within easy reach of all bedrooms. 
Like the bathrooms in the Dutch Colonial, it has attrac- 
tive, easy-to-clean tile floor and wainscot. 

Tho these two homes—the Dutch Colo- [ Turn to page 98 


Working plans for these two Bildcost Gardened Homes are 
available from Better Homes & Gardens. Construction of 
each conforms to FHA standards. How much will each 
cost you to build in your own community? See page 98 





BILDCOST GARDENED 
HOME NO. 1003A, a wide- 
spread, four-bedroom, 
two-bathroom Dutch Co- 
lonial, is luxurious but not 
expensively “‘big.’’ Below 
is a close-up of the front 
dooryard,showing how the 
roof overhang shelters the 
doorway and sitting area 
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First Floor Photographs by Richard Averill Smith 
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BILDCOST GARDENED 
HOME NO. 1003B, dis- 
tinguished six-room 
American Colonial, loses 
little space in attic, in- 
cludes such niceties as a 
cabinet shower-bath and 
downstairs powder room. 
Left-side-and-rear view 
shows the big porch, the 
“seventh”? room in this 
three-bedroom home 
that’s big and comfortable 
yet economical to build 
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“The most persistent lawn-faker is ‘Dr.’ 
Franklin A. Miller, who travels in style, with 
a huge automobile and a liveried chauffeur”’ 


They may not be gardeners, but they’re usually itinerants: and 
their sales talk is more lush than will be the bloom on the plants 


you buy from them—the extra ‘P’ in Gyppsy stands for Persuasion 


By Frank W. Brock 


Note: As with Mr. Brock’s recent article in Better Homes & Gardens, we add: Patronize established 
local service firms and buy only from well-known national seedhouses and nurseries.—Editor. 


Deities wild in Texas you might 
find a little club moss, the resurrection plant, 
or the Egyptian-rose. It has no blossom and 
doesn’t pretend to have. A peddler in Mis- 
souri sold this moss to home-owners for five 
times its value by saying: “‘Here’s a beautiful 
flowering shrub, rapid-blooming and very 
rare.” 

Swindlers of the “‘garder variety” are 
trying to degrade the fine old art of horti- 
culture into a cheap racket. By truck and 
automobile they travel faster than plants 
can grow. One sells dead rosebushes to a 
Toledo homemaker, while another in Wich- 
ita collects for landscape work which he 
never intends to do. 

Ninety percent of the rackets are as stand- 
ardized as lima beans, however. Home- 
owners who want good plants—not lovely 
promises—can soon learn to detect them. 


Dormant-plant racket 


Simplest of all plant rackets consists in 
offering a dormant Grade X Plant as some- 
thing rare and costly. In Portland, Oregon, 
when Mrs. F. walked out to a truck, she 
thought the driver kept an azalea garden. 
A high-sounding nursery name was bla- 
zoned on the vehicle’s side, and the bronzed 
man in gray working clothes looked like a 
horticulturist to her. Down from the truck 
came half a dozen azaleas, still leafless. 

“This Azalea indica has an exceptional 
bloom,” he said, fingering it tenderly. 
“Salmon pink with flecks of gold. I grew it.” 

Mrs. F. learned that the price was $5 and 
uttered a slight gasp. 

“Oh, I could never trust myself to care 
for such an expensive shrub.” 

The man laughed. ““There’s no need to 
worry. I come past here every day. I’ll take 
care of any plants you buy until they come 
into flower.” 

Mrs. F. paid him $20 to set out four ex- 
ceptionally “rare” azaleas. She never saw 
the man again. Her plants proved to be 
azaleas of a common sort worth only 50 
cents apiece. When she telephoned her story 
to the police, Mrs. F. learned that she was 
the eighth azalea-fancier to complain that 
day. The slowness of plants compared to the 
disappearing speed of the swindler had 
allowed the fellow to cover Portland thoroly 
and take to the road. 

By no means do all plant-racketeers arrive 
by motor. Last year one of them edged into 
the Sportsman’s Show in Cleveland, posed 
as a nurseryman with a post-office address 
in Maine, and sold Chinese rose bushes with 
a guarantee that they would grow. Did he 
not issue a certificate with each bush? A 
woman who bought six, all of which died, 
wrote to him asking for new plants. The 
letter came back marked ‘‘Unknown—Box 
Not Rented.” 

Let an itinerant find a few bulbs and they 
immediately become “rare tulips.”” One of 
them phoned the caretaker of an estate in 
Missouri that he had brought $9 worth of 
tulip bulbs from Honolulu, ordered by the 
lady of the house. Could he deliver them 
right away collect? 

‘Certainly not,”’ said the caretaker coldly. 
“When Mrs. Roth went to California 
she didn’t say anything about the bulbs.” 

Within an hour the caretaker got another 
call, this time from the owner’s lawyer. 
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*‘About those bulbs—the florist just tele- 
phoned me. You’d better pay for them right 
away—phone the manager of his hotel to 
advance the money.” 

The seller of those far from rare bulbs 
wasn’t arrested till he tried to collect $19.85 
each on two other shipments. 


Lawn-racketeers 


It’s so difficult to grow a fine lawn that a 
normally hard-headed owner may listen to 
a minstrel who sells grass seed. Some seed 
refuses to sprout a hundred miles from its 
native heath, and these varieties are in great 
favor with lawn-racketeers. A few peddle 
sawdust as “genuine Kentucky Bluegrass,” 
especially those who offer to sow the lawn. 
They don’t hesitate to guarantee that it will 
thrive. 

The most persistent lawn-faker is “Dr.” 
Franklin A. Miller, who travels in style, with 
a huge automobile and a liveried chauffeur. 
Fat and sixty-odd, “Dr.” Miller is noted for 
personal charm which can hypnotize most 
people. 

“It was worth $10 to be sold worthless 
grass seed by such an artist,”’ a victim once 
remarked. 

The Doctor is looking for home-owners 
with good-sized lawns, to whom he shows a 
two-by-four-foot box of handsome grass. 

“Your lawn will look like this in thirty 
days,”’ he promised a Wichita prospect. “‘My 
Evergreen Deep-rooted Grass grows on poor 
soil, on rocks, or right on your old weedy 
lawn.” 

*“What I need,” declared this owner, “‘is 
something to kill dandelions.” 

*Ah-ha! Evergreen Deep-rooted chokes 
out dandelions, weeds, and Bermuda Grass. 
But I haven’t told you its wonderful feature. 
It grows vigorously to a height of two inches 
and then stops. No amount of water will 
make it grow any taller. My dear sir, your 
lawn will never need to be mowed 
again.” 

The prospect agreed to buy $45 worth of 
seed; but Miller left town unexpectedly at a 
hint from the police. Tho Miller insists that 
his Old English Garden Company is “trying 
to smash the grass-seed trust,’ his usual 
price is $1.50 a pound. The seed is just 
Meadow Fescue, a hardy pasture grass 
which seedstores sell for about 25c a pound. 
It certainly does grow fast. It’s full of weeds 
as well. The grass is coarse and it won’t stop 
growing at two inches or two feet. 

Miller has been scared out of San Diego, 
arrested in St. Louis, and jailed in Peoria; 
he’s getting paunchy and losing his charm; 
yet only a short while ago he was still selling 
*“‘miracle” grass near Tulsa. Tomorrow he 
may visit your city. 


The “‘complete-job”’ swindle 


Quite a few transients now sell trees, 
shrubs, grass, and plant food in one coup, 
which they ambitiously term a “complete 
job of landscaping.”” Watch for a tanned 
man in overalls who drives an anonymous 
truck; he may be the kind of “landscaper” 
who found a Detroit man puttering in his 
yard a profitable prospect. 

“Friend,” he said, hypocritically, “‘I just 
finished a contract at the Presbyterian 
church. Had some plants left over. How 





dler $20 to set out four azaleas he represent- 


ed as “exceptionally rare.” They turned out 


to be a common sort worth only 50 cents 


apiece! She never saw the “gyppsy” again 


about doing a complete job of landscaping 
on your place—loam, plant food, grass, 
flowers, shrubs, everything? I can make you 
a good price.” 

Who ever expects to meet a perambulat- 
ing botanical garden? The Detroit man 
took the gyppsy to be an established grower 
and signed a contract requiring $20 in ad- 
vance and $40 later. The “‘gardener’’ meas- 
ured and paced, made a list of supplies, 
pocketed the $20, and went on his way with- 
out setting out any of his “‘leftover”’ shrubs. 
He said he would return the next day, but 
he had no idea of doing so. 


The landscape racket 


This landscape racket is becoming wide- 
spread. A crew of men with a dark green 
automobile and a trailer have worked every 
middle-sized city in Texas. In Oregon a 
“one-man gardening racket” victimized a 
score of home-owners before he was jailed. 
After getting a contract, Carl would put in a 
few hours spading and then go to the home- 
owner wearing a lugubrious face. 

“Collections are slow,” he explained to 
one woman. “‘My youngest girl—she’s only 
7 months old—is sick and the landlord is 
going to put us out. I don’t know how I can 
buy the plant food for your job.” 

“‘Why, we can just as well give you a 
check in advance,”’ said his client. ““We owe 
you $30, don’t we?” 

“Yes, ma’am. My wife certainly will ap- 
preciate this.” 

Carl also promised to return the next day 
and didn’t. Detectives finally clapped him 
into the state penitentiary for one year after 
he had confessed that his scheme amounted 
to simple larceny. 

A more prudent landscape-racketeer 
might complete the work cheaply and col- 
lect the full amount of the contract, because 
it’s safer to take money for shoddy work than 
for no job at all. At a St. Louis home the 
grass never did come up and the shrubs 
broke out in familiar-looking foliage—the 
garden gyppsy had set out a modest buck- 
brush which runs wild in Missouri copses. 

You can sometimes check up on an itin- 
erant by phoning the nursery which he 
claims to represent, but this is so simple that 
a few garden-fakers now find it prudent to 
keep nurseries. About once a week there 
comes a cry of anguish from some owner in 
San Diego, usually one with a new house 
which has made him an obvious target. The 
gist of the story is that he has contracted 
with a salesman who promised rich topsoil 
and plant food, the finest plants, regular 


In Portland, Oregon, Mrs. F. paid a plant-ped- 



















watering, and replacement of shrubs which 
failed to turn out properly. 

Instead he got a hasty and skimpy job 
involving thin soil, under-sized plants, and 
no further service. Phone calls to the nursery 
brought repeated promises that a man 
would call at once. But no one came. There 
is nothing to do in this event but go to court. 
Fortunately, not many cities are reporting 
such cases. 


Hocus-pocus “tree doctors” 


An ailing tree may prove a meal ticket to 
some transient ‘‘tree doctor.”” When hard 
maples near Kansas City began to die, one 
told owners that he could cure them with a 
special spray job, so special that each owner 
had to sign a contract. Before the “Doctor” 
could do his hocus-pocus spraying and col- 
lect, however, a scientist from the state 
board of agriculgire reported that the 
trouble was borers under the bark. 

*‘No spray can reach them,” he declared. 
He showed the owners how they might go 
about saving the maples, and the spray ex- 
pert left town in a whirl of spray. 

Another Kansas City home-owner, who 
was grieved at the withering of his fine old 
maple, heard only the advice of the gyppsy. 

“Your maple is starving. Let me bury a 
capsule of my special tree food near the roots 
so that it will be carried by the sap to all 
parts of the tree.” 

Having paid the man $5 to bury this 
treasure, the owner learned that the tree had 
borers, and the “‘tree food”’ was nothing but 
wood ashes. 


**Sell-and-run’”’ tacties 


In New England a paunch-eyed man sold 
yellow powder at $3.75 a pound for green- 
houses. He called it “Cyanofume”’ and 
swore that it would kill plant pests. No bug, 
however, would hesitate to wallow in his 
cheap mixture of white flour with a little 
sulphur to give it color. 

It’s not wise to buy unbranded plant food 
from a transient, even tho he has a clever 
sales talk like the dark Irishman who visited 
Cincinnati a few months ago (heavily per- 
fumed with whiskey, say the reports). The 
product which he sold as “‘nitrate of humus” 
was just dry clay. 

Strong plants and sparkling flowers were 
promised by the vendor of ‘“‘Soil-Tone,” 
who was thus able to get $7.50 for a 50- 
pound bag. Houston owners spaded it into 
their shrubbery with disappointing results; 
and the mixture proved to [ Turn to page 112 
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Havas South America come the marim- 
ba, the carioca, and—most exotic of all— 
the fuchsia. Long after the marimba is silent 
and the carioca stilled, the fuchsia, tamed to 
our temperate climate, will remain to glorify 
our moderate gardens with its immoderate 
beauty. 

The fuchsia was named by Botanist 
Plumier in honor of Botanist Leonard Fuchs 
—clever way these botanists have of im- 
mortalizing each other. Less technical folk 
call the fuchsia Ladies Eardrops for its nod- 
ding grace, and Gemflower for its burning 
color. All the varieties are pendulous except 
Fuchsia procumbens and erecta, and all are 
warm and vivid color combinations—for ex- 
ample, the scarlet and rosy purple Phenom- 
enal, the lavender-blue and carmine Beauty 
of Exmouth, and the cinnabar and violet 
Coccinea Florean. When catalogs list an 
orange fuchsia, a color verging upon orange 
is understood. Thus Fulgens has an orange 
flush which would be disputed if placed next 
an orange zinnia, and the long tube of Cor- 
difolia has four tips which might be con- 
sidered clear yellow until approached by the 
Marigold Lemon King, when the yellow 
fades into something less than yellow. Magel- 
lanica is a tiny, ruby-red-flowered sort hardy 
in the Brooklyn Botanical Garden. Its variety 
Scarlet Beauty is also listed in the catalogs. 
These are worthy of trial. Most other vari- 
eties aren’t hardy in northern United States, 
but they can be grown as houseplants any- 
where. Purchased from a florist as small 
plants, they can be carried indoors thru the 
years or set in a shaded bed in summer. 


What Fuchsias Like: Fuchsias prefer cool 
summers and do best in an equable temper- 
ature of 50 to 60 degrees. [ Turn to page 80 


Fuchsias are outdoor shrubs in mild climates 
and pot plants in northern states. Fuchsia 
magellanica, at top of page, has blue petals 
and red calyx. Its variety Scarlet Beauty is 
hardy in northern Ohio. At right, Sunset has 
rose-pink sepals and orange-sunset petals. It 
was produced by G. Niederholzer, amateur 


This exotic beauty is an ex- 
cellent shrub for subtrop- 
ical climates outdoors, or 


as a houseplant anywhere 


By Dorothy Hammar 





Cut off a fuchsia branch, slide it into a vase, 
and presto, you have this—asample of how 
to decorate with this glamorous beauty 














BETTER 


hady Side 


Perennial, unflinchingly hardy, it needs no 


coddling—no dusts, no sprays, no staking 


By Fleeta Brownell Woodroffe 


& YOU’RE looking for something sure to 
bloom in shady spots, stretch out the glad- 


hand to hosta, or plantainlilies. Stretch it 
out expansively, wholeheartedly. Plantain- 
lilies stand first when it’s a question of shade. 
Smart people count them indispensable. 

Plantainlilies are the perfect partners for 
more colorful performers. Big bombs of 
peony blooms, massive phlox heads, and 
flaming Oriental Poppies easily surpass them 
in size and showiness of flower, but the plan- 
tainlilies take second place to no plant in 
foliage. 

They give us big mounds of bold and ef- 
fective leaves that are exceptionally fine and 
conspicuous all season long. They are of 
ironclad hardiness and among the least 
exacting of the choice plants every successful 


BETTER HOMES & GARDENS, MARCH, 1940 


border needs. They thrive and increase in 
good garden soil and need no coddling—no 
dusts, no sprays, no staking. 

Plantainlilies are obliging in their timing, 
too, and alternate perfectly with the tulips. 
If you do a canny bit of planting, they’ll 
cover the fading tulips and bluebells nicely 
for you with their fresh expanding leaves. 

And then—what’s pretty important also 
—they stage their attractive, if not so ter- 
ribly exciting, bloom in what in many per- 
ennial gardens is the off-season. They come 
on, fresh and promising, after the gorgeous 
display of poppies, peonies, roses, delphini- 
ums, and lilies is over, just when we’re left 
breathless and the perennial beds are much, 
much too dull. And there is nothing at all 
stingy about them; they bloom exuber- 


t 

In the rocks near a shaded pool we see the 
Wavyleaf Plantainlily in midsummer; the 
Lanceleaf below blooms in late September 


As tall as a 4-year-old child, the Blue Pian- 


tainlily, with lilac flowers and ample foliage, 
is used in front ef the Snowhill Hydrangea 


antly—very reliably—even in the shade. 


They Come Plain and Faney: While 
there are at least 20 forms growing in 
American gardens today, oddly enough the 
average garden visitor seldom recognizes 
more than three. The others attract and 
mystify: 

‘“‘What do you call those plants over there 
with those rows and rows of bells with violet 
stripes?” 

**What’s that with white bands all around 
its leaves back there under the redhaw tree?”’ 

*“‘What’s that darling plant in the rock 
garden with those wide blue leaves?—I nev- 
er saw blue leaves before—and those fat little 
blooms, they look like wax flowers.” 

I warn you—there’s something about 
plantainlilies that sets you, once you know 
them, to collecting the various forms. First 
to bloom and biggest and boldest of leaf are 
the Fortune, or Tallcluster, Plantainlily and 
the Siebold, or Cushion, Plantainlily and 
their many hybrids. These have striking 
mounds of handsome foliage and you can 
find plants in all possible gradations, from a 
plain fluted green to fascinating clouded 
blues with a seersucker finish. Leaves with 
blades 9 to 11 across and 14 inches long 
aren’t at all hard to find on well-fed, estab- 
lished plants. And that isn’t counting the 
stem. A top-sized specimen plant is some- 
thing to be rightfully chesty about. 

In a class by itself comes the best-known, 
best-loved, most-planted of all—the Big 
White Plantainlily. August- or Corfu-lilies 
they used to be called in [ Turn to page 110 
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This story garden represents the famous book, 
“The Good Earth.” The rectangular dish is a soft- 
green glazed pottery, the figure a Chinese 
priest. Branches of broad-leafed evergreens, 
miniature ivy, and three cutflowers are used 








Ferdinand smelling flowers beneath the cork 
tree makes an amusing and informal story gar- 
den for a steak dinner. The tree is a shrub branch 
hung with clusters of small corks. The flowers are 
cut daisies, of course, but they might be planted 
crocus bulbs or florets from a forced branch 
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GARDENING GUIDE 


By Fae Huattenlocher. 


Associate Editor, Better Homes & Gardens 


Let’s Make a Story Garden: [n March I 
always have a spell of mid-winter nostalgia. My 
winter bouquets begin to look so drab I chuck 
’em with vengeance into the fire. The geraniums 
and begonias seem so sprawling and gauche I 
want to cut off their topknots. I am, in fact, in 
anything but a kissable mood. Nothing looks 
good; everything’s a mess. Of course, I know 
what’s needed. It’s fresh air and exercise in the 
garden. But with spring waging her annual wet 
battle to break winter’s grip on the icebound 
earth, I can’t sit around the whole muddy month 
waiting for victory. 

So what? The thought occurs, why not cut off 
the leggy tops of my houseplants and root them 
into story gardens? Here’s how it’s done. At one 
end of a shallow oval or rectangular pottery bowl 
I place a pin flower-holder in the position where 
I want my tallest branch. I stick a bit of modeling 
clay on the base of the flower-holder and press 
it firmly on the bottom of the bowl so the tall 
branches or plants it’s to hold won’t topple. 

Then I sprinkle a quarter-inch layer of clean, 
washed gravel over the bottom of the entire bowl. 

This is covered with tightly packed sphagnum 
or peatmoss into which I insert a few pieces of 
charcoal to keep it sweet. My cuttings from 
various houseplants are then placed in the tightly 
packed moss to form the little garden design and 
background I wish to create. If my cuttings 
aren’t tall enough to serve as the entire back- 
ground for my story garden, I go to the florist for 
flowering or evergreen branches. 

I usually select a famous book, song, or cur- 
rent cinema for my story-garden theme. The 
figure used keynotes this theme, as in gardens pic- 
tured on this page. A wide choice of inexpensive 
figures are now available at florists’ shops and 
department stores. If I don’t wish to bother 
making my own story garden I take a favorite 
book, song, or cinema theme to the florist, 
select my plants, figure, and container, and he 
plants it for me. 


Stery-Garden Dinner: Once my story garden 
is made I surprise a few friends with an invita- 
tion to a story-garden dinner at my house. Of 
course, they’re consumed with curiosity to know 







Plants, containers, and figures from Marc Leeds, Chicago 


what it’s all about. But I give them no clue. As 
a center decoration for my table ‘I use one of the 
newly made story gardens. I always key the 
foods I serve to my story-garden theme. For ex- 
ample, with the garden of Manukura a curry 
supper is appropriate; with “The Good Earth” 
garden, rice, pork, and soybean sauce. And it’s 
fun to use Ferdinand smelling flowers as decora- 
tion for a steak dinner. 

The arrangement of succulents with a Mexican 
Madonna might be accompanied by a menu 
featuring pollo en gruta (chicken in a grotto), 
spinach ranchero, guacamole (avocado salad), 
and pineapple sevillana. 

The famous Russian book, ‘‘Anna Karenina,” 
by Tolstoy, has interesting possibilities for a 
decorative story-garden dinner or luncheon. 
Borsch (Russian soup), Caucasian Shashli, and 
tea might constitute the menu. 

“Gone With the Wind” should be easy to 
gardenize for any one of those incomparable 
Southern menus with beaten biscuits and ham. 
“Show Boat” is another theme easily depicted in 
a miniature garden that’s appropriate with a 
Mississippi menu of fried channel cat and grits. 

“Drums Along the Mohawk,” now famous in 
story and cinema, offers opportunity for an early 
American Indian scene with living greens in the 
story garden. The accompanying food might be 
typical of Old New York, such as succotash and 
sizzlers (fried pies). 

Any one of Walt Disney’s popular books or 
amusing characters promises fun. I particularly 
like those cute old-timers, Minnie and Mickey 
Mouse. 

For a child’s party of nursery-school age you 
might use the three-little-pigs or three-little- 
kittens. story as a theme for miniature gardens. 
A more sophisticated age will like gardens made 
around “‘The Wizard of Oz” and “Gulliver’s 
Travels.” 


After-Dinner Garden Prize; After dinner 
everyone guesses the name of the book, song, or 
cinema that inspired my story-garden dinner. 
The winner is rewarded by receiving the garden 
for his own, or a copy of the book inspiring it. Con- 
versation following the dinner may naturally lead 
to a discussion of the book that inspired. the eve- 
ning, or perhaps to attending a current cinema 
which I may have chosen to keynote my evening 
inspired by this bit of March indoor gardening. 























FAR LEFT: Manukura, in- 
spired by an island and a song in 
that famous film, “The Hurri- 
cane,” is represented here in an 
oval pottery dish planted with 
branches of evergreens, ground- 
pine, Trailing Arrowhead, straw- 
berry-begonia, cactus, and Tiger 
Aloe. Any forced flowering 
branch could be substituted 
for the cutflower orchid stalk 


© “The Third Hour,” famous mod- 
ern novel of Mexico’s uprising, 
is the theme of this charming 
story garden made by Mrs. 
Henry Frankel. A Mexican Ma- 
donna is elevated above the 
rosettes of hen-and-chicken 
plants that nestle among rocks 
in an old pewter plate or tray 
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Marcu is a mosaic of wind, rain, sun, and 
ice. We need to exercise a sixth sense as well as 
consult the weatherman to know when to trust 
tender plants to the elements to get them off to 
an early start. 


All About Dormant Sprays: If close examina- 
tion shows any of your shrubs, fruit, or ornamen- 
tal trees actually have scale insects on them, now 
is the time to clean them up with dormant spray. 
This must be done only on days when the temper- 
ature won’t drop below 40 degrees before the 
spray has time to dry on the limbs. The usual 
strength used is 1 part oil to 15 parts water, 
thoroly mixed. Where small amounts are used 
and the agitation not very positive, the old 
emulsion forms of dormant oil are best. If your 
Pfitzer Junipers are badly infested with juniper 
scale you may apply the same oil to them. 

In general, however, avoid getting dormant 
oil sprays on evergreens, especially the broadleaf 
types such as rhododendron. When near other 
plants you’re spraying, either cover them or wet 
them with water before spraying to keep the 
spray from sticking, and afterward wash off any 
collected material. 

Dormant sprays also kill red-spider eggs. You'll 
see them—little round red drops—most likely 
on the branches of your fruit trees. These sprays 
may kill some of the small, black, football-shaped 
aphid eggs but if you have a heavy infestation on 
your fruit or Highbush Cranberry you’d best 
add one of the various tar oils—and follow direc- 
tions very closely, as they are caustic. 

Lift up the leaves of pachysandra and examine 
the stems for oyster-shell scale. If there’s a moder- 
ate infestation, regular oil spray gives control. If the 
stems are literally covered, cut off the tops, leav- 
ing 3 to 4 inches of the old stems, and give them 
thoro coverage. They'll leaf out again thicker 
than ever, happily rid of their burden of para- 
sites. The cut-off tops can be sprayed and rooted 
as cuttings. 

Some trees are very sensitive to oil spray and it 
should be used on them only upon the advice of 
a specialist. A few of these are Sugar and Norway 
Maple, beech, oaks, and birch. Dormant sprays 
should be applied only as a control agent when 
there is actually something present to kill. They 
don’t act as preventives. Don’t neglect to wash 
the oil completely out of the sprayer when you’re 
finished, as some spray materials you use later 
cause injury if mixed with oil. 


Time to Trim: Cut to the ground the following 
that you wish to thicken up from the bottom: 
Snowhill Hydrangea, Anthony Waterer and 
Froebel Spirea, buddleia, privet, and barberry 
hedges. 

Cut heavy or light according to how they 
have died back during the winter: vitex, Calli- 
carpa purpurea, Kerria japonica (the dead wood 
only, as it blooms on the old wood), boxwood, 
the tender loniceras such as L. nitida and L. 
pileata, hypericum, and other such plants that 
in some areas are not completely hardy to their 
very tips. It is seldom necessary to trim more 
than the dead wood. 


Get Seeds Started: Some annuals that you 
want to try: Torenia, for shade, blue, 6 inches; 
Nierembergia hippomanica, for’ border, 4 inches; 
hunnemannia, for beds, clear yellow, single, 12 
inches; and Scarlett O’Hara Morning-glory, to 
grow on stakes about 4 feet high as an accent in 
the garden. Dwarf Peony-flowered Petunias, es- 
pecially Pink Glory, are somewhat different from 
the usual double petunia and make a very good 
showing. Try a large bed of pink Drummond 
Phlox Chamois-rose with a few small-flowered 
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By Harvey Bicknell 


@Frost cracks appear in 
tree trunks on the south 
side after a sudden freeze 
follows warm weather. 
Fasten the bark with tacks 





Trim wounds in 
bark to point at 
top and bottom 
and apply tree 
paint, keeping it 
Y%4 inch away from 
the growing 
layer of the bark, 
called cambium 
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a stug Don’t use loppers 
with the blade be- 
tween the branch- 

oC es, as this usually 
SPLIT results in splitting. 


Nor should stub 
remain; rather 
make a clean cut 
near the larger 
or main branches 





Use a small hook saw 
to cut large canes 
out of overgrown 
shrubs. Don’t leave 
old 6-inch stubs. 
They may decay 
down, even to roots 





== LEAD STRIP 
=== IRON NAIL 








When vines blow loose from 
the house, fasten them with 
one of these homemade vine- 
holders shown in sketches 


Peach leaf-curl causes leaves» 
to wrinkle like bacon cooking. 
Spray with lime-sulphur now 











light blue Browallia Elata Blue in the center. 
Coltness Hybrids are single annual dahlias 
grown from seed, becoming 18 to 24 inches high, 
and which give a lot of color in the garden in 
open spaces from August to October. Sultan 
Balsam is pink, 12 inches high, and excellent for 
shade. Cuphea Firefly is a 10-inch red-flowering 
plant of interest. It flowers in 14 weeks from seed. 


Feed Lawns Early: It’s vital to feed early. Any 
burning from spilled plant food will show but 
little and the grass will get an early start against 
the weeds. Be careful, however, of pushing a 
fertilizer spreader across the lawn when the grass 
is still stiff with frost. The wheels will crush the 
blades to a point where the tracks will show up 
brown. Wait until the frost is gone and the blades 
dry. Feeding on the last snow has its merits; you 
can see where the spreader has gone and no 
burning results. 

Seed when the ground is still honeycombed 
and the seed will plant itself without raking in. 

For sunny locations the grass-seed mixture 
should be about two-thirds bluegrass, and for 
shady areas should have at least one-third New 
Zealand Chewings Fescye. Inert matter of over 
3 percent should not be accepted, nor 
more than 1 percent of weed seed. Annual rye- 
grass may be used in mixtures for new lawns and 
may be the answer in extremely shady spots. It 
will die out next winter but the shady mixture 
you have been using probably didn’t last that 
long. Seed mixtures containing annual ryegrass 
should be proportionally lower in cost. 


Clean Up for Better Bloom: In Lewistown, 
Pennsylvania, Chilligothe, Ohio, and Centralia, 
Illinois, start to remove mulch and winter pro- 
tection toward the end of the month. Leaves left 
too long over narcissus and tulips make the stems 
crooked, yellow, and tender and they run the 
risk of more damage than if they are uncovered 
and allowed to harden. Take the manure off the 
roses but leave the dirt on until the buds start to 
swell. Get the heavily matted leaves off the myr- 
tle, ivy, pachysandra, and other groundcovers 
before growth starts. 

Pick off old dried diseased fruits of peach, 
plum, and other fruit trees and burn them to pre- 
vent the spread of disease. 


Plant Roses: Roses should be put in the ground 
at the very first opportunity. In Cleveland, De- 
troit, and Davenport, plant roses this month. 
Work well-rotted cow manure into the soil and 
add a plant food.that is high in phosphorus and 
potash. Use a handful per plant well mixed into 
the soil 6 inches each way from the plant. Experi- 
mental evidence indicates that plants growing in 
high phosphorus and potash soils are less suscepti- 
ble to black-spot injury. 


Pest-Chasers: Peach trees that last year had 
leaf-curl, a disease that makes the leaves turn 
yellow and crinkle up like bacon cooking, should 
be sprayed before the buds swell. Use dry lime- 
sulphur—})4 pound per gallon of water. If there’s 
scale on the tree use bordeaux with oil spray. 


Flower Shows to See: For March 11 to 16 you 
need only decide whether you would like to visit 
New York, Boston, or Philadelphia to see a 
marvelous flower show. Chicago has one March 
30 to April 7; Detroit, March 25 to 31; St. Louis, 
March 9 to 17. Take your notebook and make it 
your goal to learn as many of the dwarf species of 
narcissus, spring-flowering Dutch Crocus, im- 
proved Spanish or Dutch Iris, and fritillaria as 
you can find. Many of these small bulbs have 
merit for your garden. 
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BETTER FURNISHINGS AND DECORATING DEPARTMENT 
Edited by Christine Holbrook 
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THE SIXTH OF A SERIES OF FEATURES ON FURNISHING AND DECORATING YOUR HOME 


\ ‘ HAT shall I do with that window?” 

It’s a poser that turns up a good many 
times in any woman’s homemaking 
career. But it’s one that isn’t nearly as 
tricky as we’re sometimes led to be- 
lieve—not if we'll tackle it with the 
same enthusiasm, originality, and good 
sense we use in selecting the clothes we 
wear. 

It’s pretty well accepted that curtains, 
blinds, and draperies (or a combination 
of two or all three) are needed to control 
and diffuse the light, to add privacy to 
our living, to blot out that hard, dark 
spot at night, to soften the harsh lines 
of the window frame. But nowadays 
the well-dressed window isn’t always the 
over-dressed one. “Millinery” effects 
no longer satisfy us. The smartest win- 
dow treatments, whether for cottage or 
elaborate room, may be those of in- 
cisive, simple directness. We want a 
fabric that’s decoratively correct, its 
color and pattern perfectly completing 
the background -of the room. But we 
insist on a drapery that’s well tailored 
and properly installed, not one that 
merely boasts an intricate design. Let’s 
do remember, tho, that the window is 
one of the largest vertical areas as well 
as the source of light. It commands our 
attention the moment we enter the 
room. Windows relieve the monotony 
of a long, flat wall. But never let them 
become so emphatic that they step out 
of their background position and clamor 
for foreground honors. 


Lers stop to define that sometimes 
misunderstood term “glass curtains.” 
Glass curtains are used directly against 
the window. They’re usually of a light- 
weight material, but running the gamut 
from sheer voiles, nets, and gauzes, thru 
celanese, organdies, and the host of 
novelties on today’s curtain market. 
Those guaranteed sun- and tub-fast are 
the best economy if your budget won’t 
allow frequent changes. White, cream, 
flesh pink, rosy beige, and light yellow 
are our most popular colors for glass 
curtains. As light filters thru the curtains 
it casts a glow of the color over the 
room. These light, warm tones are 
more agreeable and flattering to us used 
over window shades that tone with 
them than, say, the wash of a pale blue 
or Nile green. Then, too, these light col- 
ors are more steadfast in the sun. Glass 
curtains should always be amply full. 
There’s nothing more woebegone than 
a room with an inferiority complex 
caused by skimpy curtaining. 


The questions most frequently asked 
about glass curtains have to do with 
their length, and whether they should 
hang straight or be tied back. In length, 
they should just clear the sill, come to 
the end of the apron, or fall directly to 
the floor. Never stop midway between 
sill and floor. The short curtain is con- 
sidered more informal than the full- 
length one and is most popular in cities 
where frequent laundering is required. 
If you wish to use glass curtains as the 
sole window decoration, usually they’re 
more effectively interesting if taken 
straight to the floor, not bobtailed at 
the sill. But glass curtains look best 
when hung close to the window, always 
leaving space for your window shade or 
Venetian blind to work freely, and if 
your window is recessed, with a wide 
sill, a full-length curtain obviously won’t 
work. 


lr YOU want to relieve the monotony 
of too many straight lines in a room, the 
added curves formed by tying back the 
curtains or draperies will counteract 
this “‘tightness.”” Tie-backs, however, 
generally seem to lend a note of infor- 
mality when used with glass curtains. 

However, the large sweep of curtain 
in a modern room, one that is held in 
by a long tie-back, falls more in the 
category of a special effect than in that 
of everyday tie-backs. 

While ruffled curtains do sometimes 
look especially smart hanging straight 
and full to the floor, they seem (thru 
custom perhaps) to lend themselves 
more readily to being tied back. But 
never pull them so taut at the tie-back 
point that they look choked and strained. 
And avoid that halfway point for the 
tie-back. One-third down from the top 
or up from the bottom is a good aver- 
age, tho not a hard and fast rule. Inter- 
esting is a white curtain finished with 
a hem top and bottom so it can be re- 
versed. (See illustration on page 70.) 


To GET your best effect in tying back 
curtains, make a small slit in the seam 
where the ruffle joins the curtain, slip- 
ping your tie-back thru at this point. 
You'll be pleased with the graceful, un- 
interrupted ripple of the ruffle from 
top to bottom. 

If you’re going to crisscross your tie- 
back curtains, be sure they’re wide 
enough to make a full sweep from one 
corner to the other, not form just a hard 
little V where the thicknesses cross near 
the middle. The height [ Turn to page 70 
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hung all the way across, 


are 
drawn to each side as illustrated; draperies are 


by window trim should be treated as a single unit. 
hung only at each end 


Glass curtains 


Groups of two or three windows separated merely 
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Wall News 
his Spring 


By Christine Holbrook 


Director, Better Homes & Gardens’ Home-Furnishings Department 





Fred’k Loeser & Company, Inc. 
t 
Simple, painted walls form the most flattering of 
backgrounds for the rich hues and clear patterns of 
modern chintzes, made up into draperies and uphol- 
stery. Each heightens the beauty of the other 








t t 
Refreshingly different without being in 
the least bizarre, this dining-room 
boasts walls of white linoleum divided 
into huge rectangles by means of in- 
cised lines tinted a light brown. This 
wall treatment is an interesting tie-in 
witk the decorative linoleum floor 


| es notice how, with the first tingle of 
spring, walls take on a pleading look, begging 
for bright new faces? And this spring it’s go- 
ing to be high adventure shopping for them, 
for stores are blooming with enchanting 
ways for making old walls look like new. 

If you love color and design, you’ve a 
world of wallpapers and wall fabrics to revel 
in. And today most of them are washable. 

Or perhaps you'll select this year a 
textured fiberboard. It’s improved amazing- 
ly in the last few years and can be applied 
in scores of novel ways. No longer need it be 
that neutral oatmeal color. Many kinds 
come softly tinted. 

Study the photographs. Today’s textured 
fiberboard can be used in parallel or hori- 
zontal panels, some of it in squares or tiles. 
It’s a practical sound-quieter, often with 
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The Celotex Corporation 


Style is created in this maple-furnished room by the utter 
simplicity of the well-proportioned, textured fiberboard 
used in the Early-American manner on walls and ceiling 


Dining-rooms, with their standardized furniture, like for- > 
malized and often striking wallpaper. This one is guaran- 
teed washable, sun-fast, wall-tested, and style-tested 


the advantage of an insulating quality. 

This year’s wallpapers are the hand- 
somest yet. More colorful, more practical in 
design, they’ve large patterns or small to 
suit your rooms. In colors, dusty-rose back- 
grounds lead the way, with soft shades of 
blue close seconds. Refreshing after recent 
dark wall-coverings are the pure white ones 
against which clear green patterns and 
charming posies stand out boldly. Stripes 
are everywhere in every imaginable width 
and color combination. Many of the smart- 
est give a moire appearance. Gone are the 
days of drab walls, conservative tans, and 
tiresome plaster effects. 

You’ll find wallpaper borders in an in- 
creased choice of widths. They’re used more 
than ever as a trim, even on painted walls. 
Often they outline windows and architec- 





Sey 


United Wall Paper Factories, Inc. 


tural details in varied decorative schemes. 

Curtain cornices can be trimmed with 
them. Leftovers can border your waste 
baskets, tying them into the color scheme. 

All papers and wall fabrics shown here are 
labeled both washable and sun-fast. I be- 
lieve you'll be surprised, too, at their rea- 
sonable prices. 

*““Wall-tested” and “‘style-tested”” may be 
new phrases to you. One guaranteed wall- 
tested paper will be rehung if you don’t 
think the pattern falls true in line design. 
Style-tested means that a decorator has 
judged the pattern and graded it superior. 

So look your walls honestly in the eye and 
decide what they need in the way of pattern, 
color, and appropriate design in keeping with 
the room’s size. Then off for a most enjoyable 
day of shopping for their new spring dresses. 
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© Asbestos tile wainscoting, with 
its practical enamel surface, 
ushers in delightful color pos- 
sibilities for bathroom walls. 
Here soft sky blue combines 
restfully with cream fixtures 


Why not linoleum for bath- 
room walls as well as floors? 
Here you see it in the home of 
Jeffrey Lazarus, of Cincinnati, 
Ohio. Warm tan accented with 
black creates the color scheme 


Wallpaper—conveniently wash- 
able, sparkling with hu- 
mor and gay color, tho for- 
malized—brings keen interest 
to an oldtime hall in the home 
of Mr. and Mrs. Romney C 
Patterson, Glens Falls, N. 


Johns-Manville Armstrong Cork Company 


You'll find each of these new washable wall-coverings in a wide range of exquisite colorings, allowing 
a freedom in background decorating that’s a joy and an inspiration to work with. Patterns 2, 4, 6, and 
10 would feel at home in many different rooms. The others plainly suggest their own particular use. 
Many of these patterns may be combined with painted or plain-papered walls, adding size to a room. 
(Nos. 1, 2, 9, 10—Imperial; Nos. 3, 6, 8—United Wall Paper; Nos. 4, 5—Duray; No. 7—Wall-Tex) 
+ 
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imperial Paper and Color Corporation 


It’s a real boy’s room, property of Philip, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Theodore H. Miller, of Portland, 
Oregon. One wall is finished entirely in pine 
stained light brown. The others are papered 


+ 





Western Pine Association 


[ See Additional Pictures on Pages 56 and 57 | 
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TWO OF A KIND ax one noor 
BEAT A FULL HOUSE 


How to plan one bedroom for your pair of sons or daughters 


a 


es 





a 


7 











‘a 


\ 











For a Pair of Brothers 


All decorations are the simplest possible, 
all appealingly boyish. Everything is wash- 
able—fabrics, floor, even the wallpaper. To 
gain room for drawer space, we’ve dispensed 
with box-springs and put the money saved 
into the finest mattresses—either the con- 
ventional sort or the new foam-rubber type. 
Laid on the built-in wood-drawer units, 
they’re entirely comfortable. 

Walls are papered or painted in soft gray; 
floor linoleum is rich dark blue; woodwork, 
bookcases, and beds are painted gray to 
match the walls; the inside of the book- 
shelves is finished in soft maroon-red, tying 
in with the leather on the seats of the un- 
painted wood chairs. The desks are car- 
penter-built, of whitewood rubbed with wax. 

“‘Balboa-blue” denim, bought by the 
yard, was made up for bed-covers, also used 
for the “rubbing strake” behind the beds, 
its top hidden by dark-blue painted rope 
moulding. 

Picture mouldings, tacked to the wall 
over the beds, invite a display of photo- 
graphic prowess, maps, or current heroes. 

Curtains of red and white striped cotton, 
bright brass handles on drawers, and pillows 
in gay red-and-white stripes complete the 
masculine and nautical flavor of the room— 
a room that, when the door is shut, offers 
a home complete for members of the family 
who love privacy. 
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Irs A PROBLEM that crops upinevery small 
home—whether to bunk the two boys (or may- 
be yours are daughters) together in one room, 
or allot a room to each, and then have no place 
for Aunt Bessie or a visiting Elk. Most of us 
decide in favor of Aunt Bessie and the Elk, 
which brings us to the stickler of how gracefully 
to sandwich a lively young twosome into the 
average small bedroom with the most elbow 
room and the fewest collisions. 

The phantom sketch at left shows you our 
average room—10 by 13 feet. It’s the setting 
for the three rooms which follow, one for a pair 
of brothers, the other two for Sister Acts. 


By Harry Richardson 
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Sister Act No. I 


ATI 


\\ 


AUN 





This double room for girls is decorated to 
appear as fresh as a garden all year ’round. 
It has the combination of a tailored and 
feminine appearance—tailored in its ef- 
ficient handling of the bed-covering and 
businesslike desks, yet feminine when it 
comes to the scalloped curtains and attrac- 
tive dressing tables. The floor, covered 
wall-to-wall with a lush green carpet, gains 
an informal touch from the braided rug 
between the beds. This rug combines all 
colors in the room—green, yellow, white, 
and a bit of pink. 

The walls are different and refreshing— 
i AZ striped green and white wallpaper around 
yun A= | | one end of the room, the rest painted white 

\ , and topped with decorative wood cornice 
painted green. 

Bedspreads and curtains are of yellow 
linen. Pillows are boxy and modern, cov- 
ered with green and white fabrics. 

Chairs are in bleached mahogany with 
homespun seats. 

All the furniture is carpenter-built, 
painted a soft gray-green with dark green 
linoleum tops and ends. Unfinished pieces 
in maple can be bought in forms resembling 
these and assembled to create the same effect. 

Glass candle lamps have yellow shades, 
and the mirror frames are painted to match. 
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Sister Act No. 2 


In this feminine yet practical room for two 
sisters we saw two advantages in placing 
studio couches end to end: (1) the arrange- 
ment gives much more usable floor space 
and (2) it cuts down the amount of floor- 
covering required. Due to this saving you 
could afford a really fine Havana-brown 
carpeting that you would bind to use as a 
rug. You could have a 12-foot length of 6- 
foot-wide carpet, or a 6-foot length of 12- 
foot-wide carpet which would nearly cover 
the open floor yet have all the advantages 
of a rug. 

Bed-covers are of salmon-pink linen; 
chintz bed curtains have a beige ground 
with pink, white, and green floral pattern. 
For accent we’ve used dark chocolate- 
brown chintz as a valance for the bed cur- 
tains, to cover the bolsters, and to upholster 

the padded board behind the beds. 

The flowered chintz forms the dressing- 
table skirts and the shades for the little 
lamps hung in the corners over the dressing 
tables. These tables are simply quarter- 
round segments of plywood nailed to cleats 
screwed to the walls. One forms the top, a 
second the shelf. (See sketch.) 

Walls behind the beds are painted white, 
the rest of the room papered in beige, with 
all-over design in brown. 

Woodwork is white, ceiling pink, tables 
and chairs waxed whitewood. 

As a decorative suggestion for any room, 
note the way bed curtains and valance are 
hung from cove moulding (called scotia) 
nailed to the ceiling. 
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More Homes 


Built From Bildcost 


By John Normile Better Homes & Gardens’ Architect-Editor; 


Member of American Institute of Architects 





f 
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Eight years ago we set out to give you the 
work of America’s top-notch architects at 
your own price; more than that, to give you a 
complete home-building service—plans, speci- 
fications, and contract forms. Today, hun- 
dreds of pictures sent us by well-satisfied 
families that have used this service reflect its 
worth. On this page are typical examples. 
Above is Bildcost Home 703 built in Syracuse 


Better Homes & Gardens presents a new »> 


Bildcost Gardened-Home design each month 
—this month see pages 22 and 23. Exclusive 
feature is that for six cents you can find out 
exactly what any one Bildcost home will cost 
you. It'd be absurd to try to give a price in 
the magazine because costs vary widely with 
communities. At right is 609, the B. R. 
Jachtman home, North Plainfield, New Jersey 


Merchants Photo Service 
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DeVere Baker 


A notably successful Colonial is seven-room 710, built by Wayne 
Halls, Rockville Centre, New York. Photographs, floor plans, and 
descriptions of 60 Bildcost homes appear in “The Book of Bildcost 
Home Plans,” price 25 cents. They range from Ranch House to 
Georgian, three rooms to eight. And our 1940 “New Ideas for 
Building Your Home” contains these 60 homes plus 76 others se- 
lected from new homes thruout the nation. Price, 50 cents 


William H. Allen 


© For six cents you get the 
List of Materials needed to 
build the Bildcost house 
you like. Using this list, a 
builder or an architect can 
figure for you the exact 
cost to build. Here in 
Houston, Texas, the Paul 
N. Pullmans built No. 807, 
a three-bedroom Cape Cod 
by Royal Barry Wills. It 
illustrates the perfect 
adaptability of the Colo- 
nial tradition to the South- 
west. Bildcost Plan fee, $5 








Six-room 909, just finished by E. J. 
Sullivan in Riverdale, Illinois, 
boasts fire-safe concrete-block walls 
and concrete floor joists. Stripped 
of non-essentials, ingeniously de- 
signed, it’s as much house for your 
money as you will find anywhere 


In Hammond, Indiana, H. M. Beir- 
ger built five-room 702. Bildcost 
plans come to you fully detailed so 
there can be no question between 
you and the builder—just another 
reason why we believe our service is 
worth more than any other we know 
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T beloved dish of early America, chicken noodle 
soup, has come into its own again! For Campbell’s 


have brought it back—as robust and homey as the 
kind our ancestors enjoyed so well. Its chicken broth 
has the same deep flavor; it’s filled with nourishing 
egg noodles. And morsels of tender chicken give it a 
final old-time touch. Golden-bright, savory, delicious 
in every spoonful, Campbell’s Chicken Noodle Soup 
is an appetizing, hunger-satisfying dish! 





And because it is so downright good, because it 
gratifies a natural, handed-down liking, Campbell’s 
Chicken Noodle Soup is sweeping the country. You 
see it just about everywhere—tucked in market baskets 
— stacked on kitchen shelves — piping-hot on 
dining room tables! And it continues to 
grow faster in popularity than any other 
soup. So, for a real old-fashioned treat, have 
Campbell’s Chicken Noodle Soup soon ! 
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9 Combleddé., CHICKEN NOODLE SOUP 
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Bunnies ARE LAYING again—and that means 


Easter Breakfast in any man’s language. Hail the family with gaily 
enameled eggs, spring flowers, prancing roosters. The cart’s from 
Sweden, the chicks from California, the ducky water-glass transfers 
from the store. Or concoct the cart yourself with bunnies as steeds. 
And here’s fun. Blow the insides from eggs, paint ’em and stuff ’em 
with confetti, sticker the holes with Easter seals, pop across the way 
when breakfast’s over. Then whisk them up with the vacuum. 
Barring proclamation to the contrary, Easter’s coming soon this 
year, which means plenty of rib-stickers for blustery-day breakfasts. 
In and around fruit juice and coffee tuck shirred eggs, pan-broiled 
ham, apple slices, and hot cross buns. Or big bowls of cereal. Or 
grilled bacon and waffles. Or pick your own from the breakfasts 
sketched below. They’re grand eating for Easter, and welcomed with 


cheers any Spring morning.—J. G. 


FRUIT 


FIRST COURSE MAIN DISH 


Baked Rhubarb Pan-Broiled Ham 
or Mushroom Shirred 
Sliced Oranges Eggs 


How to Do: A pretty eye-opener—eggs baked in mush- 
room sauce. For 6 take 1 can condensed mushroom soup, 
mix with a bit of grated onion and 4 cup milk. Spoon 


Chilled Tomato 
Juice 


Bacon-Hominy 
Scramble* 


How to Do: ’?39 was a vintage tomato year. Result— 
superb-quality juice. Be generous, pass a pitcherful for 
easy refills. Pass a bowlful of the cereal, too. Surprised at 


Breaded Kidneys Hot Cereal 


and Bacon 


Grapefruit Sunburst 
Fresh Strawberries 


How to Do: Watch the welcome when you make smil- 
ing raisin faces atop bowls of hot cereal. Cut a marsh- 
mallow for a jack-o’-lantern face, add raisin eyes and nose. 


Chilled Pineapple Eggs Piquant* 


Potatoes 


How to Do: If you can’t go to Hawaii, let Hawaii come 
to you. Chill cans of pineapple in the refrigerator. The 
unusual rolls? Just roll light sweet dough. Cut in 114- by 


Bowls of Hot 
Cereal 


Dried-Fruit 
Compote 


Poached Eggs on 
Ham Buns* 


How to Do: For a good breakfast, include a cereal. Hot 
cereals are now geared to race against time. They jump 
the gun on the finish with the coffee. For the dried-fruit 


Whole-Wheat 
Waffles* 
Grilled Sausage 


Grape Juice Over 
Grapefruit Halves 


How to Do: Bees in the clover? No, in the orange blos- 
soms for Orange-Honey Sauce. Blend 2 tablespoons 
orange juice with 6 tablespoons each of honey and melted 


Sliced Strawberries Scrambled Eggs 
Pan-Fried Pork- 


Ham Slices 
How to Do: A hula wiggle for these pineapple muffins. 


Save your motions when stirring, tho. Muffins don’t like 
overmixing, just until dry ingredients are moistened. 


*Recipes for “SO Good Meals” on Page 52 


ACCOMPANIMENT 


Fried Apple Rings 


Crisp Cereal Flakes 


Hashed Brown 


Orange-Honey Sauce 
Hot Maple Sirup 


Whole-Wheat 
Bite-Size Cereal 


BREAD BEVERAGE 


Milk 
Coffee 


Toast 
Hot Cross Buns 


2 tablespoons into each custard cup or ramekin; top with 
egg, a dash of salt, and buttered crumbs, if you like. 
Bake at 350° until set, about 20 minutes. 


Raisin-Bread Cocoamalt 


Toast 


early Spring appetites? A wise man said, “On my break- 
fast I will found my day.” This scramble is a flavorsome 
tie-up of bacon, eggs, and corn. Yum! Yum! 


Spice Muffins* Coffee 


Plum Butter 


A date sliver makes a cheery grin. Make a vitamin sun- 
burst, swirl grapefruit sections, fresh or canned, center 
with strawberries. They betoken an early Spring. 


Breakfast Chocolate* 


Brioche Rolls* 


5-inch strips; slash lengthwise in thirds almost to top. 
Braid; pinch strips together. Before baking, brush with 
egg yolk, sprinkle with sugar, cinnamon, and nutmeats. 


Coffee 
Hot Cocoa 


More buns sliced 
thin and toasted 


medley let’s have prunes and apricots. Cover generously 
with water; no fooling, no soaking required. Brisk-boil 45 
minutes. Sweeten. One pound uncooked fruit serves 10. 


Coffee 
Milk 


Cinnamon 
Melba Toast 


butter. Add a sprinkle of grated orange rind. Drizzle 
over hot waffles. Sausages all a-sizzle and crispy finish 
the job. It’s pretty—grape juice over grapefruit. 


Hot Tea 
Coffee 


Pineapple Muffins* 


When scrambling eggs keep the heat low or use a 
double boiler. Serve with sliced pork-ham luncheon meat 
(square 12-ounce can). Pass bowl of sugared strawberries. 
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Helen Homer 


FOODS 
INDEX 


Beverages 


Breakfast Chocolate........ 


Breads and Rolls 


Brioche Rolls 
Pineapple Muffins 
Spice Muffins.............. 52 
Whole-Wheat Waffles 
With Orange-Honey Sauce .39 


Drop Cookies 


Orange Drop Cookies 
Molasses Cookies 

Pecan Crispies 

Southern Cream Cookies. . . .‘ 


Eggs and Breakfast 
Dishes 


Bacon-Hominy Scramble. . . 
Eggs Piquant 

Mushroom Shirred Eggs 
Poached Eggs on Ham Buns .52 


Scrambled Eggs............ 39 


Fruits 


Baked Rhubarb 
Dried-Fruit Compote... .... 


Grapefruit Sunburst 
Hot Cereal With Raisin Faces 39 


Seafood Salads 


Salmon-Macaroni Salad 
Seafood Potpourri.......... 
Shrimp-Orange Salad 


Tuna Mousse 





Send for 
Fine Recipes! 


Our files spill over with 
recipes, and still there are more. 
Each month choice recipes from 
Cooks’ Round Table Contest 
entries—too good to keep secret 
—are printed in a leaflet 
punched to fit My Better Homes 
& Gardens Cook Book, and 
called “Cooks’ Round Table 
News.” This month the leaflet 
tells how to make “‘Drop Cook- 
ies—Old Timey and New.” 
On page 99 others are listed. 
Any one is yours for 4c. Ad- 
dress 7803 Meredith Bldg., 
Des Moines, Iowa. 


Send Recipes Now for Cooks’ 


Co-operating With Better Homes & Gardens: Cart and Chickens, Robert P. Pierce, Merchandise Mart, Chicago; Flowers, 
Marc Leeds, Chicago; Dishes, Pacific, yellow Coralitos ware; Silver, Heirloom Plate, Grenoble pattern, Oneida, Ltd.; 
Crystal, Fostoria; Decalcomania on crystal, Meyercord Co. ; Toaster, General Electric ; Table arranged by Fae Huttenlocher. 


Round Table Contest. See 
Page 51. 





Crane Co. 


Familg-Stgle L Type: In this comfortable family kitchen are being 
built wonderful memories that will become just as dear to these youngsters 
as our memories of Grandmother’s rocking chair and great range. A perfect 
L-type arrangement, with its fourth corner for informal meals, it spells 
efficiency, from the correct opening of the refrigerator door to its three types 
of work surfaces. First—laminated maple tops the preparation unit, grand 
for sandwich-making or any cut-ups. Second—the two sink drainboards 
do the wet work with no warping, no food-catching cracks, and are perfect 
for dish-draining and vegetable-fixing. Third—the linoleum counter 
muffles the clatter of pots and pans, is kind to breakables, forms the ideal 
serving area. Handy and smart is the bar utensil rack and open-shelf 
spice cupboard by the window. Nice, too, are the prints adorning the wall. 


Light and Airg: What could be smarter than this use of ribbed glass 
inserted in the outside walls of the kitchen? Here it is in the home of Frank- 
lin Banker, Piedmont, California. Wherever it was structurally possible, 
15-inch-high panels of glass replace areas of wall over the work surface, 
adding light and a lovely feeling of openness. There’s direct access to the 
service entrance, terrace, dining-room, and basement, with the service 
entrance next to but separated from the terrace, providing privacy for both. 
No wonder the Bankers’ beautiful terrace is so popular for open-air meals. 


harvacter 


Nairn-Sealex 


White and Green: Linoleum—decorative, durable, easily cleaned— 
is King Pin in this kitchen. It covers walls with white and green; floor 
with dark green designed in white, chartreuse, and black; work counters 
and sliding planning desk with plain ivy-green. A black cove base extends 
up the wall, banishing dirt-catching seams. The handsome metal stool’s 
upholstered cover picks up the chartreuse color. The desk slips out of sight 
under the counter, or makes extra work space. Here’s a sink you can ap- 
proach from three sides. We applaud the skillful repetition of designs— 
squarish linoleum pattern, flower pockets, and window panes. The little 
flower boxes could easily be enameled asparagus cans. Handy for bright 
canisters and condiment jars are the narrow shelves over the range. 
Cheers for the window ledge when you serve plate luncheons from the kitchen. 


Old-time Farmhouse Type: The architect who schemed this kitch- 
en says, “The ladies go into my kitchens and don’t want to come out.” 
You see a corner of the dining nook and of the kitchen proper, separated 
by a brick wall. Architect Michael Goodman, University of California, 
who designed the kitchen, labels those open shelves as “characteristic of 
the busy and efficient homemaker.” There’s plenty of open work space 
by the sink. The finish is knotty pine. The door leads into a section of the 
kitchen, or utility room, used for heavy work—canning, laundry, and such. 





By Myrna Johnston 


Crane Co. 


Peasant-Style Corridor Type: We heartily approve of this gay 
one, tho we'd certainly vote for a more comfortable chair for the little girl. 
It’s a top-ranking kitchen in line production. The refrigerator is rightly 
placed by the entry door, the work surface next to the range is near the 
dining-room, the sink is properly opposite. Everything joins the peasant 
refrain—from the terra-cotta linoleum to the crisp print curtains, along 
with the unusual door and woodwork design. Right in character are red- 
tile linoleum blocks, blue-green painted door, wood trim, breakfast furni- 
ture, and decorative corner post by the sink. The quaint plate rack, blue- 
green outside, was given a lovely citrus yellow interior to match the sunny 
color of the kitchen’s work surface. If your hobby is china, here’s a pleas- 
ant way to share your treasures with your friends. You'll use them oftener. 


Modern Streamliner, Upper Right: Small wonder the little girl 
is so happy helping Mother when their kitchen’s such a pleasant spot. Those 
structural glass blocks make the corner an out-of-door spot. They give 
light with privacy, and blot out a non-inspiring view. Decorative, too! A 
quartet of Grandmother’s old copper saucepans hangs over the range, high- 
lighting the monel-metal work surfaces and reminding this modern home- 
maker of how far modern kitchen equipment and efficiency have come in 
the span of a lifetime. Even the handsome range oven reflects efficiency. 


Picture Window: If you've a view, do give your kitchen a big win- ¥ 


dow. And why haven’t more of us a Dutch door like that? The top opens 
for ventilation without airing the entire room. This clever little dish cabi- 
net draws the line between dining nook and kitchen, eliminating a partition. 


Edward Rinker 


Finger-Tip Centrol: |i \ooks like a broomery, that tall cabinet by 
the range, but it’s full of pots and pans, each on its own hook and quickly 
available. One look and you see what’s best suited in size and shape to 
do the job. Efficient to its finger tips is the planning desk, complete with 
telephone, pigeonholes, bookshelf, and drawer. Neat household accounts 
and menus-in-advance come naturally. An electric clock ticks the cooking 
time. We like the bold feature strips and contrasting border in the floor 
design, following the room plan and supplying just the right decoration. 
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George H. Van Anda 


Armstrong 


Ingenious Breakfast Bar: This one becomes a work counter be- 
tween 8 o’clock rush and midnight snack. Chairs, tho not form-fitting, do 
very well for their short pull-up, then are tucked away. For things far too 
pretty to hide there are roomy open shelves. What fun to spruce up before 
a mirror—with your chin in the daisies! In a tiny drawer underneath park 
hand lotion and powder puff. All summer the flowers are real; in winter 
they’re make-believe and change with the seasons—autumn leaves, gay 
poinsettias, spring tulips. Mr. Canary sun-bathes in the kitchen window. 














braska’s famous town for boys, chats with 


an editor about your boys—and his 3,000 


By Gladys Denny Shaliz 





§¥ YOU, Mother, wince when your 
husband barks at Sonny, and do you take 
the boy’s side when his father threatens 
punishment, whether he carries it out or not? 

And do you, Father, contend that your 
wife is too easy on your boy for his own good, 
pets and waits on him too much, would 
make a sissy of him if it weren’t for your 
saving presence? 

Now that child-rearing has become large- 
ly a mother’s job, in city homes at least, we 
should find out which of these points of 
view is right. Are boys really a special kind 
of animal, as their fathers claim, the nature 
of whom few women understand? 

Talking with Father E. J. Flanagan and 
his boys, as he and I strolled thru the build- 
ings and fields of Boys Town, which he 
founded just outside Omaha, Nebraska, I 
believe I found the answers to at least some 
of these questions. For this incorporated 
town is a testimonial that Father under- 
stands boys better, and has been more suc- 
cessful with them, than any other person in 
America. He has reared 3,000 of them—has 
yet to lose one to the breadlines or the jails. 

His Boys Town has presented every prob- 
lem known to parenthood. It’s a melting pot 
of all races, nationalities, and religions, none 
being barred. His boys, many of them 
deemed hopeless when they came, come 
largely from broken homes. 

Let me warn fathers that Father Flanagan 
doesn’t believe in “‘bawlings out” or cor- 
poral punishment. Boys Town is a city with- 
out tears. Father, as he is called by everyone 


. Boy-handliné Tips 
From Boys Town 


Father Flanagan, beloved founder of Ne- 











see OS | 


Mayor Jesse (*“TwoTon’’) Ruiz welcomes Mrs. Shultz to Boys Town, Fa- 
ther Flanagan introducing the Better Homes & Gardens representative 3 


@ Larry Lang and “Buckshot”? Chepney drop in to talk things over. Any 
boy in the town can come to Father whenever he feels like it. What’s 
more, there’s always a box of candy in that upper right-hand drawer 


about the place, says if he heard a boy cry it 
would tear him to pieces. Mothers must face 
the fact that he doesn’t hold, either, with 
waiting on boys, picking up after them, 
doing for them. 

His recipe is simple—make the boys re- 
sponsible for their own lives and affairs. 


Boys are better capable of governing 
themselves,” says Father Flanagan, “‘than 
of submitting to government by adults. 
Given responsibility, they will live up to it. 
Give them plenty of rope—but always be 
sure there’s somebody on the end of it. 

“To understand a boy, watch him with 
his dog. There’s a natural affinity between 
them—why? The boy loves 
the dog, he pays attention to 
him, and so he understands 
him. 

“Don’t repress a_ boy. 
Give him scope for his abili- 
ties, outlets for his tremen- 
dous energy. Never suppress 
him. If you do, he’ll hate 
you and everything you 
stand for. It’s no use preach- 


Ernest Jones 


Mrs. Shultz lunches with the ¥ 
city council of Boys Town. 
On her left, Mayor Ruiz, 
America’s only football-play- 
ing mayor; on her right, ex- 
Mayor Farrald. The “big 
shots” eat together every 
meal, for luncheon-club dis- 


cussions and a real good time 


Better Homes & Gardens’ Child Care & Training Department ® 


ing at a boy. If you do, you admit that you 
haven’t entered into his life, spent the time 
with him that you should. Give him the ex- 
ample you wish him to follow.” 

There’s one more factor which I myself 
suspect has had a lot to do with Boys Town’s 
outstanding success. Consider the master 
stroke of incorporating it legally, making its 
boy-mayor and six councilmen members of 
the Nebraska League of Municipalities! 
They have just as much power and dignity 
and probably command a good deal more 
respect than do the officials of your own city. 
Only their duties are different. 

A newcomer is met by Mayor Jesse (““Two 
Ton”) Ruiz, who is also [ See next page 





Conducted by Gladys Denny Shultz 
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MORE SALMON 
PLEASE, IT TASTES 
SWELL! 












| FIXED ITA 
BRAND-NEW WAY- 
With -renchs 
MUSTARD 






HOT DAN THE 
MUSTARD MAN SAYS: 


“BLEND FRENCH’S 
MUSTARD WITH 
> THIS FISH-IT MAKES 
ig A PERFECT LENTEN 
\ DISH “ 





SALMON SURPRISE 

6 medium-size 
tomatoes 

d 4% head lettuce 

ters and turn 

and drain 





_oz. can salmon 
é teaspoons French’s 

Cream Salad Mustar J 
Peel tomatoes. Hollow — 
upside down to drain. 

1 
add French’s Must 
cavitie 
leaves 





















*FOR FISH SERVED 
HOT THATS BAKED OR 
FRIED THIS MUSTARD 
SAUCE WILL BE 
YOUR PRIDE“ 





Made of the finest 
spices, vinegar and 
mustard seeds— 
contains no artifi- 
cial preservatives 
or adulterants. 


LARGEST SELLING 
PREPARED MUSTARD IN U. S. A. TODAY 
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Boy-handling Tips 


From Boys Town 
[ Begins on preceding page | 






center on the football team—and 
maybe you think everybody doesn’t 
look up to him! The Mayor inducts 
the new youngster into the schedule 
of the home, assigns him his job. 


Two COMMISSIONERS of Pub- 
lic Health and Sanitation are respon- 
sible for dormitory neatness and 
cleanliness of residents. If a citizen 
fails to do right by his neck, to hang 
his folded towel and wash-cloth 
neatly on their proper hooks, to 
make his bed according to the stand- 
ards—not too exacting—of Boys 
Town, do the Commissioners sigh 
gently and attend to it themselves? 

Not so you could notice it! They 
hail the offender back and have him 
do the job over until it’s done right. 
One newcomer ducked into bed 


Boys do the cooking at Boys Town. 
Bob Lizana, right, is chief pan- 
cake-flipper. Bill Kinney assists 


with his clothes on. The Commis- 
sioner didn’t stop with having him 
remove them and put on pajamas. 
He made him go to bed properly, 
get up again, dress, undress, put on 
pajamas and get into bed, three 
times. The incident wasn’t repeated. 


THe Parks and Grounds Commis- 
sioner has a staff of 25 boys who do 
all the work, under a gardener, of 
caring for the lawns, the borders, 
and shrubbery. Maybe that’s why 
the grounds are so neat despite 
200 lively youngsters. The Parks 
Department would deal personally 
with anyone who messed them up. 

To be on the police force or one 
of the guides who show visitors 
around, it’s necessary to meet the 
Police Chief’s high standards of 
grooming and politeness. (The pres- 
ent incumbent happens to have 
come from Alabama.) The Fire 
Chief sees that no rubbish is left in 
buildings, nor any other fire hazard 
created. Complications arising from 
play or leisure-time activities are 
referred to the two Recreation Com- 
missioners. 

Penalties have a robust masculine 
flavor. If a boy doesn’t replace his 
skates or bat in his locker, he’s minus 
those articles. If he neglects to re- 
turn his Sunday suit to the check 
room, where best clothes are cleaned 
by boy experts  [ Turn to page 46 









JUICY CHERRY PIE...Non-Run! 
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MAID FOR YOU, HONEY 


DON'T BE SILLY_ 
SCOTTOWELS 


DO ALL THE 
DIRTY WORK 


Modern Brides rely on 


OUR DISHES are done in half the 

time with labor-saving ScotTowels 
to help you. Scrape your plates and 
pans with a ScotTowel and there’s no 
grease in your dishwater, no greasy 
ring to be scoured out of your sink. 
Wipe off your refrigerator and stove 
with another and there’s no grimy 
cloth to be scrubbed out afterwards. 


Prepare your vegetables on a Scot- 
Towel, too, and throw away the peel- 
ings, ScotTowel and all. Drain your 
fish and other fried foods on sanitary 
ScotTowels. Wipe up messy spills with 
them. And make things easier for 
yourself on washday by letting the 
family dry their hands on soft, absorb- 
ent ScotTowels. 


Put up ivory, green or red racks in 
kitchen and bathroom. ScotTowels 
are less than a penny a dozen 
—150 to the roll. At grocery, 
drug and department stores. 


Copr., 1940, Scott Paper Co. 








MAKE THIS 
WEIGHT TEST! 


ScotTowels are softer, 
stronger, more absorb- 
ent and actually cost 
less, because each roll 
of Sealed-in ScotTowels 
has two to three ounces 
more paper than the 
average. 














Daudgeng-dadgor Scortowss 





No cloth to scrub out when 
you use ScotTowels 





Wipe frying pans with a Scot- 
Towel for cleaner dishwater 













Arthur Sarnoff 


By Eleanor Hubbard Garst 


Life begins when you make it. Here are 


some interesting suggestions to wives 


who find time and themselves on their 


hands—and some special tips for BRIDES 


Anp so... they lived happily 
ever after.” . . . The honeymoon is 
over. The little house glitters with 
fresh paint. The smell of wallpaper 
paste bouquets each room. The wed- 
ding-present silver gleams from the 
dining-room buffet. The vacuum 
sweeper has yet to blow out its first 
fuse. The electric refrigerator awaits 
its first defrosting. Not a nick mars 
the shiny tan enamel of the gas range. 

Jack has kissed Janice good-by 
three times for good luck, and she 
has watched his long-legged lope 
down the walk to catch the 8:15, 
and thrown a last good-by kiss to 
him as he rounded the corner. 

And then she has fallen to. She 
had a good job as private secretary 
before Jack rode into the office and 
away with her heart. She knows that 
the good licks of hard work before 
10 a. m. are what really count, so 
her capable hands fly as she picks 
up the breakfast dishes, prepares the 
dinner vegetables, runs the all too 
efficient sweeper, makes the bed, 
wipes up the spotless blue and white 
tiles of the bathroom. 


Irs almost 9:30 before she wonders 
for the first time that day just what 
the big Boss back in Cleveland did 
on that paper contract, and if the 
smart little gum-chewing Susie, her 
successor, will remember how he 
wants his personal letter files kept. 
She grins as she thinks of Susie so 
obviously and so ardently going 
after Bobby, the assistant office 
manager who is studying law at 


night. And then from deep inside her 
wells the treacherous thought, “‘Per- 
haps Susie’s better off just where she 
is’ .. . and she hurries to get on her 
coat and hat and walk to the grocery 
store to pick out the 3 lamb chops 
and small head of lettuce for dinner. 

When she gets home it’s only 10:30 
and the day still lies before her, hours 
and hours of it, before she can come 
to life again in Jack’s arms. 


Because she’s ready to analyze 
matters pretty clearly and refuses to 
be befogged in a perpetual rosy 
haze, it takes our Janice only a few 
weeks to recognize that while love 
and Jack and matrimony are gor- 
geous institutions, she, Janice, is 
deteriorating rapidly from sheer do- 
less boredom into nothing other 
than an inert mess. The time has 
come, she vows, to snap out of it. 

I hope Janice will be very serious 
about her self-examination now. 
After the children that she and Jack 
hope to have are born, she’ll have 
a few years of wild over-work when 
the remembrance that she ever 
found time heavy on her hands will 
seem like the wildest mirage. But 
she is fortifying herself against the 
day that brings her into the good 
years of middle age, and the serene 
harbor of old age, when again the 
irreplaceable treasure of spare time 
will be hers. 


Waar will she do with it? There 
are three lines of opportunity open 
before her. She can improve her- 
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BY THE MAKERS o¢ 
JOHNSONS WAx 


This novel window treat- 
ment glorifies an otherwise conventional 
room. Build the classic frame with orna- 
mental molding. Cut valance from card- 
board—cover it with the same gay chintz 
you use on window seat and chairs. Then 
to make the whole room gleam with 
beauty, apply Johnson’s Wax to window 
frame and sill, floors and furniture. This 
genuine wax makes woodwork glow with 
mellow richness— makes cleaning easy— 
cuts dusting in half, 

IMPORTANT: This pure 
wax is economical. A little 
goes far, gives long-last- 
ing protection. For over 
50 years women who 
take pride in their homes 


have found it pays to use 
genuine Johnson's Wax. 


(Paste or Liquid) 


JOHNSON'S WAX 


See 100 uses for Johnson‘s Wax listed on can 
S. C. Johnson & Son, Inc., Racine, Wisconsin 


SEE OUR GUARANTEE TO YOU .. BEEeH . . PAGE 113 





self. She can better her community. 
She can recreate herself thru play. 
First, in self-improvement let her 
ask herself what she likes best. Does 
a current of excitement run thru her 
when she hears good music? Then 
let her start really learning some- 
thing about music. If she can afford 
to take lessons on some instrument, 
let her obtain as good an instructor 
as she can manage to pay. To a 
serious and selective student, the ra- 
dio offers a wealth of material in 
opera and symphony orchestra 
broadcasts. 


Tue local music store will be de- 
lighted to run thru for her the best of 
its recordings of operas and sym- 
phonies to be given over the radio. 
The local library may not have 
available for circulation the librettos 
of the operas, but it will be able to 
direct her to some music club or 
music-lover who will gladly help. 

Books? . . . Does she love to read? 
Besides desultory reading, let her 
read to some serious purpose. For ex- 
ample, she can delve into the tre- 
mendous fascination of pre-revolu- 
tionary Russian literature—Tolstoy, 
Dostoevski, Turgenev, Tchekhoff. 

And, too, let her try writing her- 
self. Just as she may never become a 
concert musician, she may never 
write with professional success. But 
again, she may find that she is one of 
those strange beings who tingle to 
the tips of their toes when they dis- 
cover just the right word for the 
right place. 

Does she dream of traveling? One 
bride I knew propped her Spanish 
dictionary in front of her while she 
washed dishes. She took radio lessons 
in Spanish from the radio extension 
department of her state university. 
She kept her radio tuned to Laredo, 
Texas, where the broadcasts are in 
Spanish. And as every bit of ac- 
quired knowledge only leads to 
another unexplored doorway, she 
has taken up the study of Mexican 
history, and the findings of archae- 
ological explorations in that coun- 
try’s colorful past. 


J ANICE could and should do some- 
thing as a good citizen to help make 
the town of her adoption a better 
place in which to live. Does she like 
to work with boys and girls? The 
Campfire Girls, the Girl Scouts, the 
churches’ recreational groups for 
young people, the Y. W. C. A. all 
cry aloud for intelligent, hard-work- 
ing leaders. There are never enough 
good people to go around. And if 
our Janice knows she’s not an in- 
spirational leader—let her go to the 
head of the civic organization in 
which she is most interested and say, 
“I’m no good at directing people, 
but I want to help. I’ve had office 
experience, am a good stenographer, 
and can work on your files.”’ Be- 
lieve me, tears of honest joy and 
gratitude will pour down the cheek 
of the honorable organization’s 
president. 

Or how about politics? Not only 
as errand girls and objects of heavy 
political gallantry, but also as re- 
spected co-workers in positions of 
real influence, does our political life 
need intelligent women. And here 
again, the way to start is to start. Let 

anice attend the precinct caucus. 

hen they ask for volunteers for a 
house to house [ Turn to page 79 





1, A marvel of stamina, 
Dorothy K. 
Can stay on her feet and chase 
bargains all day. 








2. Yet when she cleans windows 
—before the day’s o’er 

Our Dotty is flat (almost 
flat) on the floor! 





3. While slim little, trim little 


Marguerite M. 


Is as frail as a meadow-grown 


violet’s stem. 





4, But she shines her windows 
with Windex! She’s clever! 

She ends up the day feeling 
grander than ever! 








5. For Windex is simple! Direc- 
tions are plain! 

Spray it on! Wipe it off! 
Windows sparkle again! 





6. Consider the work Windex 
saves, when you try it! 

You’ll say it’s a bargain! 
Don’t hesitate! Buy it! 














7. No other glass cleaner is made 
by the secret Windex formula! 
Yet at reduced prices, Windex 
costs but a fraction of a cent 
per window. 








THE &. 


sy WAY TO 
. SPARKLE ! 


MAKE GLASS 


FoR WINDO 
picTURE 






NDEX 


WS, MIRRORS, 
GLASS, ETC. 


Get Windex at 
grocery, drug, 
hardware and 
house-furnishings 


counters. 


Ask 


about the big 
20-o0z. economy 


refill size! 


Copr. 1940, The Drackett Co. 
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— SOMETHING DIFFERENT 
FOR MEATLESS MEALS ? 








Take your choice, they’re all delicious 
—made with this finer tuna! 
Bridge those meatless gaps with freshness! Jog those 
lagging appetites with rich, deep-sea goodness! 


Hard to do? Never — with Del Monte Tuna! Every 
smooth, delicate morsel says “eat hearty!” A flavor thrill 
for any menu—big or little, meatless or no! 


And notice how clear and inviting its color—how flaky 
its texture! You know at once Del Monte selects only 
* smaller, more tender tuna— packs thera fresh and fine. 


And for your convenience, two delightful styles — 
Solid Pack and Shredded. Identically delicious—they’re 
both Del Monte! 


JUST BE SURE YOU GET 


Del Morte Tana 


FOR FINER FLAVOR IN EVERY TUNA TREAT YOU SERVE 


a 


[.. SHREDDED TUNA 








Boy-handling Tips 


From Boys Town 
[ Continued from page 43 | 


and kept when not in use, there’s no 
good suit for him next time he wants 
one. 

Denial of privileges is the usual 
sentence for law-breaking, but with 
a punch. Denied swimming privi- 
leges, a chap must nevertheless don 
trunks, take his shower with the 
others, then stand by the pool and 
watch them enjoy themselves. 


Reatty bad conduct carries“‘cap- 
ital punishment,” which is to go to 
the Sunday-night movie, but stand 
with one’s back to the screen! That 
was too much for Father’s tender 
heart. “It’s too cruel,”’ he protested. 
“Why, it’s terrible!” 

“Sorry if it distresses you, Father,” 
the Mayor replied crisply, “but— 
it works!” 

“Capital punishment” still stands 
in the Boys Town penal code, a de- 
terrent to wrong-doing if there ever 
was one. 

When the inevitable feuds boil up 
into a fight, the combatants are fur- 
nished gloves and told to do their 
worst. But there’s amazingly little of 
this, I was told, much less than in the 
average school. 


Or SUPREME importance in the 
Boys Town scheme is the daily task. 
All of us are for it, but here it’s car- 
ried to lengths most of us never 
dreamed of. Not only do boys care 
for the buildings and grounds, and 
work the 440-acre model farm which 
supplies their food. Boys also mend 
the shoes, launder the clothes, and 
clean, press, and alter the donated 
suits, for they’re clothed entirely by 
gifts. Boys cut the hair, print the 
newspaper, wash the dishes, cook. 

All of us are aware of that male 
urge to cook. How many boys get a 
chance to at home? The white- 
capped chef at Boys Town directs, 
but assured me the boys do the ac- 
tual work, and a good job, too. No 
need for a fond mother to coax a 
taste of the big pans of creamed car- 
rots I saw on the tables. Boys raised 
them, boys cooked them. I watched 
boys go for them. 

Favorite foods in this boy world 
are macaroni and cheese, mashed 
potatoes, roast beef—the very best, 
for they raise it themselves—and 
oceans of gravy. They get ice cream 
only when someone contributes it. 
The chef told me that enough for 
two meals never lasts more than one! 


As FAR as possible, likes and apti- 
tudes are considered in assigning 
tasks, but every boy does something 
for the common good, and in doing 
it, has learned a trade by the time 
he leaves Boys Town. 

Shirking means no vote, and 
here’s one municipality where vot- 
ing is held a precious privilege. Once 
the Chamber of Commerce put up 
“Get out the vote” placards before 
an election, and they were the joke of 
the season. No Boys Town citizen was 
ever known to stay away from the 
polls. The elections twice a year are 
hotly contested, with parades, 
speeches, hand-shaking, electioneer- 
ing, promises that [ Turn to page 100 










































































This Simple Recipe 
—flavored with 
delicious molasses 











Virginia Ham 
la Brer Rabbit: 


Cook a whole ham — boiling or bak- 
ing, according to your usual method. | 
When done, remove skin. Stud with | 
whole cloves and cover with 114 
cups Brer Rabbit Molasses. Sprinkle 
with fine bread crumbs. Place ham 

in open baking pan; add one glass 
sherry wine. Bake in hot oven 


| (450° F.) 45 to 60 minutes, basting 
e | frequently. When almost done, stud 


with peanut halves. If sauce cooks 
down too thick, add water as neces- 





INK and tender slices of 

ham never had a more 
perfect companion than Brer 
Rabbit’s grand, rich sauce. 
But its special goodness 
largely depends on your mo- 
lasses. 


Pure New Orleans mo- 
lasses—that’s what you need. 
Molasses with real, old-plan- 
tation flavor! Be sure to ask 
for Brer Rabbit Molasses, 
made from freshly crushed 
Louisiana sugar cane. 


FREE! 


THIS VALUABLE 
52-PAGE BOOK 


MAIL COUPON 


116 recipes. Ginger- 
breads, cookies, 
cakes, breads, 
main dishes, pud- 
dings, ice creams, 
candies. 20 pho- 
tographs. Wash- 
able cover! 


PENICK & FORD, Ltd., Inc. 

New Orleans, La., Dept. B-7 

Please send my FREE copy of Brer 
Rabbit’s brand-new ‘Modern Recipes 
for the Modern Hostess.” 












Name 

(Print name and address 
Street 
City Stace 
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FISH FOR YOUR SALAD 


DROP THOSE COOKIES 
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5 dozen cookies.—Mrs. F. L. Custer, Cleveland, O. 

















naise. Serves 6.—Mrs. W. C. Lundgren, Oakland, Calif. 
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2 ayes ENDOR; 
2 Southern Cream Cookies ! COOKS’ ROUND TABLE ¢2 
r “Spank with sugar-and-cinnamon-frosted glass” — | “URE. SO, Tas. Com ere owes cance 
: , | 
s 1 cup shortening 3 teaspoons baking | e * 
2 2 cups sugar powder | of Endor sed Receipes 
a) 3 beaten eggs V4 teaspoon soda | 
. 1 2. 
a 1 teaspoon vanilla 11, cups broken Cali | Seafood Salads 
D extract fornia walnut meats | 
2 1 cup sour cream 3 tablespoons sugar ! 
= 5 cups flour 1 teaspoon ! 
- 1 teaspoon salt cinnamon 
. @ Cream shortening and 2 cups sugar; add eggs, 
Ba vanilla extract, and sour cream. Add sifted dry 
= ingredients. Add nut meats. Drop from teaspoon 
onto greased cooky sheet. Grease bottom of small 
glass; dip into mixed sugar and cinnamon; 
° press cooky flat. Bake in moderate oven (350°) 
e 15 minutes. Makes 6 dozen.—Mrs. Lillian R. 
Craig, Memphis, Mo. 
o 
° Molasses Cookies 
: “Limber when covered, chewy if given the air”— 
" 34 cup shortening 1 teaspoon salt 
° 1 cup sugar 1 teaspoon soda 
e 2 beaten eggs 2 teaspoons cinnamon 
1 cup light 1 teaspoon ginger 
7 molasses 34, cup cold, strong 
« 4 cups flour coffee 
: © Thoroly cream shortening and sugar; add eggs 
. and molasses; beat well. Add sifted dry ingredi- 
° ents alternately with coffee. Drop from teaspoon 
‘ onto greased cooky sheet. Bake in moderate 
oven (350°) 15 minutes. Makes 7 dozen cookies. 
° —Mrs. David L. MacAdam, Rochester, New York. 
° 
J Orange Drop Cookies . 
“Orange juice hands them their grand flavor” — 
- 34, cup shortening 1 teaspoon vanilla | 
@ \4, cup butter extract 
-~ 14 cups brown 1 cup sour milk rr : a 
< sugar 31 cups flour Perfect pick-up for jaded winter appetites” — Seafood Potpourri 
2 beat At It 
2 Y, ahi aden iy am MAS Te | 1 7-ounce can tuna fish 1 cup diced celery 2 tablespoons lemon 
4, cup orange teaspoons baking | 1 i ; re 
= juice powder a | 1 64-ounce cancrabmeat 1 cup diced cucumber juice 
s 1 tablespoon 1 teaspoon soda | 1 534-ounce can shrimp 2 tablespoons chopped 14 cup mayonnaise 
MS grated orange 1 cup chopped | 2 tablespoons French radish Salt, pepper, and 
1 sind dnten on tisk tacate dressing 1 tablespoon capers paprika to taste 
4 © Cream shortenings and sugar; add eggs, orange ; Flake tuna and crab meat. Remove black line from shrimp; add French dressing; 
juice, rind, vanilla extract, and sour milk. Add i marinate 15 minutes. Add remaining ingredients; toss lightly. Serve in crisp lettuce 
= sifted dry ingredients. Add dates or nut meats. | cups or arrange a salad platter as shown in photograph. Place tuna, crab meat, 
w Drop from teaspoon onto greased cooky sheet. | shrimp, and diced vegetables sprinkied with French dressing in separate lettuce 
Se Bake in moderate oven (350°) 15 minutes. Makes | cups. Hostess serves individual saiads trom the large platter. Pass bowl of mayon- 
! 
l 
| 
! 
| 
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See Cooks’ Round Table of Endorsed Recipes, Pages 47 and 48 


$25 Going, (roing, Gone— 


To Crunchy Cookies, Fishy Salads 


You never saw such a popular 
spot as was the Tasting-Test Kitch- 
en during try-outs for our Drop- 
Cooky and Fish Salad contest an- 
nounced last September! From edi- 
tor to printer’s devil they came sam- 
pling in droves. First choice went to 
“Pecan Crispies,” from Mrs. J. P. 
Irons, of Topeka, Kansas, which be- 
comes $5 winner and Dish of the 
Month. It’s delectably flavored, 
crisp at first, then softening a bit as 
it stands. See page 47. 

No slouches, either, were our 20 
Honor Roll $1 winners. Some of our 
first loves are on pages 47 and 48. 
There’s a considerate Molasses 
Cooky that doesn’t call for sour milk 
or cream. And Orange Drop Cookies 
liquidated with orange juice. And 
Southern Cream Cookies that get 
spanked flat with a glass. And 
Shrimp and Orange Salad that 
stumps the visiting gourmets. And 
Tuna Mousse for a Lenten special. 
And Seafood Potpourri in which 
three seafoods collaborate. And 
Salmon Macaroni Salad that 
stretches a little salmon a long way. 


Henor Roll 


Mrs. David L. MacAdam, Rochester, 
New York 
Mrs. F. L. Custer, Cleveland, Ohio 
Mrs. Lillian R. Craig, Memphis, Mo. 
Mrs. W. C. Lundgren, Oakland, Calif. 
Mrs. R. J. Davis, Barberton, Ohio 
Mrs. Fy Lenden, Oakland, Calif. 
Mrs. W. L. Stone, Washington, D. C. 
Mildred Morrill, Santa Monica, Calif. 
Mrs. C. H. Sears, Ada, Oklahoma 
Marie Kaiser, White Cloud, Mich. 
Mrs. J. E. Marshall, Mansfield, Ohio 
Viola Bradley, Seattle, Wash. 
Mrs. Dan Swartz, Sterling, Kans. 
Mrs. Dan Dugan, Germantown, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
Mrs. F. F, Purdy, Battle Creek, Mich. 
Mrs. Ellis From, Union, S. C. 
Mrs. V. J. Patterson, Argyle, Wis. 
Mrs. Kenneth M. Lewis, Breesport, 
New York 
Mrs. Ruby A. Cousins, Coquille, Ore. 
Mrs. Tom La Mantea, Eveleth, Minn. 


Your Tarn to 
Cabbage Onto a Prize 


Tuars “slanguage” for “make off 
with,” in case you’re stuck. Popped 
out because cabbage is king in our 
most economical Cooks’ Contest 
this month, sharing honors with 
tempting concoctions using grapes 
or melons. There’ll be $5 in it for 
the Dish of the Month winner, plus 
twenty $1 prizes for Honor Rollers. 

Let’s go round-the-year with cab- 
bage. Might be a winter rib-sticker 
or a hot-day salad, stuffed cabbage 
head, leaves cuddling savory meat, 
scalloped dish, cole slaw, jellied af- 
fair, or a winning way with kraut. 
Cabbage red or green—have it your 


own way. 


. 
[ HE fruity half of our cooks’ battle 
welcomes your most applauded des- 


sert, salad, or cocktail calling for 
grapes (Concord, seedless, Malaga, 
anything but Grapes of Wrath); or 
for melons (cantaloupe, Persian, 
honeydew, honeyball, watermelon, 
or any new ones you’re onto and 
we’re not). Ifit’s a salad you’re send- 
ing, be sure to mention the kind of 
dressing; or, better yet, send the 
recipe along. 

And remember, the winners of 
these 21 prizes, if they specify in their 
recipes one or more of the products adver- 
tised in this or in the past six issues of 
Better Homes & Gardens, will receive 
a package of each advertised product 
they mention, the Better Homes & 
Gardens Certificate of Endorsement, 
and six copies of the endorsed recipe. 


1. Write your recipe clearly on one 
side of the paper. Send but one recipe 
at a time and mark it ““March King 
Cabbage Recipe” or “‘March Grape- 
Melon Recipe.” 

2. Give measurements in /evel cups, 
tablespoons, and teaspoons, never in 
heaping or scant measurements. 

3. Be sure to specify in your recipe 
the brand names of the nationally known 
food products you use as ingredients— 
products available everywhere. 

4. Include 50 to 100 words about 
the history or origin of your recipe. 

5. All recipes submitted become the 
property of Better Homes G Gardens. 

6. Contest closes midnight, March 
a8, 

7. Address the recipes you enter to 
7203 Tasting-Test Kitchen, Better 
Homes & Gardens, Des Moines, Iowa. 





Here Comes Cooky 
in the News 


Send 4 Cents for 
This New Leaflet 


Yas, the whole Cooks’ 
Round Table News this month 
is packed with ’em. All drop- 
pers, for they’re fresh from our 
current Drop-Cooky Contest. 
They’re old timey and new, 
limber and crisp, fruited and 
plain. 

Let’s peek—Ice Cream Cook- 
ies like mouth-melting short- 
bread; Year-Round Cookies 
that won’t last the week; Ba- 
nana Cookies soft-hearted and 
crisp-shouldered; Fruited 
Cookies with a coffee tang; Nut 
Fingers like flossy macaroons; 
Bread-Crumb Cookies for those 
leftovers; Mother’s Molasses 
Cookies full of spicy memories; 
and Chocolate Sprinkle Cook- 
ies dashed with grated choco- 
late as a plus. 

Send 4 cents (stamps if you 
like) for your copy of “Drop 
Cookies, Old Timey and New.” 
Address Better Homes & Gardens, 
8603 Meredith Building, Des 
Moines, Iowa. 
















ADVERTISING PAGES REMOVE; 31 
» Daucurers stTitt TELL MOTHERS 


WHAT EVERY GIRL 
SHOULD KNOW 








“Better catch up with the world, Mother. Electricity is so 
clean—safe—fast—cheap that before you know it this 
invention of Mr. Edison’s will be making life easier 
and happier for everyone!”’ 


“Landsakes, what will people think up next?” 














CLEAN 
ann CHEAP 


LIKE ELECTRIC 
LIGHT! 








FAST 
AS FIRE 


-»-WITHOUT 
THE FLAME! 










id 

K<—D ae 

“Don’t get left behind, Mother. Electricity for cooking is 
clean—safe—fast—cheap . . . just like it is for light. 
Foods taste better because with electric heat savory juices 
and healthful vitamins are not lost. I do less work 
because flameless heat is so clean. I have more free time 
because fumeless heat cooks dinners while I’m out, with 
absolute safety. Homes with electric light are not com- 
pletely modern unless they have electric cooking, too.” 


SEE YOUR DEALER NOW...SEE THE NEW 1940 


ELECTRIC RANGES 


clean far low-cost cooking 


THE MODERN KITCHEN BUREAU, 420 Lexington Ave., New York, N. Y. 
ESTATE @ FRIGIDAIRE @ GENERAL ELECTRIC @ GIBSON © GLOBE-AMERICAN @ HOTPOINT 
@ KELVINATOR @ MONARCH @ NORGE @ STEWART WARNER @ UNIVERSAL @ WESTINGHOUSE 
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1. MRS. DAY: Tommy must get his vita- 
mins this winter... and in food form, 
because many biologists say they’re 
better assimilated that way. He needs 
vitamins A and D to resist colds, and 
B; to stimulate his appetite. But— 


MRS. HILL: But what? 
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3. MRS. HILL: The new COCOMALT is 
fortified with vitamins A, Bi and D... 
and calcium and phosphorus, the min- 
erals vitamin D must have to do its 
work. Iron, too, for the blood. Three 
glasses a day, with milk, provide the 
average person’s minimum require- 
ments of all these elements. 








2. MRS. DAY: I need an adding machine 
to figure the number and kinds of vita- 
mins in different foods! Not to men- 
tion the important minerals Tommy 
should get. It has me stumped! 

MRS. HILL: Well, now, look —I think 
your answer is at your nearest grocery 
or drug store... 





4. MRS. DAY: Marvelous! I’ll get Co- 
COMALT today! Is it expensive? 


MRS. HILL: No... COCOMALT is the in- 
expensive way to get your vitamins in 
really palatable form. It’s grand served 
steaming hot. It’s energizing, too... 
“Energy by the glassful!” 





Through the cooperation of the Boy Scouts of America, boys can get 

Official Boy Scout Equipment by saving the thin aluminum seals under 

the lids of COCOMALT cans. Encourage boys to help themselves by 
saving the seals for them. 














RECIPES FOR 
oo 
Se 4 


Bacon-Hominy Scramble 


[A Tasting-Test Kitchen Endorsed Recipe] 


4 slices bacon, 4 slightly 
chopped beaten eggs 

1 No. 2 can (2% 1 teaspoon salt 
cups) hominy, 14 teaspoon 
drained pepper 


Fry bacon until crisp; remove. 
Lightly brown hominy in bacon 
drippings; add eggs and cook until 
eggs are just set. Season to taste; 
add bacon. Serves 6. 


Spice Muffins 
[A Tasting-Test Kitchen Endorsed Recipe] 


1 egg 2 teaspoons 

1 egg yolk baking powder 

34 cup brown sugar }4 teaspoon soda 

1 cup sour milk 1 teaspoon nut- 
or buttermilk meg 

Y{ cup melted 1 egg white, 
shortening or beaten 
salad oil 1 tablespoon 

2 cups flour water 

14 teaspoon salt 


Beat egg and egg yolk; add sugar 
and beat well. Add sour milk and 
shortening. Add flour sifted with 
salt, baking powder, soda, and nut- 
meg; stir just until ingredients are 
moistened. Fill greased muffin pans 
¥ full. Combine egg white and wa- 
ter; brush tops. Sprinkle with granu- 
lated sugar. Bake in hot oven (425°) 
25 minutes. Makes 8 large muffins. 


Eggs Piquant 
[A Tasting-Test Kitchen Endorsed Recipe] 


1 clove garlic, 1 teaspoon 
minced Worcester- 

2 tablespoons shire sauce 
salad oil V4 teaspoon salt 


1% cups water Y{ teaspoon 
Y cup chili paprika 
sauce 6 eggs 


Simmer garlic in salad oil 10 
minutes; add water, chili sauce, 
Worcestershire sauce, and season- 
ings. Bring to boiling; reduce heat 
and slip eggs into sauce; poach un- 
til whites of eggs are set, about 5 
minutes. Remove eggs to hot but- 
tered toast slices; pour 1 tablespoon 
hot sauce over each egg. Serves 6. 


Brioche Rolls 


[A Tasting-Test Kitchen Endorsed Recipe] 


Y4 cup shortening 2 cakes com- 
\4 cup sugar pressed yeast 


1 teaspoon salt Y{ cup luke- 
1 cup milk, warm water 
scalded 2 beaten eggs 


5 cups flour 


Add shortening, sugar, and salt to 
milk; cool to lukewarm. Add flour 
to make a thick batter. Add yeast, 
softened in water, and eggs. Beat 
well. Add enough flour to make a soft 
dough. Turn on lightly floured 
board and knead. Place in greased 
bowl; cover and let rise until double 
in bulk, about 2 hours. Punch down, 
shape into desired form. Let rise 
until double in bulk—% to 34 hour. 


2 ne 


[ The Meals Appear on Page 39 | 


Bake in moderate oven (375°) 20 
to 25 minutes. Makes 3 dozen rolls. 


Breakfast Chocolate 


[A Tasting-Test Kitchen Endorsed Recipe} 


2 1-ounce squares 3 tablespoons 
unsweetened sugar 
chocolate Dash of salt 

1 cup hot water 3 cups milk 


Add broken chocolate to water in 
double boiler; place over low heat 
and stir until chocolate melts. Add 
sugar and salt; cook 4 minutes, stir- 
ring constantly. Place over boiling 
water; gradually add milk, stirring 
constantly. Heat. Just before serving 
beat until frothy. Serves 4. 


Poached Eggs on Ham Buns 


[A Tasting-Test Kitchen Endorsed Recipe] 


1 tablespoon 3 tablespoons 
butter butter 

2 tablespoons flour 1 tablespoon 

34 cup top milk lemon juice 

V4 teaspoon salt 3 round flat buns 


¥% teaspoon 6 thin 3-inch 
pepper square slices 
2 egg yolks, ham 
beaten 6 eggs 


Make white sauce of 1 tablespoon 
butter, flour, milk, and seasonings. 
Slowly stir into egg yolks. Add re- 
maining butter, 1 tablespoon at a 
time, then lemon juice. Keep warm 
in double boiler. Split and toast 
buns. Lightly brown ham in hot fat. 
Poach eggs. Place ham on buns; top 
with eggs and sauce. Serves 6. 


Whole-Wheat Waffles 
[A Tasting-Test Kitchen Endorsed Recipe] 


2 well-beaten 1 tablespoon 
egg yolks sugar 
2 cups sour milk 2 tablespoons 


1% cups flour salad oil 

1 teaspoon salt 2 stiff-beaten 

2 teaspoons egg whites 
baking powder 1 cup crushed 

14 teaspoon cereal wheat 
soda flakes 


Combine egg yolks and sour milk; 
add flour sifted with salt, baking 
powder, soda, and sugar. Add salad 
oil; beat smooth. Fold in egg whites 
and wheat flakes. Bake on ungreased 
waffle iron. Makes 7 waffles. 


Pineapple Muffins 
[A Tasting-Test Kitchen Endorsed Recipe] 


1 egg 2 cups flour 

1 cup canned 4 teaspoons 
unsweetened baking powder 
pineapple juice 14 cup sugar 

4 tablespoons ¥4 teaspoon salt 
melted 
shortening 


Beat egg with pineapple juice; 
add shortening. Add sifted dry in- 
gredients; stir just until moistened. 
Fill greased muffin pans 3 full. 
Sprinkle muffins with 2 tablespoons 
sugar mixed with 1 teaspoon grated 
orange rind. Bake in hot oven (425°) 
25 minutes. Makes 1 dozen. 
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whats the idea ? 





\,. 
TWO pans o gpiNnct: 


One wont hold it all, silly! | must 
get some bigger Aluminum pans! 





















es 


0 age 
y= 








Wrong sizes, wrong shapes, wrong this and wrong that! 
Inefficient cooking utensils cost you money every meal. 

Modern Wear-Ever gives you all the advantages of 
Aluminum ...in designs that make you say They've 
thought of everything. 

Friendly-to-food Aluminum helps preserve food values 
and natural food flavors. Heat spreads rapidly to all parts 
of the utensil. Foods are cooked evenly, beautifully. 
Aluminum is very kind to your fuel bill. These are some 
of the reasons why seven out of eight women use Aluminum. 

If you do not know where to buy Wear-Ever, write The 
Aluminum Cooking Utensil Company, 1703 Wear-Ever 
Building, New Kensington, Pennsylvania. 


LOOK FOR THE WEAR-EVER TRADEMARK WHEN YOU BUY 








SEE OUR GUARANTEE TO YOU... Bebe. . PAGE 113 
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Tweed 
Blends 
CATALOG in COLORS Choice 
and Home Decorating Guide f 66 Faniy 







—Shows all the lovely, up-to-date colors and 
patterns; 26 model rooms; new color schemes 
and furniture groupings—and tells how you, too, 
may have heavier, fuller-bodied, more luxurious 
rugs like these at savings of 40 to 50 per cent— 


—By Sending Us Your 
OLD RUGS, CLOTHING 


The big increase in wool prices makes them 
more valuable than ever. Don’t worry about 
their condition or colors. By the Olson Process 
we shred, sterilize, sort, merge and reclaim 
the seasoned wools in materials of all kinds— 
bleach, spin, dye and weave into modern 


REVERSIBLE BROADLOOM RUGS 


It's All So Easy-—your materials are picked 
up at your door by Express or Freight at our 
expense and A Week Later you can have 
rich, deep textured new rugs on your floors. 


sh Tit tea OLSON 


16 feet seamless by any length— 


sizes you can’t get elsewhere. You 
——— ome enemies a 


Risk Nothing by a Trial! We 
TEAR OUT—MAIL TODAY! ; 


Guarantee to satisfy or pay for 
your materials. Our 66th year. 
to OLSON RUG CO., Dep’t. R-19 
2800 N. Crawford Avenue, Chicago, III. | 


“iy 


y 




























We have no agents. 
CHICAGO NEW YORE SAN FRANCISCO 


Gentlemen: Yes, mail the big, New OLSON ! 
RUG CATALOG in colors, FREE to: 
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Light for the Lazy 


By Grace Stanley 





Ir WE weren’t all so lazy, we’d 
look better, feel better, and have 
better eyes. And that’s no pet pho- 
bia of mine. Any doctor will tell 
you so. Just concentrate on the next 
person you see poring over a book 
or a bit of needlework in a darkish 
room. In an effort to see, his back 
is hunched, his head bows to bring 
his eyes closer to the task, a muscu- 
lar and nervous tension marks every 
movement. You’d never guess that 
reading could be a pleasure, or sew- 
ing an enjoyable relaxation. 

Light is a magnifier. If enough is 
supplied, the average person can 
easily see print or stitches at a com- 
fortable distance. Furnish more light 
and the head lifts, the back straight- 
ens, and the muscles become relaxed. 

So why not more light? It’s hard- 
ly because light is too expensive. 
Neither is it because we don’t have 
the correct kind of lamps. It’s 
simply that the lamps we have just 
aren’t placed right, and being amaz- 
ingly lazy creatures, we can’t be 
bothered to take ourselves to where 
the lighting is good. 


Ir SEEMS so much easier to darn 
a stocking in semi-darkness than to 
cross the room to a lamp. And how 
often we ease for a moment into a 
comfortable chair with the thought 
that we'll soon be up and doing! 
First thing we know the hand reach- 
es for the morning paper or the cur- 
rent novel and an hour slips by. Had 
we deliberately planned toread, we’d 
have chosen a place near a good 
lamp, but once absorbed in our book 
it takes too much effort to move. 

In just such stolen moments much 
of our reading begins. And with such 
unpremeditated beginnings the bulk 
of our seeing tasks are done. So it’s 
up to you and me as homemakers to 
recognize the fact and plan our light- 
ing accordingly. 

At the davenport, where Junior 
drops the minute he comes in from 
school, we'll locate the best reading 
lamp we can find. Place it close to 
the end of the davenport so that a fel- 
low’s array of papers, puzzles, and 
books can all claim equal light. If 
the lamp is provided with a switch 
which controls different levels of il- 
lumination, it’s well to have it set 





Well placed for the lazy are the lamps 
in this pleasant blue living-room, 
papered in blue-gray with matching 
woodwork, deeper blue floor, and 
chintz-covered chairs. The floor lamp 
lights the wing chair and sofa; the 
table lamp, the chairs at each side; 
and the desk lamp in the corner gives 
excellent light for studying and writ- 
ing. (Lighting arranged by National 
Better Light Better Sight Bureau) 


so that the highest intensity is pro- 
duced at the first turn of the switch. 
Otherwise Junior, in his youthful 
carelessness, will sit reading in a 
light meant only for casual eye work. 


Tue chair at the radio comes next. 
It’s here Father or some other mem- 
ber is likely to take squatter’s rights 
as soon as he comes home, leaving 
it only to eat dinner and go to bed. 
He usually likes the swinging-arm 
lamp—the kind with a diffusing 
bowl on an extension arm. His lamp 
is placed close to the back of his 
chair, giving him just the light he 
wants at his finger tips. He can ad- 
just the position or select the inten- 
sity without so much as budging 
from his chair. 

But let’s don’t stop here. Every 
reading chair thruout the house 
should have its lamp placed close 
behind it and on the side where it 
fits best into the grouping. The old 
rule that light should come from the 
left side applies only to the desk 
where the hand shades the page 
while writing unless the lamp is on 
the left. For left-handed persons, 
the lamp naturally goes on the right. 


Wet all agree that no lamp 
should be left standing all by itself in 
a room. However lovely it is, basical- 
ly it’s still a functional piece of furni- 
ture and belongs in a furniture 
grouping. It’s common sense, too. 
Only the circle of light near the lamp 
is of an intensity sufficient for reading 
or sewing. The improved type of 
lamp is equipped with a reflector 
which directs a quantity of light to 
the ceiling. From there the light is re- 
flected and spread thruout the room. 
This wide distribution of light pro- 
vides general illumination, pre- 
venting those sharp contrasts of 
light and shadow [ Turn to page 79 
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People who have tested all of 
"em... all the new cars for 1940 in 
the lowest price range . . . know 
exactly what we’re talking about!... 


When you sit in this nifty, swifty, 
thrifty Chevrolet and ask for action 
in traffic, you'll find that Chevro- 
let for °40 out-accelerates all other 
lowest-priced cars—bar none! 


And when you point it up a hill 
and step on that accelerator to get 
an extra rush of smooth Valve-in- 
Head power, you'll find that Chev- 
rolet for °40 out-climbs all the 
others, too! 


Because Chevrolet for ’40 is more 
than the beauty leader—more than 


ACCELERATION 


N HILL-CLIMBING | 
Chevrolets HRST Again /” 









ae 
First in Performance Among All Lowest-Priced Cars! 


the value leader—it is also the 
performance leader among all 
economy cars! 


And it’s the feature leader, too, 
because it’s the only low-priced car 
combining such advantages as a 
Super-Silent Valve-in-Head Engine, 
New Full-Vision Body by Fisher 
with ‘‘Royal Clipper”’ Styling, Per- 
fected Hydraulic Brakes and **The 
Ride Royal*.”’ 


But you are the best judge of 
all this. . . . So please take our tip 
to eye it, try it, buy it... .Con- 
vince yourself that ‘‘Chevrolet’s 
FIRST Again!’’ 


CHEVROLET MOTOR DIVISION «+ General Motors Sales Corporation +» DETROIT, MICHIGAN 
* On Special De Luxe and Master De Luxe Series. 


EYE IT--TRY IT- + BUY IT! 


SEE OUR GUARANTEE TO YOU. . PH Hy . . PAGE 113 





The Special De Luxe Sport Sedan, $802* 








From front of grille to rear of body — for 
mm ah > sg length counts—Chevrolet for 

© longest of all lowest-priced 
Utside, big inside, big in value! 


NEW EXCLUSIVE VA 
CUUM-POw 

The only steering at starr 
column gearshift 
that does 80% of 
the work for you 
and requires only 
20% driver effort 





85-H.P. VALVE- IN-HEAD Six 


3 a UP, tot Fling 
Michigan. Transportg. 
tion based on rail rates 
state and local foxes 
(if any), optional equi 
ment and ~ 


, cessories— 
change without ie a inte. Prices subject to 
Master 85 Series 


mper guards—exirg on 





































‘vorite dish and he can’t bear 


56 


POP AND MOM had a fierce 
fight about Mom’s cooking. 
Pop said please not to seek 
steak and french fries any 
more because that’s his fa- 


to see it murdered. Mom said 
is that so? And Pop said yeh 
and went out. 











I'LL SHOW HIM! said mom, and quick 
dressed me and we went to the Magic 
Chef store. Soon as she saw that swing- 
out broiler she wasn’t mad any more. 


= 
WELL... tonight mom broiled a steak 
in the swing-out broiler and pop said 
oh boy that’s more like it. And here J 


am eating mush! 


WHAT A RELIEF! No stooping, no scorch- 
ing with Magic Chef’s novel swing-out 
broiler. Heavily insulated hi-speed 
oven and Red Wheel control assure 
perfect meals. Non clogging, self-light- 
ing burners guaranteed for the life of 
the range. See the new streamlined 
Magic Chef gas ranges at the gas com- 
pany or your dealer. There’s a model 
at a price to fit your budget. Conven- 
ient terms, if you wish. (Live beyond 
the gas mains? Magic Chef and Pyro- 
fax Tank Gas Service available East 
of the Rockies.) American Stove Co., 
Dept. M223, Chouteau Ave., St. Louis. 


© 1940, American Stove COMPANY 


That range will look beautiful in my 
kitchen, said mom. Can you deliver it 
today? Sure, said the man, and you can 
buy it on convenient terms if you like. 







SAVE WITH A 
€ 





THE “RED WHEEL” GAS RANGE WITH 
THE LIFETIME BURNER GUARANTEE 








Wall News This Spring 


Nu-Wood; Wood Conversion Co 















The Insulite Company 


In this Milwaukee home, there’s a very smart and interesting idea in the wide 
fiberboard used horizontally. In all rooms of a home, but particularly in a 
dining-room, this sound-reducing material is practical as well as decorative 
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Certain-teed Products Corporalion 
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[ Begins on page 32] 


Sloping ceilings can pre- » 
sent real problems for 
home decorators. In this 
under-the-eaves room 
they’ve been skillfully 
handled, using squares 
ofa fiberboard. Walls em- 
ploy the same material, 
laid in horizontal lines 


# Random widths of varie- 
gated fiberboard line the 
walls in this cottage at 
Dowagiac, Michigan, 
blending pleasantly with 
maple furnishings and 
plain tan board ceiling 


SEE OUR GUARANTEE TO YOU... Belek. . 


Wall-Tex; Columbus Coated Fabrics Corp. 





United States Gypsum Company 


. 2. ae. | bi 


t 


Plaster cracks are often our 
biggest bugaboo in the job of 
redecorating. This wall fabric, 
here used in a bedroom, is de- 
signed in the most charming 
patterns and covers the offend- 
ing cracks completely. What's 
more, it’s really washable 


 There’s a pleasant feeling of 
rightness in this dining-room, 
where wallboard sets the stage 
of French Provincial furnish- 
ings, and cornice and dado 
complete the decorative theme 
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NEW! SMART, BEAUTIFUL 
KARO SYRUP PITCHER 


CERTIFIED RETAIL ONLY ¢ 
VALUE $129 alt 


AND THE LABEL FROM 


— OF KARO 
- 


RED CATALIN TOP REMOVABLE 
FOR CLEANING 















AUTOMATIC CLOSURE 
RELEASE 


STAINLESS STEEL CUT-OFF 
SLIDE AND CHROMIUM FINISH 
SANICUT CLOSURE 


RED CATALIN 
HANDLE 


@ The Dripless Sanicut Server 
closes automatically—no spilling 
even if tipped accidentally. This 


Syrup Pitcher is easy to operate, 





easy to keep clean and is guaran- 





teed against defects in material 





and workmanship. It makes an 





excellent gift or bridge prize. 





a = Merely fill out the coupon below 
Copyright 1940 (il & 7 ; 
King Featares aX 4 ie and mail it with 50¢ in check 


> 
bw _ es, 
” Vm or money order together with 
CPE ' : : 
= 
YJ 











nd is, Lo < 
4 
: DR. DAFOE SAYS: any Karo label (Blue Label, Red 


*Karo is the only Syrup served tothe Dionne Label, or Waffle Label) and the 
quintuplets. Its maltose and dextrose are ideal 
carbohydrates for growing children". Pitcher will be sent you postpaid. 


KARO SYRUP IS RICH IN DEXTRINS - MALTOSE - DEXTROSE 


CORN PRODUCTS SALES COMPANY, P. 0. Box 171 
Trinity Station, New York, N. Y.— Department E-3 


Enclosed herewith is fifty cents in 1] CHECK 
1 MONEY ORDER and a Karo Label. Please send the KARO PITCHER to 

























Name 
















City. State. 


This offer good only in the United States, expires June 30, 1940. 
States of Idaho, Nevada, Montana, and Kansas. 


























NO EXCUSE FORA RED, SORE 
NOSE DURING COLDS WHEN YOU USE 
SOFT KLEENEX TISSUES THAT 

DON'T WAD OR SHRED. 


& Tell me 
Another™ 


wp KLEENEX 


yp AND win 2522 FOR EVERY 
KLEENEX TRUE CONFESSION 
PUBLISHED! MAIL TO KLEEWEY 
AT 9/9 N. MICHIGAN AVE. 
CHICAGO, (LL. 








ov, DID SHE BEEF 
WHEN SHE CAUGHT ME CUEANING- 
MY PIPES WITH A HANDKERCHIEF, 
"KLEENEX OR ELSE; SHE SAYS. AND 
WAS I SURPRISED WHEN KLEENEX 
4 DID THE JOB BETTER. 


(from a letter by L. T. B.. Smackover. Ark.) ) 


KLEENEX 1S BOXED SO CLEVERLY 
...ONE HAND REMOVES A TISSUE 
. AND UP POPS ANOTHER... 


ORDINARY KINDS CAN'T COMPARE. 
(from a letter by S. C. S., Pittsburgh, Pa. ) J 
- 























pip Yow KNow?. 


DURING COLDS ESPECIALLY 
KLEENEX TISSUES SOOTHE 
YOUR NOSE, SAVE MONEY, 
REDUCE HANDKERCHIEF 
WASHING: YOU USE EACH 
TISSUE ONCE-THEN DESTROY, 
GERMS ANO ALL. KEEP THE 
KLEENEX SERV-A-TISSUE 
BOX IN EVERY ROOM IN THE 
HOUSE —KITCHEN, NURSERY, 





it HAVE 45 CHILDREN 
YOU SEE, I TEACH SCHOOL- HAVE 
45 PUPILS-AND I WOULONT KNow || BATHROOM AND BEC te ey 
WHAT TO DO WITHOUT KLEENEX . 
WHEN SNIFFLES START. * 


(from a letter by E. M., Edenton. N.C.) 




















‘New! KLEENEX ““AUTO-SERV“”’ to keep Kleenex handy in your Car! 


Fits under 
Glove Compartment 


Serves Kleenex like this 
ITS A NEAT 

y cvcomum woof ie — 

ow sate ar avo | ‘Sete 

a = aad 


ADOPT THE KLEENEX HABIT / 


KLEENEX * DISPOSABLE TISSUES (* Trade Mark Reg. U. S. Pat. Off.) 





LITTLE GARDENERS HAVE 


Bis 


Fun 


A Lesson in Parenthood 





“Our gardening adventures might have been excuses for long 
lectures on the wonders of Nature and the complexities of 
botany, but they were nothing of the sort. We raise flowers 
and vegetables because it’s fun to raise them—a game against 


weeds and drouth.” . . 


By N. Carmichael 


One of the most memorable les- 
sons in parenthood I ever had came 
the day my little two-year-old 
Marian padded along behind me 
as I set cabbage plants in the gar- 
den. While my back was turned she 
upset my bucket of water and 
scudded back to the innocent shade 
of the grape arbor. 

I had been too flattered by her 
beaming attention to treat the in- 
cident as anything but a joke, so 
she was soon at my heels again. She 
upset the bucket a second time; and 
plopped herself right into the puddle. 

Right there I gave her the first 
helpful task she has ever done. While 
I made a hole and set a plant she 
dipped up a cup of water and stood 
poised to pour it around the roots 
when I gave the word. We were a 
long time setting that row of cab- 
bage and had a lot of mishaps, but 
we had fun, too; and Marian has 
been grubbing around in the dirt 
making things grow ever since. 


Tuar day in the cabbage patch a 
new corner of a very big world 
opened up for a little girl. She 
grasped the fact that things grow, 
that seeds make little plants and 
that little plants make big ones. It 
was a miracle to her, a miracle in 
which she could have part. 


. Meet Taddy and Marian, above 


Marian’s first garden was a few 
short rows of, of all things, popcorn. 
Really it was a logical choice. The 
ears were pretty little things and 
were put to all sorts of uses in her 
play-like games. 

Mother had to break the stalks 
down so Marian could reach the 
ears, but they were eager little child- 
ish hands that pulled the shucks off 
and twisted the ears out. 


THere have been several gardens 
since then. Very simple affairs, in- 
deed; but to one little boy and one 
little girl they were wonderful. 
Marian has gone in for zinnias be- 
cause “Grandmother likes them’’; 
and Taddy insists on carrots because 
he and his playmates like to wash 
them under the pump and eat them 
raw when they are small and tender. 

Children aren’t very subtle and 
not very patient. They want some- 
thing that will bloom quickly and 
make a big show. 

Marigolds and nasturtiums are 
fine. They practically never fail, and 
they bear profusely within a few 
weeks. The small varieties of zinnias 
are charming. Snapdragons require 
a little more attention, but children 
love them because of their mouths. 
Annual pinks are interesting because 
of their many shades and markings. 
Scabiosa fascinates little girls once 
their resemblance to pincushions has 
been pointed out. 

Your child may find vegetables 
more attractive [ Turn to page 86 
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How Big IS A LITTLE ILLNESS ¢ 


Take no chances...call the doctor... 
keep sick rooms clean with “LYSOL” 


HENEVER there is any sickness in 
W sour household, keep the sick room 
... and everything that goes into it... 
hygienically clean. “Lysol” helps make 
cleaning easier and more effective. 


Every week, the wise mother disinfects 
every nook and corner of the house with 
“Lysol” disinfectant. But this sensible 
routine becomes even more important 
during sickness or epidemics. 


Don’t wait for sickness to strike. Pre- 
paredness helps protect your family’s 
good health. Check NOW your sick room 
supplies. Make sure that your bathroom 
cabinet . . . including “Lysol”. . . is ready 
at all times for any emergency. 


Keep a bottle of “Lysol” on hand al- 
ways, in the kitchen as well as in the 
bathroom, so that you may disinfect as 
you clean...in every part of the house. 











“Lysol” is efficient; it kills most danger- 
ous germs. “Lysol” is highly concentrated, 
and therefore economical to use. On sale 
at all drug counters. With every bottle of 
“Lysol” come full directions for its many 
household uses. 


Shop and save at your Neighborhood 


CHECK YOUR SICK ROOM NEEDS NOW! ... ] 
Druggist’s during Sick Room Needs Week. 


Your Neighborhood Druggist is Featuring Sick Room Needs NOW— 





Copyright, 1940, by Lehn & Fink Prodocts Corp. 








SEE OUR GUARANTEE TO YOU .. Heke . . PAGE 113 
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TIME SAVER AND WORK 
SAVER. Kohler ehiwin 
~cast-iro lwin 
Cine, en ste 
gs pu i 
= Rwhere you wan 







hem. 
Kohler sink 


*T ook them ov 





ee 3 


” ere *s & 
™ designed 


: for you. 
riced er soon. 





A FIRST FLoor washroom is not 
only a great convenience, but 
also intimates to every guest 
that you are a thoughtful hostess 
—a discriminating person. 


Haven’t you a little-used 
clothes closet or room under the 
stairs? 314 x 41% feet is ample 
space for the Kohler Lavette 
that so much reflects your 
modern outlook. 


Be sure to look at Kohler 
fixtures. Beautiful, useful, 
matched designs . . . luster-fin- 
ish .. . quality straight through 

. prices you can afford to 
pay ... these are what the 
name “Kohler” stands for. 


Ask an architect or builder 
to look at your house. Then in- 
stall a Kohler Lavette. It will 
add to the value of your house 
and will be a hall-mark of your 
good taste. Kohler Co. Founded 
1873. Kohler, Wisconsin. 


SEND FOR FREE BOOKLET 
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il ] 
KOHLER °9F KOHLER: 
Wl PLANNED PLUMBING AND HEATING : 
: KOHLER CO., Dept. 2-H-3, Kohler, Wis. 1 
4 Please send me your beautiful 24-page booklet, in 4 handsome 4 
" colors, containing new plans and color schemes for bathrooms 4% 
a and kitchens. t 
: (C1! PLAN TO BUILD OO! PLAN TO REMODEL H 
" i 
a Name + 
1 t 
1 Address : 
: ee ee 





Native limestone walls cost, as Mrs. Coe puts it, “‘about one coat of 
paint more than frame walls.’’ Only the silvery-gray pecky cypress 


‘ i 
re) . : 





and the old handmade brick for the fireplace weren’t available locally 


Details for Everybody 


Even Tam, the Coes’ 
Scottie, finds especi- 
ally useful details in 
this unique five-room 


home from the moors 


Irs not often you see a five- 
room home done in the Eng- 
lish tradition. Big places, yes, 
but not five-room ones. Yet 
this home, designed by Wil- 
liam N. Caton for the S. J. 
Coes, Winfield, Kansas, nice- 
ly carries on that rugged, en- 
during look of the moors. 
Like it? 

Architect Caton worked in 
features especially suited to 
the whole family. He designed the 
front bedroom especially for Mrs. 
Coe, whose hobby is weaving. Its 
fireplace and pine-paneled walls 
make it a cozy room indeed, and 
especially good for showing her 
weaving. She has set up her large 
hand loom there under the win- 
dow. At night Mr. Coe, out on 
farms most of the day, heads for a 
comfortable chair and a good book 
beside the living-room fireplace, 
which is fronted with old hand- 
made bricks. The small son in the 
family, Mike, goes thru clean 
clothes at a gallop, and the fact 
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Mr. Coe, in the farm-loan business, 
is out going over fields most all day; 
so the warm fireside, with plenty 
of reading handy, is his favorite 
spot when he gets home at night 


that the house is basementless and 
has a laundry just off the kitchen is 
much to his advantage, tho Mrs. 
Coe is more_aware of it than he. 
Tam, the Coe Scottie, has found 
the high stone window ledges make 
a fine place to stretch in the sun 
out of Mike’s reach. 


STORAGE space is provided un- 
der the roof and over the garage. 
Panels in the front bedroom are re- 
movable, exposing sizable areas 
under the roof. Living- and dining- 
rooms have low ceilings of pecky- 
cypress beams and pine _ boards. 


See 
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CLEVELAND, OHIO— The NET COST 
of complete Celotex ceil- 


ing and sidewall insu- 
lation for this attractive 








§-room “pers -type 
home 





EVANSTON, ILL—NET COST of 


complete Celotex oe 
ing and sidewall — 
lation for this acon 





Cape Cod home . 





KANSAS CITY, MO.—1 1-room Amer- 
ican Colonial house. 


NET COST for 
complete Celotex in- 
pone yor oR ion of nee 


CE 





rns, roof and ceilings of a home built 
according to this advanced principle, are 
SEALED against wind, water and weather, 
INSULATED against summer heat and 
winter fuel loss, PROTECTED against 
vapor condensation, BRACED and 
STRENGTHENED amazingly. These 
benefits are brought by Celotex Vapor-seal 


| 






SEE OUR GUARANTEE TO YOU .. 
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4, Build-we Money Too. / 


Advanced Building Method Assures 
VITAL SIDEWALL INSULATION as Well as Roof or 
Ceiling Protection WI THOUT COSTLY EXTRAS! 


HEN you make the most important invest- 

\¢ ment of your lifetime—when you build 

your “dream house’’—make sure that it won’t be 

obsolete the day it’s completed. Don’t be con- 

tent with partial insulation when you can own a 

completely insulated home at little or no added 
cost. 


With the advanced principles of Ceiotex Safety 
Sealed Construction you get the plus comforts 
and the plus fuel savings of weatherproof, vapor 
sealed sidewall insulation in addition to insula- 
tion protection of ceiling or roof. And you get 
this vital safeguard to the value of your home 
without the cost of high priced “extras.” You 
simply use modern, double-duty materials to 
replace materials you would have to buy anyway! 


In Celotex Safety Sealed Construction, Celotex 
Vapor-seal Sheathing replaces the conventional 


WILKINSBURG, PA— NET COST 


for a Case, ceiling and 
sidewall insulation of § 
this 6-room _— 


type home was . . 


PITTSBURGH, PA.— The ceilings and 


sidewalls of this 6-room 
house completely in- a9 
sulated with Celotex at 


NET COST of . 





LOT EX 


REG. U. S. PAT. OFF. 


/ CELOTEX 


SAFETY 





GUARANTEED INSULATION 


Sheathing and Lath, plus Celotexr Triple 
Sealed Shingles—the patent-process roofing 
that includes extra, long-life advantages. 
Since these modern products replace ma- 
terials you would otherwise have to buy, you 
get a better house at lowest cost. 


* This guarantee, when issued, applies only within 
Continental United States. 
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types, and Celotex Vapor-seal Lath replaces ordi- 
nary plaster base. Thus the roof or ceiling is 
sealed and insulated, and the sidewalls—the big- 
gest heat loss area in a home—are sealed and insu- 
lated against heat and cold and vapor condensa- 
tion! And Celotex Insulation is guaranteed in writ- 
ing for the life of the building!* 


So before you build, see your Celotex Dealer. 
In a few moments time he can explain the sound 
advantages of Celotex Safety Sealed Comstruc- 
tion—the better way to build. He'll show you how 
to build a better home at lowest cost. He'll give 
you a copy of the new book “Build Better for 
Less Money with Celotex.”” This book will help you 
avoid mistakes that can result in an obsolete house. 
See him today. Or send the coupon. The Celotex 
Corporation, 919 North Michigan Avenue, 
Chicago, Illinois. 


RAMSEY COUNTY, MIIN.— Complete 


Crlotex insulation of 

ceilings and sidewalls 

of this 6-room Colonial 359) 
WHEN YOU BUILD, INSIST ON GENUINE 
CELOTEX INSULATION. NO OTHER 


home included at NET 
COST of .. ° 
GIVES All THESE Sf ADVANTAGES! 



























Genuine Celotex Insulation Is Guar- 


1 anteed W, 
the Building riting for the Life of 


y) The Insulating 
Genuine Celotex 
After Installation. 


Only Celotex Is Protect 
ed A 
3 Termites and Dry Rot oa sa 
xclusive Patented Ferox Process 


4 With Celotex You Get the Amazing 


Strength of Long- 
Louisiana Loe Life, Long-Fibre 


One of the important addition with 
al values 
CELOTEX SAFETY SEALED CONSTRUCTION the 


lasting beauty and 
TRIPLE SEALED stiNoLtS to” &%f CELOTEX 


Effectiveness of 
Doesn't Change 








THE CELOTEX CORPORATION 
919 N. Michigan Ave., Chicago, Illinois | 
Without obligation, please send me free complete | 
information about Celotex Safety Sealed Constructioa. 
Also other information on i 
! 
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Young Mr. Hubbard 


went to the cupboard... 








For lamp bulbs. . and he 


could have sworn... 








That his wife kept some there 
But the cupboard was bare 








AND THAT’S HOW 
* BULB-SNATCHERS ARE BORN! 














* BULB-SNATCHER...the 
pence in seeey every 
ousehold who goes 
around snatching bulbs 
out of one socket to fill 
another, regardless of size. You can 
3 against this menace to eye-sight 
rh ae a supply of the right size 
Mazpa lamps on hand. Enough so 
per reading lamp can have at least 
100 watts, well p My we But be sure 
they’re marked G-E! Even the 100 watt 
E Maza lamp is down to 15¢. 





G-E— MAZDA LAMPS 
15, 25, 40, 60, 75 15° 
and 100 watts.. 

G-E DIME LAMPS 


7%, 15, 30, 60 10 
watts,marked GE 


G-E MAZDA LAMPS 
GENERAL £2 ELECTRIC 
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Money Garden 
for Children 


No. 29 of a Series on Family 
Life Insurance by RAY GILES 


Tue Twitchells have three small 
children. Ann’s 5; Jean’s 7; Tom- 
my’s 9. Recently their father told 
me of an interesting type of endow- 
ment he has taken for each child. 

“It’s called an infantile endow- 
ment,” he explained, ‘and it’s 
really a little dollar garden where a 
child can learn valuable lessons 
about money and good manage- 
ment. It teaches both thrift and the 
principles of life insurance.” 

This contract contains unusual 
features. Fundamentally it’s a 
long-term endowment for $500. The 
cost is about $10 a year. The ma- 
turity date, if the child is 5 when 
the contract is issued, will be at the 
age of 39; for a 7-year-old it’s at 40; 
and for a boy or girl of 9 it’s at the 
age of 41. So you see the policy is 
primarily a long-range savings plan. 


Bur it also has considerable attrac- 
tion as life insurance, for if the child 
should die before the policy matures 
as an endowment, the parents would 
receive $500, assuming that they are 
named as beneficiaries. (When the 
contract is issued at the age of 5, the 
death benefit would be slightly less 
than $500 during the first two years.) 

Today the importance of having a 
small “clean-up” policy of life in- 
surance for every member of the 
family is recognized by many 
thoughtful parents, for the death 
expenses, including doctor’s bills, 
of even a small child can be great 
enough to interfere with education 
of surviving brothers and sisters. 

Next, this endowment recognizes 
the hazards of accidents. If the 
child should die by accident, the 
payment to the beneficiary would 
be $1,000 instead of $500. And if 
both hands or feet were lost in an 
accident, or accident resulted in per- 
manent blindness, $500 would be 
paid immediately to the child and 
it would be given also $500 worth of 
paid-up life insurance. 

As with other endowments, the 
cash value of this policy becomes 
greater each year. It thus becomes 
growing collateral for borrowing if 
that should ever be necessary. 


Finatty, at maturity of the en- 
dowment, the proceeds can be used 
to increase the policyholder’s life 
insurance for the protection of the 
family he’s likely to have at that 
time. The $500, together with accu- 
mulated dividends, will buy a nice 
amount of paid-up life insurance. 
So I’m not surprised at Twitch- 
ell’s enthusiasm over this unusual 
financial arrangement. “It’s both 
savings and life insurance in one 
and the same package,” he declares, 
pretty well pleased with himself. 
“And with that definite goal of 
$500 in sight, I believe that my 
children will be glad to pay the 
premiums when they can.” And he’s 
right as right can be in thinking that 
no other plan teaches thrift and the 
essentials of insurance so well. 








You'll be eee of your house for 


DOUBLE -WHITE house. Arch: 


years to come if you paint with Cabot’s 
DOUBLE-WHITE. As it wears down slowly, 





smoothly, it literally sheds the dirt. 


On brick, too, Cabot’s pousie- 
WHITE looks well for years. It is not 
affected by gases in the air which soon 





discolor most white paints. 


For blinds —or 7+ creams, grays and 
other body colors — use smooth, non- 
fading Cabot’s Gloss Collopakes — made 
of pure pigments, without fillers. 


The long life of Cabot’s Collo- 
pakes results directly from our pat- 
ented Collopaking process by which 
the pigments are divided far finer 
than in other methods. Collopakes 
are colloidal paints. Oil and pigment 
are inseparable, functioning as a unit 
to form a tough uniform film — 
porcelain-smooth — with no brush 
marks to collect dirt and grime. 





Cabot’s 
DOUBLE-WHITE 





and Gloss Collopakes 


The Colloidal Paints 


seeceen F °4 £ BB ccscscecee 
ay 
Sy 


The Little White Book. 
Contains helpful infor- 
mation. Shows pictures 

= of many prize winning 
houses painted with Cabot’s DouBLE- 
wits, Old Virginia White and 
Gloss Collopakes mney paints). 
Write for your cop +" Samuel 
Cabot, Inc., 1211 Siives uilding, 
Boston, Mass. 









Our Front and 


By Marjorie Henderson 


Like so many homes built about 
twenty-five years ago, ours had the 
then-fashionable front and back par- 
lors separated by rolling doors. The 
fireplace was centered on one side of 
the front room, with a recessed win- 
dow on either side. Across the back 
of the rear room were three small 
windows extending out about a foot 
and a half beyond the line of the 
house in bay-window fashion. Nei- 
ther room alone was big enough, so 
we decided to make the two into one 
good-sized living-room. 

The partition was removed. To 
break that long look we put in a new 
picture window at the far end, flush 
with the line of the house. Then to 
give the appearance of width, we 
had our bookcases built in on an 
angle at either side of the window. 
A deep shelf across the top of the 
window joins these two units. To 
conceal the large radiator, directly 
in front of the window, we added a 
grilled window seat joining the lower 
part of the two book units. 


N OW the mantel—the most pre- 
carious job of all! Since we couldn’t 
actually move the chimney or the 
fireplace opening farther down to- 
ward the center of the new room, we 
produced the effect by building a 
wood-box on the left side where the 
old window had been. The mantel 
was lowered and extended over the 
wood-box. Then we paneled right to 
the ceiling. The hearth, which was 
too deep, was narrowed and ex- 
tended the full length of the unit. 
The old recessed window on the 
right was removed, and part of the 
opening used for a French door lead- 
ing to the porch. 


Tue dark chestnut woodwork not 
only dated the room but made it 
seem dark and gloomy. So the wood 
trim and the ceiling were painted a 
soft ivory and a diamond-patterned 
paper used on the walls. On the 
wood-box and the cabinets under 
the bookshelves went “‘H” and “L” 
hinges. Then the floor was patched 
and scraped and at last our new 
room was completed. With the ex- 
ception of a new square-patterned 
hooked rug and a couple of lamps, 
we used all our old furniture. Our 
new linen draperies boast all the 
soft warm colors that are in the rug, 
and so do the slip-covers. 

Opposite the fireplace seemed the 
perfect place for our divan, with a 
small table and lamp at either end. 
For directly over the divan we have 
an oil painting of Great-Grand- 
father, until now reposing in the 
store room. Off came the heavy 
gilt frame, to be treated with a mild 
soap and a coat of French shellac. 
I’m sure I can now detect a very 
pleased gleam in Great-Grandfa- 
ther’s eye. 


So NOW our room is finished and 
it’s just as we visualized it—comfort- 
able, homelike, cheerful, and above 
all, full of that lived-in feeling. 


BETTER HOMES & GARDENS, MARCH, 1940 
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Back Parlors Join Forces 





Before When we decided to make our front and back parlors one, 
we had this fireplace in one room. It immediately gave the new 
room an unbalanced effect; besides, it was a dark, somber fire- 
place with a very wide expanse of brick, so here is what we did. . . 





After With the partition between the rooms gone, the fireplace 
seemed badly off-center. Unable to move it because of the chim- 
ney, we enlarged the unit, giving it a more generous air and greater 
importance. Our new mantel framed in a great deal of the red brick 































Before It was indeed a dreary, long-drawn-out view thru the 
two rooms to an uninteresting group of windows on a flat wall, 
with the white-painted radiator standing out prominently; the 
only break, dark wood trim at partition. So this is what we did. . . 
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After We rebuilt the old bay in the second parlor, framed it 
with bookshelves set at an angle, then concealed the radiator with 
a white cover. Color was added, too, by our curtains and china pieces 
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DO YOU GREET YOUR GUESTS COLDLY ? 








Whether you want radi- 
ator or warm air heat, 
burning oil or gas, 
there’s a G-E heating 
unit to give you clean, 
comfortable heat. 


WANT RADIATOR HEAT? WANT WARM AIR HEAT? 


G-E Furnace (oil or gas; for steam, G-E Winter Air Conditioner (oil or 
hot water or vapor). Beautifully stream- gas) circulates conditioned warm air— 
lined—gives you the most economical, filtered free of dust, humidified for 
care-free heat p/us abundant hot water greater comfort and better health. You 
summer and winter. can add Summer Cooling. 


WANT A COMBINATION ? WANT AN OIL BURNER? 


Here’s the modern way to combine ad- G-E Oil Burner can be installed in 
vantages of radiator heat and conditioned your present furnace in one day ,wwhether 
warm air heat—a G-E Furnace (oil or you have radiator or warm air heat. 
gas) with Conditioner Unit. You can Costs surprisingly little to buy and run. 


add Summer Cooling! Quiet, odorless. 





Get full details from your local G-E distributor (see Classified Telephone Direc- 
tory under Air Conditioning, Oil Burners or Gas Furnaces) or send coupon. 


-------- GENERAL @ ELECTRIC------- 4 


4 1 
1 GENERAL ELECTRIC COMPANY ! 
I Div. 190-214, Bloomfield, N. J. 1 
I Please send me literature on G-E [) Oil Furnace for radiator heat; [ Oil Winter Air ! 
! Conditioner for warm air heat; () Oil Burner for my present furnace; [) Gas Furnace for 1 
radiator heat; () Gas Winter Air Conditioner for warm air heat; () Summer Air Conditioning. 
| SAAN 6 cts en son on en et es een es ene gee eben ge enen enemas ena een l 
l I 
Raceeseih dill tidinstneenspiehupemetneineitanasennsinseeinidniiabeianastenuniinininatinmidiaial 















HOW TO BUILD 

















USE GENUINE CEDAR SHINGLES 
and RUST-PROOF NAILS 


Good for thirty to forty years . . . no damage from hail... 
wind resistant . . . substantial because triple laid . . . archi- 
tecturally correct and beautiful. As a leading realtor expressed 
it, “A genuine Cedar Shingle roof is a sign of prosperity.” 


There’s comfort under a Cedar Shingle roof—frost, damp 
and heat cannot penetrate the highly insulated cellular cedar 
wood. Certigrade Cedar Shingles are perfect in manufacture 
and to guarantee this perfection an official inspection is carried 
on at the mills before the Certigrade Inspection label is per- 


mitted on the product. 


When There’s Need For Re-Roofing 
Consult Your Lumber Dealer 





His responsibility as a citizen of 
your community is worth a lot 
to you. He'll arrange details. 
He’ll explain the benefits of over- 
roofing right over the old 
shingles. Done without litter to 
yard, damage to shrubbery or 
within the house while the job is 
being done. 


Send 10 cents for “Home Protection”, a booklet 
you'll find infinitely useful if you contemplate 


building or repairing. 


Address Red Cedar Shingle 


Bureau, Seattle, Wash., or Vancouver, B. C., Canada. 
FOR GUARANTEED GRADES AND QUALITY, SPECIFY— 


CERTIGRADE 


SHINGLES 











Ne. 4 in a Series—The Putters Build a Home 


How Big 


Is a Boiler? 


«cc 

Mopern science certainly is 
wonderful,” remarked Mr. Putter, 
settling back to his after-dinner ci- 
gar. “I’m thinking particularly of the 
way in which you specified the cor- 
rect boiler size for our new house. I 
don’t see how a fellow can tell just 
how much heat a house is going to 
need. Houses vary so much in size, 
climatic location, room exposures, 
wall materials. . . . it seems amazing 
that even an architect can sit down 
with pencil and paper, and figure 
it all out.” 

“Well,” said Mr. Roberts mod- 
estly, “it’s quite simple, once you 
know how. As a matter of fact, I 
didn’t do the actual figuring myself. 
Our heating man did that. Then I 
checked his calculations. It’s always 
wiser to let a specialist do the work, 
and then temper his findings with 
your own common sense.” 

“Even so”—Mr. Putter was de- 
termined to admire the architect— 
“the whole thing seems so complex 
. . . how you can come to an accu- 
rate result like picking out a Sohot 
12-X boiler, as in our case.” 


Mr. ROBERTS felt the compel- 
ling urge to reveal all. 

“You know,” he confided, “it’s 
not as accurate as you may think. 
The whole process is based on a 
series of assumptions. Here’s how it’s 
worked.” The architect leaned for- 
ward with his elbows on his knees. 

“First of all, let’s answer this 
question: ‘What do we do when we 
heat a house?’ I think you'll agree 
that what we’re really doing is re- 
placing the heat the house loses.” 

“Correct.” 

“If, therefore, we calculate the 
amount the house loses, we know 
how much we must supply. Check?” 

“Check.” 

“Now, then, heat is measured in 
terms of B.T.U.’s.” 

“B.T. whats?” 

*B.T.U.’s. British thermal units,” 
the architect explained, ‘“—the 
amount of heat that will raise the 
temperature of one cubic foot of 
water one degree Fahrenheit. Is that 
clear?”’ 


“Oh, 
“Quite.” 


Wet, then, to find the number 
of B.T.U.’s which pass to the out- 
doors, we must know three things— 
the indoor temperature, the wall and 
roof materials, and the outdoor tem- 
perature. Of these, only one is fixed 
and definite—the materials and their 


yes,” said Mr. Putter. 





By Eugene Lord 


resistance to heat flow, as determined 
by laboratory tests. The other two 
we assume. Indoors, let’s say, the 
temperature is 70. Outdoors, zero. 
And here we have the first two as- 
sumptions. Do you follow me?” 

“Yes, indeed,” said Mr. Putter, 
airily. “Go right ahead.” 

“Of course, these assumptions 
vary for different parts of the coun- 
try, according to the climate, but 
they’re nevertheless quite arbitrary.” 

“I can see that,” Mr. Putter put 
in. “‘Why, I remember three win- 
ters agp... 


“ce 

Now, then”—the architect was 
not to be sidetracked—‘‘each ma- 
terial tested is listed according to its 
heat conductive capacity. For in- 
stance, if the conductance of a cer- 
tain material is 2, that means that 
each square foot of the material’s 
surface will lose two B.T.U.’s each 
hour for each degree of tempera- 
ture difference between the indoors 
and the outdoors. If it’s 70 indoors, 
and zero outside, and there are 10 
square feet of the material, that will 
be—hm—two times 70 ,times 10 
—1,400 B.T.U.’s per hour. And that’s 
the amount of heat we must supply 
to offset the loss thru that particular 
material. By continuing this process 
over all the exposed surface of the 
house, we arrive at the heat re- 
quirements. Simple enough, isn’t it?” 

“No,” said Mr. Putter, “‘but nev- 
er mind. Go ahead, and I'll try to 
catch up.” 

‘Further assumptions are brashly 
made in the form of allowances for 
air changes, prevailing winds, ex- 
posure, sun radiation, and so forth, 
before we reach our final figure.” 


« 

Anp that’s what the boiler has 
to supply?” There was a tinge of 
eagerness in Mr. Putter’s voice, like 
the whinny of a mare when it smells 
the stable. 

““No—we generally double it, just 
to be on the safe side.”’ 

“WHAT!” Mr. Putter dropped 
cigar ash on his vest. “‘After all that 
calculation? How is it that our heat- 
ing systems manage to work at all?” 

“Well,” said the architect, “‘that’s 
why we have thermostats, variable 
radiator valves, automatically ad- 
justable burners. . . . They are to 
the heating system what the accel- 
erator and brake are to your car. 
Now, do you still think modern 
science is wonderful?” 

‘Miraculous. .. .” sighed Mr. 
Putter. 
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The plaster walls in my old sewing-room were full of cracks, so we put Masonite 
Tempered Presdwood over them and grooved it with a horizontal design. My 
Tempered Presdwood cutting-table folds into the wall and my sewing-machine be- 
comes a dressing table. And so the room can be turned into a delightful guest room! 





And here’s the grand room we made for Harry, Jr., in the attic, by using 
Masonite Structural Insulation to close in previous waste space. Harry loves 
it; and we get the benefit of its insulating qualities. ... Why don’t you see 
how easily and cheaply Masonite products can help you fix over your home? 
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OUR “CASTLE” 


IS NOT FOR SALE ANY MORE 


Hooray! Down comes the sign. 
The old home is “saved.” 
It’s better looking than ever. 
More rooms too. 
And the whole remodeling job cost so little. 
Let’s tell people how we did it. 


i 


Mi ad 








I 


— Cn 


Just look at this cozy den of Harry’s . . . transformed from the old parlor, by 
having built-in sofa, bookshelves and private closet of Masonite Tempered Presd- 
wood. You see, it’s a very strong, all-wood board that is grainless and moisture- 
resisting. Ideal for remodeling, because it won’t warp, chip, split or crack. 








And then we turned the twins’ room into a real nursery, by putting Masonite 
Tempered Presdwood right over the old walls and ceiling. We painted the walls 
peach and the ceiling pale blue. And we found it was easy to make the built-in 
furniture of Tempered Presdwood too. It can be cut or sawed to any size or shape. 


COPYRIGHT 1940, MASONITE CORPORATION 


2 ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ees mt MAIL THIS COUPON FOR FREE SAMPLE AND FULL DETAILS = gem oem oe ee ee ee ee ee ee 


MASONITE 





THE WONDER WOOD OF A THOUSAND USES ¢ SOLD BY LUMBER DEALERS EVERYWHERE 
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TEMPERED Name 


MASONITE CORPORATION, Dept. BH-6, 111 West Washington Street, Chicago, Illinois 
(CD Please send me FREE sample and more information about Masonite Tempered Presdwood for 


new and remodeled homes. 





PRESDWOOD Address 


City 















| WAS ASHAMED TO TELL 
THEM WHICH CAKE 
| BAKED! 


oe 
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OW could Lou confess that the cake 
she made was the one everybody 
poked fun at? 


If only she had realized the impor- 
tance of choosing her baking powder. 
Any woman can be more certain of 
baking success every time with de- 
pendable Royal. 


You see Royal, made with Cream 
of. Tartar, has a special “steady action” 
that is different from most baking 
powders. Royal begins its work the 
moment it is stirred in the batter. Thus 
the expansion of the batter is contin- 
uous and even. That is why Royal 
cakes are fine-grained... light... fluffy. 
Why they keep their delicious moist- 
ness and flavor longer. 


Many baking powders seem to have 
an explosive, uneven action. A greater 
part of the expansion is delayed until 
the cake is in the oven, and rising is 
often over-rapid. It may blow.the an 
ter full of large holes. Then the cake 
will be coarse...dry...crumbly. 


Look at these actual photographs of 
cake, magnified, and see the difference 
in results: 


UNEVEN BAKING 
POWDER ACTION 


os . = 


STEADY BAKING 
POWDER ACTION 





Cheap baking insurance = Royal costs 
only about 1¢ per baking. The rest of 
your ingredients cost 30 to 40 times that 
much. Pure Cream of Tartar makes Royal 
cost more per can—but the difference per 
baking between Royal and ordinary bak- 
ing powders is only a fraction of a cent! 





Remember, Royal is the on/y nationally 
distributed baking powder made with 
wholesome Cream of Tartar—a product 
of fresh, luscious grapes. Cream of Tartar 
leaves no acrid “baking powder taste.” 
So ask your grocer for ROYAL. Use it 
whenever you 
bake. You'll agree 
it’s well worth the 
difference in price. 


ROYAL COOK 
BOOK FREE 


If you bake at home, 
you should have a copy 
of the Royal Cook Book 
which tells you how to 
make delicious cakes, 
biscuits, muffins, pies, 
puddings and main 
dishes. Send your name 
and address to Royal 
Baking Powder, 691 
Washington St., New 
York City. Dept. 103. 





© 1940, Standard Brands Inc. 








Do Better Homes Need 
Dininé-Rooms? 


By Rath Allison 


SHALL we chuck the family din- 
ing-room overboard? That’s the 
opening gun for many a pitched 
battle between architects and home- 
builders these days. Like most de- 
bates, it’s many-sided. 

It’s argued and proved by neat 
figures that doing away with the 
dining-room cuts building and fur- 
nishing expense, allows more space 
for the other rooms, saves work for 
the homemaker. Even the first lady 
of the land confesses that she can’t 
see any reason for a separate dining- 
room unless a big family of children 
has to study around a large table. 
With many others, she feels it’s not 
only more modern but more fun to 
eat in the living-room, that with so 
little time spent in dining at home 
it’s hardly sensible to devote a spe- 
cial room to it. 


Viewep by these standards, we'll 
have to admit that the dining-room 
doesn’t pay. But scan the other side 
of the ledger. What about the human 
values all wrapped up in the dining- 
room? Dollars and minutes and floor 
space saved aren’t infallible measur- 
ing-sticks. The dining-room holds 
riches no other room can offer—the 
promise of honestly enjoyed, lasting 
family life—of friendships more sin- 
cerely made and kept, of better 
neighborliness and sounder citizen- 
ship. Aren’t we gambling with some- 
thing mighty precious when we try 
to uproot such riches and transplant 
them to the more public, less inti- 
mate atmosphere of the living-room? 

Dining-rooms certainly can boast 
a long and honorable service record. 
Prehistoric man retreated with his 
mate and offspring to some snug 
little cave to devour his kill safely 
and enjoyably. The ancient Romans 
considered dining most noble of all 
the arts. In feudal England the 
feasting hall was the central theme 
of the castle. So it went down thru 
the ages, with always the dining- 
room the one enduring, integrating 
factor which more than any other 
helped keep home fires burning and 
family ties knit. And so it is today. 


In THIS whirling, hurried world 
of ours, the evening meal is virtually 
the only time when the family can 
sit down together in one group— 
naturally, comfortably, and at peace 
with the world. At breakfast, day be- 
gins with its various urgent de- 
mands. It’s mainly a matter of get- 
ting something to eat and being on 
one’s way, which can be done as well 
from a tucked-up breakfast nook as 
from anywhere else. At lunch, time 
is again limited and the family 
scattered. 

But at dinner! Then comes the 





**. . . but for that hour—perhaps the only one in the entire twenty- 
four—the whole family is one unit, in one room, with one mind”’ 


real get-together, the exchange of 
experiences, of little triumphs, of 
viewpoints and laughter. Then 
comes the close sweetness of associa- 
tion with one’s own people and 
friends—in one’s own home, a niche 
and a refuge set apart from all the 
world. After dinner, outside diver- 
sions may again beckon, but for that 
little hour—perhaps the only one in 
the entire twenty-four—the whole 
family is one unit, in one room, with 
one mind. 


Irs up to us parents, faced with 
the problem of keeping youngsters 
interested at home rather than seek- 
ing questionable pleasures _ else- 
where, to meet competition with 
high-quality home attractions. Din- 
ner hour in the family dining-room 
offers the perfect time and place. 
Even the most blasé young jitterbugs 
still enjoy good food, good times, 
good conversation. But the best food 
in the world won’t intrigue them if 
they have to eat it to the accom- 
paniment of fault-finding or quarrel- 
ing. Make mealtime a joy! Many of 
the happiest families we know ban 
all but pleasant topics at the table. 
Why not make it a rule in your din- 
ing-room? Family upsets have no 
place there. For, as someone has 
said, “‘good digestion waits on appe- 
tite, and health on both.” 


A room as important as the din- 
ing-room should have the best we 
can give it in the way of furnishings 
—comfortable, sturdy, well-propor- 
tioned dining table, chairs, and oth- 
er needed pieces. Excellent design 
and construction, good honest woods, 
fabrics, and leathers, delightful col- 
ors subtly worked into a harmony— 
these are essentials in building that 
sense of security, wholesomeness, 


and pleasant living that bolsters up - 


the spirit just as the good things 
from the table satisfy the inner man. 


Waar memories these family din- 
ing-rooms conjure up! Thanksgivings 
and Christmases, great kitchens filled 
with redolent odors of wonderful 
food, womenfolk all abustle in last- 
minute preparation, young fry hov- 
ering hungrily, the dining-table un- 
der its snowy linen stretched to the 
utmost, laden with good food, lov- 
ingly prepared. And then:comes the 
king of the feast, golden brown, 
bursting with flavor and Grand- 
mother’s prize stuffing. Mother and 
Dad—a bit shaky now that the big 
event is really here—look down the 
long table, proud of their family and 
kinfolk, boundlessly happy to have 
them together again. 

Priceless memories, these. And 
our dining-rooms of today hold the 
promise of countless more. 
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Something New in Porches 


By Bernice A. Perry 





Sunlight gently diffused filters 
down to the porch’s occupants 


Nope,” said the carpenter, 
shifting his cigar to the other corner 
of his mouth with his tongue and 
squinting at the house front between 
narrowed eyelids. ““Nope, it can’t be 
done! It ain’t never been done, has 
it? Well, then, it stands to reason, if 
it coulda been done somebody 
woulda done it already.” 

“No,” said the manager of the 
glass factory, “I don’t believe you 
can do it; but if you do do it, let me 
in on it, will you? Maybe it will sell 


>> 


more glass for us! 


Naw,” said the truckman who 
freighted the sheets of cast glass 300 
miles from factory to destination. 
“Naw, you'll never git pieces o’glass 
as big as them is up that high with- 
out smashing ’em all to hellangone!” 

Even the builder’s son and helper 
looked dubious. 

It couldn’t be done, but we did it. 
The house needed a porch. An in- 
valid member of the family, unable 
to walk about, longed to be out-of- 
doors. The usual type of porch with 
shingled roof built large enough for 
an outdoor sitting-room such as 
we needed would not only darken 
the living-room but also put the 
rest of our small house all out of 
drawing. At first we considered 
an awning, but discarded the idea as 
too temporary and unstable. Then a 
pergola with screened top and sides 
suggested itself to us. But that would 
necessitate a wild scurry to get work- 
box, magazines, and cushioned 
chairs under cover every time a 
shower came up. 


However, the pergola type of 
architecture appealed to us. It was 
interesting, airy, yet solid. Its lines 
were in keeping with the tall trees 
surrounding the house. Then came 
the inspiration of a glass roof to our 
pergola-porch. This, we thought, 
would solve all our problems. Really, 
it was but the beginning of them. 
Contractors and carpenters alike re- 





fused to undertake such a job. Ob- 
jections were many and _ varied. 
Glass used in small panes as in 
greenhouses couldn’t be made wa- 
ter-tight without a wide lappage 
when the pitch of the roof was so 
nearly level. Glass in large sheets 
would be much too expensive; be- 
sides, as glass expands and contracts 
in heat and cold, a rigid frame would 
cause the glass to crack in no time. 
You couldn’t handle a large sheet of 
glass eight or nine feet up in the air 
like that; and, anyhow, it never had 
been done. This looked like a full 
stop, tho all objectors were willing 
to build the usual roofed porch. 


We MOANED in the ears of the 
man who had contracted to paint the 
house after our repairs and altera- 
tions were finished. He proved to be 
a person of ample technique and 
more imagination than anyone else 
with whom we had talked. He 
caught our idea immediately; in 
fact, he said he had thought of build- 
ing porches with glass roofs twenty 
years ago but had never found any- 
one daring enough to risk trying it. 

We challenged this workman 
to take the job from start to finish. 
Here was the opportunity to put 
those ideas of his into concrete 
form. He took the dare. With his 
son as helper he built the reinforced 
cement floor, 10 feet x 6 feet, mark- 
ing it off while still soft into twelve- 
inch squares to be painted as tiles 
in keeping with the exterior color 
scheme of the house. (Under this 
porch he built for us the grandest 
room to be entered from the base- 
ment for the cool storage of fruit 
and vegetables.) This cement floor 
isn’t built over a fill, but rests on a 
stout wall of cement blocks carrying 
ten girders of three-inch iron pipe. 
Such construction prevents lateral 
cracking or separation from the 
house frame, and provides an un- 
shakable support for the upper glass- 
carrying construction. 


Our builder went to the glass fac- 
tory, discussed the job, and came 
back with samples. The factory 
people were interested, but not en- 
couraging; it might be a fine thing 
for the glass business if we could 
do it, but—? 

The frame was built, painted, 
and the glass or- [| Turn to page 106 





None of winter’s welcome sunlight 
is kept away from the living-room 
by this wire-protected glass roof 
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ERE’S a bride of 1960, making her first 
test of Pequot wear. 
Her tooth test is new, and we’re for it. 
Pequot invites tests—urges tests—any kind 
of wear test you can devise. 

We’ve passed laundering tests, labora- 
tory tests and—hardest of all—the house- 
wife test! Women have voted us the most 
popular sheet in America. And we’re look- 
ing for new worlds to conquer! 

So... what’s your wear test? A husky, 
growing family? Unusual washing condi- 
tions? The harder your test, the better 
we'll like it—and the better you'll like 
Pequot. 

Just don’t let rich appearance surprise 
you, when you buy Pequots. The same su- 
perior cotton and firm weave that make 


. . S. Testin . of N. Y. checks Pequot 
Pequots look so luxurious, also make them U.S g Co . 


Sheets bought at random in many 


strong. You'll put Pequots on your guest cities. Every sheet has exceeded 
beds for luxury—on every bed for wear. 


government standards for weight, 
thread count, breaking strength! 


MADE STRONGER 
pEQuUOT 


SHEETS 


AND 


PILLOW CASES 





Luxury You'll Love! S-t-r-e-t-c-h and relax, in the 
smooth luxury of Pequots! These crisp, snowy 
sheets invite sleep—the firm weave keeps the 
sheets fresh longer. Pequot Mills, Salem, Mass. 


WEAR LONGER 
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“LETS SEE 
GLACIER PARK F/RST- 


THIS 1S THE MOST GLORIOUS 
PART OF AMERICA-" 


@ Long a favorite vacation spot 
and stopping-off pee for trans- 
continental travelers westbound 
or eastbound, Glacier Park offers 
the world’s most colorful moun- 
tains, lakes and waterfalls. For 
your comfort and convenience— 
picturesque hotels, chalets and 
trail camps, sightseeing motor 
coaches, lake launches and trust- 
worthy saddle horses. 


@ Take a thrilling vacation in 
1940. Any Great Northern Repre- 
sentative will gladly map a com- 

lete western trip for you, includ- 
ing Pacific Coast 
points or Canadian 
Rockies. Or mail 
coupon below. 


A. J. Dickinson 
Room 816, Great Northern Bldg. 
S&. Paul, Minn. 


Send information about trip to- - - -------------- 





















Relieve Your 


Window Pains 


[ Begins on page 30 | 


of tie-back should be indentical for 
both curtains (whether ruffled or 
straight edged) and not, as is some- 
times done with these two-toned 
curtains so popular in the present 
market, draped high on one side 
and very low on the other, produc- 
ing an uneven, listing effect. You 
may, however, have one side fall 
straight with the other held back. 

The worst problem windows, 
when it comes to glass-curtaining, 
are usually: 


Those Pesky Little Windows over 
bookcases at either side of the fire- 
place are too small to have much 
importance yet significant enough to 








Fairclough & Gold 


Charming version of a double- 
life curtain, so called because it 
can be hung from top or bottom 


be a problem. Treat them as simply 
as possible, usually with just a 
straight, full curtain with a small 
heading at the top, similar to those 
at the other windows. Or the cur- 
tains may be shirred and held taut 
top and bottom by rods. Even tho 
tie-backs may be used elsewhere in 
the room, it’s usually futile to at- 
tempt this treatment on so small a 
window. It becomes merely a fat, 
squat bunch, but occasionally we 
break even this rule, especially in 
small, informal houses where all the 
windows are relatively short. When 
Venetian blinds are used in the 
room, the small window will take 
gracefully to them. 

These same thoughts apply to that 
shallow, long horizontal window in 
that hall or over the buffet in the 
dining-room. If, in the dining-room, 
the window isn’t needed for light, 
why not effectively block it out by 
covering it, as well as the wall space 
below, with an interesting fabric (a 
damask, linen, or India print) hung 
from the moulding to the buffet? Still 
another idea for your small window, 
if it blends with your general deco- 
rative scheme—try installing on just 
this window glass shelves for inter- 
esting bits of glassware and pottery. 











U nguentine is an antiseptic that’s 
a burn remedy—a burn remedy 
that’s an antiseptic! It gives one-two- 
three relief in the modern manner. 


1. It contains *Parahydrecin... fights 
infection without stinging or stain- 
ing the skin. 


2. It is soothing, anesthetic; quickly 
helps relieve the pain of an injury. 


3. It stays in contact, and promotes 
healing, usually without a scar. 


Be Modern! Be Prepared! 
Always keep a tube of sooth- 
ing antiseptic Unguentine in 
the kitchen, instantly ready for 
cuts or burns...another in 
thetool compartment of your 
car...and an all-important 
third tube—or the econom#- 
cal jar...in the family 
medicine cabinet. 


Large Tube 50c. 


Economical Family 
Size Jar $1. 














a 


*REG. U.S. PAT. OFF. 





French Doors fit into the curtain 
picture according to their location 
in the house. When the door is 
merely a connecting link between 
two inside rooms where privacy 
isn’t required, it may remain “un- 
dressed.” 

But if it leads outside and is un- 
adorned, it looms like a forbidding 
hole in the wall at night. Since a 
French door functions as a door as 
well as a window, we can use a cur- 
tain drawn taut between rods at top 
and bottom, or one on a rod at the 
top but free at the base, or curtains 
pushed to either side, with a cord 
to draw them at night if other win- 
dows in the rcom are treated simi- 
larly. Interesting variations of this 
plain shirring are intermittent pinch 
pleats, pressed box pleats, and close 
side pleating. 

Here again Venetian blinds or 
shades can be used to good ad- 
varitage. They are best used in con- 
junction with side draperies in- 
stalled sufficiently “offside” so as 
not to interfere with the doorway. 


Groups of Two or Three Windows 
separated merely by trim should be 
treated as a single unit, using a long 
rod so the curtains may be drawn 
together, and one Venetian blind can 
be ordered to do the work of several. 


Casement Windows When they 
open in or pivot, the problem is 
comparable to that of the French 
door. But when they open out, it’s 
generally wisest to fasten the cur- 
tains to the inside frame of the win- 
dow to keep them from blowing out. 


Stairway Windows The stairway 
window which can be readily seen 
from the foot of the stairs should be 
considered along with the windows 
in the room below, particularly if 
the stairway leads from the living- 
room. If the downstairs curtains are 
floor length, the hall window should 
be, too. 


Venetian Blinds or Window 
Shades may be used with any type 
of decoration. There’s nothing more 
practical and necessary for control 
of light and ventilation for your 
rooms than blinds or shades. Use 
one or the other with all curtains. 

And more and more we are using 
trimmings on the edge of our cur- 
tains and tie-backs. Glass curtains 
used without draperies seem especi- 
ally to demand them. 





Furnishing 


Decorating 


Amonc columns and col- 
umns of good helps with your 
furnishing and decorating 
problems coming in next 
month’s Better Homes @ Gar- 
dens is the 7th in the Terhune 
series, this one on how to frame 
your windows with beauty 
(draperies). Then there is a bit 
of repartee—just one slip-cover 
to another (will it be slim and 
trim or fluffy with ruffles?). 
And how does the modern 
Goldilocks select her bed? We 
tell you next month. 
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Why be self-conscious! With Kotex your secret 
is safe! Pressed ends (patented by Kotex) never 
make embarrassing, tell-tale outlines... the way 
napkins with thick, stubby ends so often do! 

And — for complete peace of mind — remember 
this. Between the soft folds of Kotex there’sa 
moisture-resistant panel! A special safeguard... 
newly developed by the Kotex Laboratories! 


How much more you can get in a suitcase if 
things are folded nicely than if they’re wadded 
up and tossed in! And this same principle makes 
a Kotex* sanitary napkin less bulky than pads 
made with loose, wadded fillers... 

Kotex has a soft, carefully folded center (with 
more material where you need it...less in the 
non-effective portions of the pad). So naturally 
—it’s less bulky! Less apt to chafe, too... for 
Kotex is entirely sheathed in cotton before it's 
wrapped in gauze! 


Kotex* comes in 3 sizes, too! Super— Regular 
—Junior. Kotex is the only disposable sanitary 
napkin that offers you a choice of 3 different sizes! 
(So you may vary the size pad according to each 
day’s needs!) 

All 3 sizes have soft, folded centers .. . flat, tapered 
ends . .. and moisture-resistant “safety panels”. All 
3 sizes sell for the same low price! 
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EXTRA YEARS OF BEAUTY — nothing sets 


off a house like a new coat of paint and no paint 
keeps ite good looks like white lead paint. White 
lead doesn't mean white paint only — you can 
get any color. 









cel te 


The lead were mining here is 
what puts gumption in paint 






OU know how lead 
stands weather. Well, 
this lead metal is what’s used 
to make the white lead used in 
paint. 


No wonder white lead paint lasts 
so long. No wonder it stays 
smooth and tough and durable— 
free from cracking and chipping 
like lead itself. 


You don’t have to take my 
word for it that lead is great stuff 
in paint. 

Just ask any painter who’s got a 
reputation for work that stands 
up. He’ll tell you the same. 


So it’s a good idea when specify- 
ing paint to know how much 


FOR GOOD 
PAINTING Ae, 
choose a Se ; 
good paint- “ff 
ing contrac- 
tor. Doing a = 
good job on cornices and 







the skilled painter your 
wisest choice. 


other hard-to-get-at places 
requires expert knowledge 
that makes the work of 





lead it contains. And it’s a pretty 
safe rule to say: the higher the 
lead content, the better the 
paint. You can’t, for example, 
get a more durable paint than 
one containing 100% white lead. 
This is the kind good painters 
mix from lead-in-oil. In many 
localities it is also sold ready 
for use. 


WHAT TO EXPECT FROM WHITE 
LEAD PAINT is a book you 
ought to have if you’re 
thinking of painting. Send 
for your free copy today. 





LEAD INDUSTRIES ASSOCIATION 
420 Lexington Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 
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Well, I hear the modern youn 
man across the street has instructe 
his wife that his heavy woolen un- 
derwear isn’t to be hung outdoors 


to dry beside her silken things. 


i ~ 


There’s a new red-haired boy at 
our house, and if he says or does 
anything worth reporting here I'll 
be in a fine quandary; I’ve almost 
run out of initials for the family. 

Maybe I’ll call him p. s. for post- 
script. 


+++ 


Anyhow, with three tots disturbing 
the peace around the house, perhaps I 
can now stop treating the b. w. as if she 
were a co-ed belle. 





“ ... when you save outgrown clothes” 


In any family argument about ex- 
penses, I have two trump cards. I 
always claim that good meat loaf is 
better than turkey, and succulent 
hamburger can be better than steak. 


+++ 


Oddly enough, when you save one 
child’s outgrown clothes for another 
to wear, he’s always the right size 
for the winter things in summer and 
for the summer things in winter. 


+++ 


A new race of husbands, trained to 
read a magazine while listening to the 
radio, can now carry on conversation with 
their wives without removing an eye 
from the sports page of the newspaper. 


+++ 


“T used to resent le who put 
on airs,” muses Phyl His a 
“but now I realize that they are 
people who think their fellowmen 
are worth impressing.” 


+++ 


Some of the suspicious souls in our 
block say the new couple around the 
corner didn’t really go to Florida for 


their winter vacation, but spent it 
under sunlamps less than 200 miles 
away. 

“Why!” says the druggist’s wife, 
“they didn’t even send anyone a 
postcard from Miami!” 


+++ 


The newlyweds two doors away are 
getting a reputation for being a little bit 
“*fast”” among some of the neighbors, 
largely because they play paddle tennis 
outdoors on mild days in February. 


+++ 


Our local banker seems more hu- 
man nowadays. Formerly he didn’t 
even put on a green necktie on St. 
Patrick’s Day, and now he wears a 
green tweed suit. 


+++ 


A March thaw always brings me 
a spurious stirring of boyish vigor. 
I’m tempted to walk all the way 
downtown, I won’t wear my rub- 
bers, and so I get my feet wet and 
get bawled out at home. 


+++ 


“Well,” reflects Les Gowan, “most 
of the boys who married money in our 
town are now working for boys who 
married for love.” 


+++ 


Incidentally, what has become of 
the younger brother who used to 
make a girl’s life miserable when 
her beau was courting her on the 
davenport? Has he become too 
sophisticated to kibitz at romance? 

robably the little scamp is out 
on a date himself. 
+++ 


My sociable neighbor across the 
alley who’s always luring people to 
play ping pong, throw darts, and 
shoot his air pistol in his basement 
confides that it costs him an average 
of about $1 per ping-pong game in 
refreshments. Turn to page 85 





Wallflower at dances; star on ice skates 
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w= do you want to know about 


owning a home? Have you looked 

for authentic answers to questions like 
these? How to select a neighborhood; 
how to finance; how to make effective 
use of architect, contractor and dealer; 
what are the advantages of the various 
types of architectural styles? And have 
you wondered about materials—have you 
been unable to decide how to insulate, 
what to use on walls, ceilings and roof? 
Here’s a book to help you. Its name is— 
“How to Have the Home You Want,” just pub- 


UNITED STATES GYPSUM COMPANY 


-where research develops better, safer building materials 


SEE OUR GUARANTEE TO YOU . » Bene . . PAGE 113 


To every family that wants a home of its own |! 


lished by United States Gypsum. It’s free! 

This book is expert guidance for you— 
whether you build or buy a new home 
or remodel an old one. It may keep 
you out of difficulties; may help save 
hundreds of dollars in planning your 
home. “How to Have the Home You Want” 
shows how to determine requirements for 
your family; how to budget and handle 
other details to assure a sound investment. 

For 38 years, the United States Gypsum 
Company has been engaged in the manu- 
facture of home building materials. Many 


VQ S! 


. —- 


he 


pa 


outstanding improvements in wall and 
ceiling construction, in insulation, roofing 
and decoration are results of the USG ap- 
plication of research to home construc- 
tion. Today USG materials can contribute 
greatly toward making your home a better 
value by providing more fire-protection 
and greater comfort. Your local United 
States Gypsum Company Dealer can secure 
for you “How to Have the Home You Want.” 
Or enclose 25c with coupon for your 
copy. USG materials are sold by lumber 


and building material dealers everywhere. 








UNITED STATES GYPSUM COMPANY 
300 West Adams Street, Chicago, Illinois 


Please send me a copy of “How to Have the Home You Want.” 
(Enclose 25c in coin or stamps.) 
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I'VE GOT A SURPRISE 
FOR YOu. IT'S THAT 
NEW BITE SIZE 

SHREDDED RALSTON 
You'VE BEEN READING 
ABouT/ 















































GEE, DORA, 
You'RE NOT SO DUMB! 
SHREDDED RALSTON JUST HITS 
THE SPOT AND IT REALLY DOES 
THINGS To You. I NEVER 
FELT BETTER IN 
MY LIFE / 


DE LUXE, 
DADDY: 
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NOW A CEREAL FLAVOR SO new, Oe 
SO DIFFERENT, IT'S GUARANTEED | | a 
TO PLEASE OR YOUR MONEY BACK / 

HERE'S A flavor so sensational 
it’s protected by U. S. patent. A flavor so 
delicious that it makes a hit with every- 
one in your family—or you get your 


- back guarantee 
money back. The money back gu Ss 
is printed on the bottom of every package. Shr Te fe| ed 
Nale+ 
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And flavor’s only half the story. Made 
of whole wheat with all the germ and . : 
bran left in, Shredded Ralston is rich in atthe 
energy, mildly laxative, easily digested. 


ie U. 8. 
Order a package tomorrow. wor process U. 8. patent 


Ralston Purina Com 
Rime 





































Comes Resurrection | . 





Before: It stood on one of Schenectady’s best suburban streets 
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After: Cost of the conversion, Tm Al 
excluding the lot, was many eee cel 
backaches, a few headaches, a 
and $2,500 down on the line STORAGE 
9-8x 15-3", BEDROOM 
9816-4 | or 
Floor 
SCREENED PORCH ae T UILTY | BRICK TERRACE 
10-0x15-0" 46% 10 9-610-€" 10-0% 20-0 
Pu > i: om 
WORKSHOP] ©=» GARAGE LIVING-ROOM § GARAGE 
9-8 19-3” 19 3x 19-3” CL. 14-0 19-3 10-0x18-0 
ee 
7 a © -_ —_ - , 
BRICK TERRACE 
vases <1 S+6% 18-0" 
First Floor 
Wu EN the A. B. Wellborns of over it. They added a second floor, a It 
Schenectady went shopping for a garage, bathroom, and kitchen. old 
home and came back with a dirty They did much of the work them- leas 
gray garage and a 150 by 550birch- selves. They installed automatic Mii 
wooded lot, some people sniffed. heating, modern plumbing, a stream- dec 
But the Wellborns, as they see it, lined kitchen with a new range, re- of F 
“got what they wanted—a large lot, frigerator, and dishwasher. All this E. | 
a ‘good’ neighborhood, rural atmos- cost, excluding the lot, $2,500. Tho pla 
phere, the ‘right’ school district, and, the house has its shortcomings ar- ical 
of course, a house. All on a lean _ chitecturally, it’s packed with mod- Stor 
pocketbook, too.” They painted the ern equipment for convenient and hou 
concrete garage floor with water- comfortable living. Most of the Lilj 
proofing, laid building paper and sniffing people have stopped sniffing, Hor 
insulation, and built a new floor too, except when they have colds. hou 
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By John N ormile, Better Homes & Gardens’ age vr 


Member, American Institut 


Architect: 











After: Look what an FHA remodeling loan, a brush coat of white 


cement on the exterior, and a second story and a bay window did 








1 ENTRY +1<06, 
NURSERY NURSERY 
11-09-10" 11-Ox9+10" 

KIT 
9-6*6-0 


9-6%17-8" 








LIVING-ROOM 
17-10x11-4" 





Before 


Irs often cheaper to remodel the 
old home than buy a new one. At 
least that’s what the W. M. Mc- 
Millans, Downers Grove, Illinois, 
decided after a thoro investigation 
of properties for sale. Architect Carl 
E. Heimbrodt, of Western Springs, 
planned the remodeling—which bas- 
ically was just adding a new second 
story on top of the old one-story 
house—and contractors Murphy & 
Liljekovist went to work. Only addi- 
tion to the floor area of the original 
house was the bay window, tho 


SEE OUR GUARANTEE TO YOU... 





DINING-ROOM BATH 








LIVING-ROOM 
17-1014-0" 





First Floor 


fT: 

















Second Floor 


After 


those who’ve seen the house both be- 
fore and after remodeling have trou- 
ble believing that at first. Because 
the old sidewalls and new construc- 
tion were insulated, the original au- 
tomatic heating plant was found 
quite large enough. Heating bills 
have increased very little. The floor 
plans show no extensive changing 
was necessary in the first-floor lay- 
out. All of which is proof that many 
another old house which doesn’t 
look like much can be converted to 
something pretty nice. 


PAGE 113 








Styles of 30 years ago 
look mighty funny to- 
day, but cooking meth- 
ods have changed just 
as much... even 
though some of us 
don’t realize it! 


1. “The strange-looking clothes of 
yesterday belong in the attic all right. But 
that doesn’t mean out-moded cooking meth- 
ods belongin today’s kitchen. I didn’trealize 
how wonderfully cooking methods have 
been improved .. . until I got my new Hot- 
point Electric Range. Just imagine .. . 





3. “... nothing new to learn. Anyone 
can bake beautifully with a Hotpoint All- 
Purpose Oven. All cooking is greatly simpli- 
fied, and the results are far better. You have 


a choice of five Measured Heats... and you 
just can’t help cooking food that the whole 
family raves about! Don’t worry... 


WG METHODS >in 
y£ ALSO 





2. “,.. the air is so fresh and free from 
fumes that I can keep our canary in the 
kitchen! There’s no soot or grime to smudge 
my walls. And the Hotpoint electric way is 
safe, clean... and much easier than you'd 
ever dream cooking could be! It’s really 
all so very simple that there’s ... 





4. “...this won't soil your white glove! 
The efficient Calrod heating unit is as clean 
as an electric light. And it cooks foods so 
quickly! With today’s low current rates we 
actually save money! I’m delighted that 
we've gone modern with an economical 
Hotpoint Electric Range.” 


You, Too, Can Enjoy The Economy, Dependability And 
Ease Of Hotpoint Measured -Heat | Electric Cooking 
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J THIS BOOK TELLS HOW TO 
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BEAUTIFUL ROOMS 





HE creation of beautiful rooms is neither difficult nor expensive — 
as es will discover when you read Lurelle Guild’s latest book, 
“The Inexpensive Way to Decorate.” 


This authoritative book, with 18 illustrations in full color, tells 
and shows how to obtain correct decorative effects through proper 
furniture placement and the simple expedient of recurtaining. Nothing 
else you can do will take less time, cause less bother, cost less or do 
more to transform a room than lovely lace net curtains. 


This year’s Scranton Craftspun* Curtains are exquisite, styled to 
meet every decorative need. They are woven entirely of double- and 
triple-ply threads so they will wear and launder beautifully. All have 
perfectly tailored, matched hems and are ready-to-hang. 


Send for Lurelle Guild’s book, today, and learn how easy it is to 
decorate this inexpensive way. Only 10 cents, to cover mailing costs. 






“THE NET OF THEM ALL” . U RT A | N S 


*Reg. U.S. Pat. Off. 


Scranton Lace Company, 











CRAFTSPUN 











401 Glen St., Scrant » Name 
Pa. 1 enclose 10 cents for 
my copy of “The Inex- 5 
t 
pensive Way To Deco- es 
rate,” fully illustrated. 
City State 








Decorating win BOOKSHELVES 


By Margaret White 


Hedrich-Blessing 





Are those books of yours getting 
out of hand? And are charming bits 
of glass, pottery, or dainty figurines 
sulkirg in the cupboard for lack of 
open shelves to house them? Then 
instead of investing in another to-be- 
dusted-under bookcase, or a whatnot 
to lend jitters to the smooth lines of 
your walls, why not a spot of adven- 
turing in built-ins? 

It’s astonishing the way a simple 
remodeling job can turn a tiresome 
room into a place deliciously spiced 
with originality and interest. Al- 
coved shelves bright with books, 
window seats with your pet volumes 
at finger-tip reach, even doors and 
windows framed with gay jackets— 
they’re yours for the making! 


Richard Averill Smith 








+ | 
Bookshelves, with 
their bright bindings, 
can fill your darkest 


room corners, bring- 
ing color into them 





An alcove in any room can readily 
become a library and interesting 


little nook with book-lined shelves 


Bookshelves built up and across 
the end of a room will make a 
very interesting wall arrangement 






Samuel H. Gottscho 
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Charming rooms begin on the floor, 





the easy Bigelow way 
Let the girl in our picture show you how to go 
about it! She asked for her free copy of “Color 
Clues to Home Beauty’’, which gave her a lot of 
good ideas on colors and room schemes. 

Then, from 10 smart Bigelow Basic Colors in 
rugs and carpets, she chose four, any one of which 
will harmonize with her drapery and upholstery 
fabrics. 


That’s the easy Bigelow way! 


smart pat- 
terns in colors that have been pre-harmonized 
with the popular colors in other homefurnishings 
... Axminster, Velvet and Wilton weaves in a wide 
range of prices to fit every budget. Choose your 


Bigelow rug today at your favorite department or 


re 
ws 


furniture store! 
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BIGELOW 
BASIC COLORS ‘ 


TURQUOISE RED 
GREEN ROSE 
———_ 
" 
BLUE PEACH RU GS 
BROWN TAUPE 
BURGUNDY BEIGE 


These basic color groups include many 
tones and shades in solid colors, two- 
tones and figured rugs and carpets. 
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END WALLPAPER GUESSWORK 


BEAUTY aad 
SATISFACTION 


OW you can forget doubts 

and questions in selecting 
wallpaper. At last you can buy with 
absolute certainty of getting all the 
colorful beauty you hoped for. 


When buying wallpaper, sim- 
ply look on the back of the sheet 
in the wallpaper sample book for 
the UNITIZED seal shown at right! 
Every pattern bearing this seal has 
been created by the world’s lead- 
ing wallpaper artists, produced by 
improved methods, wall-tested, 
style-tested and laboratory-tested 
by experts, and backed by the 
UNITIZED written guarantee of 
complete satisfaction! 


Every pattern carrying this 
UNITIZED seal is absolutely guar- 
anteed to hang right—éo be cor- 
rect in style and pattern—to meet 
special standards for sunfastness 
—and to be genuinely washable 
if marked “Washable”! 


MAIL COUPON now for your copy of 
"Style & Charm’’—a new, color- 
ful, well-illustrated 24-page book 
crammed with simple, practical 
facts and suggestions to help you 
plan beautiful rooms at little ex- 
pense. Include 10c (stampsor coin) 
to cover handling and mailing. 











WALLPAPER 


2 Sun Tested 
2 Wall Tested 
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GUARANTEED 


























WASHABLE 





GUARANTEED BY 


GOOD HOUSEKEEPING 


AS ADVERTISED THEREIN 











For beautiful wallpaper, plus this 
new assurance of satisfaction with 
the finished job, always look for 
the UNITIZED seal on the back 
of the sample sheet. Only papers 
so marked carry the UNITIZED 
Guarantee! They are sold by lead- 
ing decorators, dealers and paper- 
hangers everywhere. 
NANCY WARREN Dept. BH&G 3-40 
United Wall Paper Factories | 
3330 W. Fillmore St., Chicago, Ill. | 
Please send copy of “Style & | 
Charm”, for which I enclose 10c. 
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Here's an Idea! 


REG. U. 8. PAT. OFF. 


By Ethel MacDonald 


Illustrations by Walter Young 


An embarrassing 
number of doors in 
your living-room, 
dining-room, or 
bedroom? Think 
nothing of it! Cam- 
ouflage the one not 
needed by skillful 
use of Venetian 
blinds, curtains, 
and vines. One 
bright lady we 
know covered her 
useless door with a 
cream-colored 
blind and swung 
rich blue draperies 
at the sides, treat- 
ing the opening just 
as she did her windows. A white 
wire pot-holder stood guard before 
the door, the lower two of its shelves 
holding foliage or flowering plants, 
the top one bearing a pot of luxuri- 
ant ivy which wound its pleasing 
way up the blind to the top, then 
twined about the curtain rod for 
security. 

Are you a “loot” collector on 
your trips at home or abroad? Do 
you sail into port with a bagful of 
maps and menus, stickers and snap- 
shots? Then here’s a thought if you 
weary of carting them out for fasci- 
nated guests. Round up an old 





Camouflage 
that ‘‘extra”’ 
doorway with 
vines, blinds, 
and draperies 





If you’re a “‘loot”’ col- 
lector, decorate a screen 


screen, or enlist the one that shields 
the porch door thru the winter. 
Paste on your loot at any odd angle, 
using a good paste and covering 
both sides of the screen. Shellac 
over the whole thing—then sit back 
and enjoy your journeys in comfort. 

Bare French doors can be rather 
bleak affairs if your garden has gone 
to bed for the winter or if someone’s 
not-too-attractive back yard is the 
vista. So why not block out the 
view, for part of the year at least, 
with wallpaper? Study your room 
thoughtfully, then seek out a paper 
that flatters it subtly without being 
startlingly eye-taking. Cut strips to 
fit the glass, taking care to balance 
the patterns if they’re distinctive. 
Paste them onto the glass, then 
cover with clear shellac. If the doors 
divide two rooms, then you can de- 
velop the other side to tie in with 
that room’s color scheme. 

Perhaps you’ve a room suffering 


from a malformed wall—one with a 
jut or niche that’s there for no ap- 
parent reason and which just doesn’t 
lend itself to any kind of treatment. 
Why not fill the space with built-in 
shelves? You can’t have too many, 
and they’ll vastly improve the ap- 
pearance of the wall. If they’re too 
shallow for books, use them for 
decorative accessories to add sparkle 
and interest to your room. Or if this 

















To be looked at, not thru— 
wallpaper for your French door 


break in the wall happens near a 
corner of the room, try this: Buy or 
have built a corner cabinet in which 
you can put books, bric-a-brac, or 
china. It will hide the bothersome 
niche. By putting the two lower 
shelves behind doors you’ll even get 
extra storage space out of the deal. 
Match the moulding on the cabinet 
to that of the room, and presto—it 
looks like part of the room itself! 

Tapestries and fine old shawls 
can be ruined sadly if wrongly hung. 
If they’re heavy or fragile give them 
a top support to relieve their weight. 
A strong wooden pole or brass rod 
hung from the ceiling moulding is the 
answer—or plaster hooks. They’ll 
need moral support from below, too. 
Offer them some sort of base for 
balance. A chest of drawers, a table, 
or a couch centered underneath in- 
vests them with a real sense of 
security. 

Fads may be fun—but don’t clut- 
ter your home with them. Rather 
save the dimes till they’re dollars, 
then invest in something you and 
your children can always treasure— 
such as a good piece of furniture. 





Now built-in shelves fill the 
niche in that malformed wall 
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CRYSTAL SETS THE STYLE NOTE 
for your table. Your crystal should 
be the same fine quality as your best 
silver, linen and china. Marlowe, 
graceful, with a luminous brilliance 
that reflects dancing lights like fire- 
flies at dusk, and has a silvery bell- 
like ring. Dramatic deeply chiseled 
design, even the hand-cut stem glit- 
ters with flashing fire. 

Start a set. Marlowe and other Rock 
Sharpe Crystal patterns in this col- 
_ lection, from $1.25 to $1.80 each. 
Goblets to cordials. At leading 
stores. Folder on request. Dept. 
B-3, Cataract-Sharpe Mfg. Co., 622 
Northumberland Ave., Buffalo, N.Y. 
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Make it your 
Regular’ Rule 











First or last thing daily. Juice of 1 Sunkist 
Lemon and 142 tsp. baking soda in tall glass 
half full of water. Drink as foaming subsides. 


FOR FULL DETAILS SEE PAGE 88. 











Helps for 


HOME-BUILDERS 


Handbook for Home-Builders. A booklet 
to help you select a style of house, har- 
monize your needs with your building 
site, and get good construction. ..... 10c 

Simplified Family Budget. Plan finances 
so you will “spend for thrift,’ with pages 
for keeping accounts.............. 25e 

New Ideas for, Your Modern Kitchen. 
How to plan, remodel, and arrange it. 10c 

Better Homes & Gardens’ Book of Bild- 
cost Home Plans. Complete details of 
the Bildcost Home Plan with descrip- 
tions of 59 homes designed by outstand- 
—— ee ae 25e 

My Better Homes & Gardens Household 
Inventory. To aid you in your house- 
hold budget calculations, to prove your 
loss beyond question in case of fire or 
burglary. Make a record easily worth 
hundreds of dollars to you.......... 5e 

bj 2 Little Book of Outdoor Fireplaces. 
15 fireplace designs for which blueprints 
Ce cigsbcciviwoavce teats 10c 


To procure any of these helps send coin, 
stamps, or check. Address Better Homes 
& Gardens, 8103 Meredith Building, Des 
Moines, Iowa. 
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Light fer the Lazy 
[ Begins on page 54} 


so tiring to the eyes. But it seldom 
supplies enough light for close work 
at any distance from the lamp. 

Use a low lamp by a low lounge 
chair and a tall lamp on a large 
table. Not only are the proportions 
more in keeping, but better light- 
ing results. Placed according to these 
simple rules in carefully planned 
groupings, floor and table lamps 
will add greatly to the harmony and 
balance of a room arrangement. 

If your family has habits that 
present unusual lighting problems, 
it’s usually wiser to meet the prob- 
lem than to try to break the habit. 
If someone insists upon reading in 
bed, place a good lamp at the head 
of his bed and let him read in com- 
fort and safety. If your high-schooler 
shoves table lamps off his desk and 
knocks over floor lamps, try a wall 
or pin-it-up lamp by the desk. It 
supplies good study light. And if 
you yourself lean toward the break- 
fast nook for doing dabs of sewing 
while the potatoes cook, tack up a 
similar lamp for just such moments. 
Soon the whole family will be in- 
vading your work spot. 


No ONE objects to good light. 
But many of us rebel if, to secure it, 
we have to sit in an uncomfortable 
position, rearrange the furniture, or 
move from our chosen spot on the 
sofa. But with a good lamp within 
arm’s reach of each favorite haunt, 
spare moments become the hours of 
delicious relaxation they should be. 





To Bored Wives 
[ Continued from page 45 | 


canvass to “get out the vote,” up with 
your hand, Janice. The old war horses 
in the struggle will all but die with 
amazement and all but smother you 
with gratitude. 

And then there are various ave- 
nues of civic uplift: the Civic Music 
Association, the Women’s Club, the 
Adult Forum Movement, et cetera. 

And, last, our Janice needs to 
think about playtime. It will be too 
easy for Jack and her, now they’re 
together, to forget that tennis is still 
fun, and that a Sunday on the river 
in a canoe is a better pick-up for an 
office-working husband than lolling 
around all day in the delectable new 
house. If they’re to swing into the 
40’s minus a masculine spare tire or 
a feminine middle-age spread, now is 
the time for them to set up the habit 
of regular outdoor exercise. 


In THE making of friends, Janice 
and Jack as a married couple enjoy 
much greater freedom than before. 
No one can accuse Janice of running 
after a man. Jack is insulated from 
the danger of getting in too deep 
with some marauding female. I 
would have them employ that free- 
dom with discrimination and imagi- 
nation. The bridge-playing, Satur- 
day-night-drinking, and noisy young 
crowd so easy for an unattached 
young couple to drift into, may be 
all right in its time and place, but it 

































Wisar rug cushion is REALLY 
the best? Here’s the most convincing ' 
answer we know... Ozite will do as 
much for the rugs you want to save, as it 
did (and still does!) for this long-lived 
veteran at the Palace Theatre. 


Genuine Circle Tread Ozite protects not only 1. ee ~ 
when it’s new—but it A-L-W-A-Y-S stays springy Nan <a Ce 


























and cushion-soft as the day you buy it, making #09 Y 
old rugs feel like Orientals, giving new rugs two ‘hy . 

and three times normal wear! That’s because Oziteis £* 
made of REAL hair reinforced with a burlap cen- 
ter—never cheapened with dyed “‘fillers” that 
pack down after a while. 


So when you’re offered “just-as- 
good” bargains, always remember: 
it’s cheaper to buy Circle Tread 
Ozite now... than a new 
tug a few years later! 


¢ For FREE SAMPLE and % 
“Booklet 8” on Care of - ; 
Rugs write to Clinton ' 


Co., —4 * a } 
adi *. AND THE OZITE: 
Chicago. ® mi 
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PROTECTS ITE 
LF SARA Uf | 
IS AS SPRING 4\\0 REI 
\ cr ys Mee e The rug is still good, the Ozite is serving 


perfectly although neither has been off the floor 
of the Palace Theatre in FOURTEEN YEARS. 
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» BUYING REAL @Look for this Circle Tread design and the name OZITE 
OZITE 1s impressed in the fabric. Permanently mothproofed, odorless 
ING because it is Ozonized. Satisfaction guaranteed! Made in 5 
LIKE pi weights for Rugs and Carpets. Sold everywhere. 
A NE 









































‘PLL TELL YOU WHY 
MY WALLS STAY SO 


FRESH and _+, 
Eyam 





® Jim and I got down to brass tacks 
about decorating three years ago. “Must 
protect against costly plaster cracks,” 
said he. “Must be lovely to look at and 
live with,” said I. So it was easy to 
agree on Wall-Tex. 











ever need repairing and cause too much 


redecorating expense,” said he. “Wall- 
Tex has a durable canvas base and that’s 
what has put an end to the plaster 


crack nuisance.” 








*, ‘ J 4 : Bt, | : 1 


Yes, and Wall-Tex is honestly washable 
... 80 these practical advantages are 
really beauty features. Soot, grime and 
finger marks easily wash away with 
soap and water, leaving Wall-Tex fresh 
and bright after years of service.” 


. : 


The end 


save you money. 


so you can feel the durable fabric. 


WALL°TEX 


DECORATIVE WALL CANVAS 
nl eee Roel 
COLUMBUS COATED 
FABRICS CORPORATION 

| Dept. B30, Columbus, Ohio 
Send me Wall-Tex portfolio 


with colorful illustrations, 
" including Wall-Tex Swatches. 





Name. 





Address 
City and State 





Well do I remember Jim’s point about 
plaster cracks. “They’re unsightly, for- 









‘v As 
uring beauty of Wall-Tex will 
You can choose dis- 
tinctive patterns you'll never tire of 
from over 200 lovely designs. Send for 
portfolio of rooms and sample swatches 








Te Bored Wives 
[ Continued from preceding page | 


isn’t the best anytime and is pretty 
terrible for an exclusive diet. The 
battered old chap who clerks at the 
bookstore is in himself a whole novel 
of groping frustration and hard- 
won, philosophic poise. The fragile 
little lady, who ran over with a bowl 
of hot vegetable soup for their first 
dinner at home, proves to be a 
master pupil of Leschetizky. 

For the long evenings, with a 
whole lifetime ahead in which to 
learn each other—talk is good, and 
talk between married -people is a far 
different thing from boy and girl 
chatter. The interplay of sex needn’t 
color every interchange because, 
thank heaven, the street car has been 
caught. This releases a whole flock 
of inhibitions, and for a girl to ex- 
plore the honest reaches of her hus- 
band’s good mind is a revelation. 


As FOR hobbies—it behooves Jan- 
ice to help Jack ride his hobby horse 
full tilt with all his might and main. 
More and more she will recognize 
how heavy is the burden of support 
resting on her husband’s shoulders. 
Whether he shall take up serious 
reading or civic betterment in his lei- 
sure time is rather beside the point. 
That leisure is rare at best, so it must 
be spent in real recreation, and she 
should see that he gets it. 

Long ago I read Arnold Bennett’s 
“How to Live on 24 Hours a Day.” 
To follow the call to action as out- 
lined in the slim little volume would 
bring a normally constituted person 
to an untimely grave from sheer ex- 
haustion. We all are like the old 
darky and need ample time to “‘jes’ 
set an’ think, an’ sometimes to jes’ 
set.” But one unescapable truth has 
stayed with me from the book: the 
wonderful treasure that is every 
man’s, to be done with as he will, in 
his portion of 24 hours in every. day. 


To BE BORED into despondency, 
to mope in physical and mental lazi- 
ness, is exactly like throwing away 
irreplaceable crown jewels into a 
bottomless sea. Time and the world 
are fascinating challenges, and Jan- 
ice, my girl, it’s up to you to meet 
the challenge. 





Bloomers on the 


Shady Side=-Fuchsia 
[ Begins on page 26 | 


Also they prefer an acid soil and are 
one of the few plants that really will 
bloom in the shade. They prefer par- 
tial shade but will flourish in sunnier 
locations if you take care to mulch 
their roots or provide a ground- 
cover for conserving the moisture. 
They like plenty of water, tho the 
older bushes can be neglected in this 
respect with greater impunity than 
those with less root establishment. 
When watering, be sure to spray the 
leaves, as fuchsias are thirsty above 
as well as below the ground. Also, 
syringing the leaves will keep down 
the pests. If a sudden cold spell 
should kill down the tops, don’t be 



































y A Free Kitchen 
Planning Book for You! 


50,000 Mrs. Americas, housewives like 
you, are talking about their “operation” 
—the one that Curtis helped them make. 
It’s the rejuvenation of their kitchen! 
See how this kitchen has been modern- 
ized? You'll be surprised to know how 
little it will cost you to make yours more 
efficient, more modernand moreattractive. 


FREE PLANNING HELP FOR YOU 


You can join the 50,000! Just let Curtis 
show you how to plan your new kitchen. 
All _ need do is see your Curtis 
Dealer or mail the coupon. We'll send 
your copy of this book, free! You'll see 
how to do your kitchen over; see how 
easy and inexpensive it will be. 

Part of your new kitchen will be its 
spacious Curtis cabinets made of wood. 
They come in a wide variety of sizes to 
fill any practical space. Easily installed 
—and ready to paint so you may select 
your own colors, be as individual as you 
please. 

Curtis makes SrLenT1ITE DovusLEe-HunG 
Wixvows, CasEMENTS and a wide line 
of Architectural Woodwork for new and 
old homes. 

Mail the coupon for your kitchen book. 
If you live in Canada, write to Edwards 
Curtis, Limited, 991 Somerset Street 
West, Ottawa, Ontario. 





CurtiS 


wooDWORK 





| CURTIS COMPANIES SERVICE BUREAU | 
1 101 Curtis Building, Clinton, Iowa. 1 
! Please send me your new Kitchen Planning | 
! Book free. 1 
1 
1 


CURTIS WOODWORK 1S SOLD BY 
RELIABLE DEALERS EVERYWHERE 








too hasty about removing the plant; 
often it’ll send up new growth and 
be more beautiful than ever even 
before summer arrives. 


Want New Plants? The smallest 
fragments of fuchsias have been 
known to take root and grow, but 
for sure success if you want new 
plants, start a two-joint cutting in a 
three-inch pot, using the proper pot- 
ting soil, and never permitting the 
tiny plant to dry out. A mixture of 
lg sand, 44 loam, and 14 peatmoss, 
thoroly mixed and stored for at least 
30 days, is recommended. As soon 
as the cutting has rooted, shift to the 
next size pot. Always shift the young 
plants before they have a chance to 
become root-bound. To obtain the 
bush form which is so desirable for 
good plants, pinch out the tips oc- 
casionally. The young cuttings will 
put on a burst of speed as soon as 
the days begin to lengthen and may 
receive the final shift to the open 
ground when danger of frost is over. 


Feeding: Fuchsias have a hearty 
appetite. A good dressing in May of 
complete plant food, 4 cupful for 
large plants, less for smaller ones, 
will start them onward and upward. 
Follow this at intervals with deep 
draughts of nitrogen-rich plant foods. 
Follow this up in July with a second 
feeding, then taper off both watering 
and feeding at the end of autumn 
so that they may have a period of 
partial rest during the winter 
season. 


Pruning: Pruning fuchsias isn’t an 
arduous task. Branches are brittle 
and easy to cut, and they need mere- 
ly a certain shaping to fit the needs 
of their position in the garden, al- 
ways being sure to prune before 
winter has set in so that the wounds 
may be sealed before danger of 
frost. Certain types are listed in the 
catalogs as taller-growing, and these 
bushes can be alternated with the 
shorter ones so that the small garden 
may be packed to fuller capacity. 
Then trim away the taller at the 
base, and allow the shorter forms to 
bush up and fill in the space between. 


Where to Use Them: The very 
tallest fuchsias may be grown against 
the house and supported with loops 
of leather or rubber tubing. Trellises 
and pergolas are also suitable for the 
tall forms, and even the low-growing 
fuchsias have achieved great height 
and showiness by lending them such 
support. One thus trained, and a 
never-to-be-forgotten sight, was 
Mrs. Rundle, a salmon fuchsia, on a 
blue pergola, in combination with a 
lavender wisteria. Due to their brit- 
tle stems and drooping flowers, 
fuchsias are better staked. Even the 
sturdiest, Gracilis and Riccartoni, 
are not to be recommended as 
hedges. Tho we no longer have the 
menace of wandering cows, we do 
have small boys and dogs of all sizes, 
and these would make short work of 
the arching branches of even the 
huskiest fuchsias. 

Glamorous is the word for a hang- 
ing basket of fuchsias. Using a glazed 
basket to prevent drying out, and a 
rich soil mixture, plant several 
rooted slips of the trailing sorts. 
Pinch out the tips as soon as the 
plants are happily settled and feed 
every six weeks with some commer- 
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Before you FOR HOMES that ore 
build—or in- OUTSIDE SEWERED AREAS 
stallnew 

plumbing—in home or camp, learn why 
the San-Equip Master Tank is safer. Find 
out how it protects you against clogged 
drains, damaged walls, ruined floors or 
furnishings. How it ends the risk of 
digging up large sections of your lawn. 
Six exclusive features are your guaran- 
tee of satisfaction. Easier to install. 
WRITE NOW for free 
booklet, “‘Safer Sewage 
Disposal.” 


SAN-EQUIP INC. 
523 E. Glen Ave. 
Syracuse, N. Y. 
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Who would think of a pencil and 
paper at a time like this? And 
yet your own fire insurance pol- 
icy states that a complete list of 
destroyed and damaged property 
is required, for settlement. 4/ter 
a fire is too late! You'll never 
remember everything! 

The time to make this list is 
before fire strikes. We have pre- 
pared a special booklet that helps 
you. It lists things—room by 
room. Suggests items often for- 
gotten. It is easy to make a list 
of property, if you do it sanely 
and calmly in advance. Then you 
are ready. Write for this booklet. 
It is absolutely free. Mail the 
coupon. 


THE AMERICAN 
INSURANCE GROUP 

(Dept. 1622) 15 Washington St. 
Newark, N. J. 


Without charge or obliga- 
tion, please send me your 


Hoysehold Inventory Booklet. 











SEE OUR GUARANTEE TO YOU .. Bebe . . PAGE 113 





cial plant food sprinkled on the sur- 
face. Place well out of the wind; 
fuchsias dislike wind even more than 
most plants. If your hanging speci- 
mens get stringy, give them what is 
known to the barber’s trade as a 
shingle, that is, pinch out a twig 
here and there right back to the very 
rim of the basket, being careful al- 
ways to cut just below a dormant 
(resting) eye. Then each of these 
trimmed places will produce a fork 
which in turn may be pinched back 
until in time you will have a cascade 
of unbroken bloom. Be sure to 
syringe the leaves often, and soon 
you will be dreaming nightly of that 
lovely thing swaying in its terra 
cotta cradle, its blossoms burning in 
the cold moonlight. 


Spraying: They may be treated 
with the rest of the garden when win- 
ter spraying is being carried out, 
but in summer a well-fed fuchsia is 
seldom attacked by other than an 
occasional small colony of green 
aphis. Then infested branches may 
be snapped off and burned at once. 








Fourteen Famed 
Fuachsias 








Rolla: slightly double, sepals 
pale pink, corolla white with pinked 
edges, medium height. With many 
fuchsia-lovers this is first choice. 

Pink Ballet Girl (Nonpareil): a 
fuchsia beyond compare. Tall-grow- 
ing, double blue-pink corolla, buds 
white opening to shell pink. Free 
flowering. 

Jules Daloges: tall-growing, very 
double corolla, rich violet tinted 
red, reflexed scarlet sepals. 

Juliette Adams: tall, with white- 
and red-streaked flowers and scarlet 
sepals. Bears quantities of perfect 
flowers. 

Corymbiflora Alba: an exotic 
beauty, needs more sun than other 
types, is tall-growing, has clusters of 
long thin white tubes and sepals and 
short, deep red corolla. 

Autumnale: for a garden re- 
ceiving half a day’s sun. Gives a 
glory of highly colored bronze and 
flushed orange leaves tipped with 
scarlet. Flowers are red and purple. 

Coccinea Florean: more Orien- 
tal than a Japanese print. Bears long 
violet petals shaded carmine at base 
with long-pointed scarlet sepals. 
Free flowering. 

Pink Pearl: different, almost self- 
colored with masses of clear, double, 
pink corollas and light pink sepals. 

Pride of Exeter: very tall, semi- 
double, creating a burning pyre 
with its multitude of large flowers, 
deep rose petals, and slightly paler 
calyx. 


Anp for the hanging basket there 
are Marinka, a wide-open brilliant 
red single; Balkon, very pale pink, 
seeming about to expire with its 
fragility but just as hardy as the 
rest of the family; Baby Bunting, pale 
pink and pale blue and as sweet as 
its name; Molesworth, showy and 
sturdy with its fat red-and-white 
flowers; and Bella Forbes, bearing 
long sprays of creamy white and 
bright cerise flowers. 
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YOUR HOME GAINS ADDED 


SWORE (OMDHT 


WHEN YOU INSULATE WITH 


INSULITE 
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INSULITE, when used as insulating sheathing, 
has four times the bracing strength of ordinary wood sheathing 
applied horizontally. 

To be sure your new home will be strong and modern for years 
to come demand INSULITE, the original wood fibre structural 
insulation. INSULITE is made to give strength, to resist moisture, 
termites, rot, fungi and, at the same time, to retain the elements 
of wood itself. 

As Bildrite Sheathing, INSULITE gives added strength to 
outer walls, while as Sealed Lok-Joint Lath, it makes a snug 
inside wall of insulation and a safe plaster base. 

INSULATE WITH INSULITE, the original wood fibre struc- 
tural insulating board. Mail this coupon and learn how INSULITE 


can protect your investment. 
Copyright 1940, By Insulite 


INSULITE 
Department BH30 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 


Please mail me your new 
Insulite Structural Booklet. 
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pLEASE 


DON’T MAKE 
ME TAKE 
NASTY 

MEDICINE 

FOR MY COLD! 






MOTHER! Constant Dosing is Liable to Upset 
a Delicate Stomach, Lower Resistance! 


XPERIENCED mothers know how 

often constant dosing upsets deli- 
cate little stomachs, thus reducing re- 
sistance when it is most needed. 


Benefit by their experience. If your 
child has a miserable cold, head stuffed 
up, breathing passages irritated, and 
there is coughing, muscular soreness or 
tightness—do what 3 out of 5 American 
mothers do. Use the external poultice- 
and-vapor treatment—the 
home-approved treatment 
—specially developed for 
children—Vicks VapoRub. 

Massage the throat, chest 
and back with Vicks 





Ideal for Children... 





VapoRub. Notice how it starts to re- 
lieve distress. 


ACTS 2 WAYS AT ONCE. VapoRub stim- 
ulates like an old-fashioned warming 
poultice. At the same time its pleasing 
medicinal vapors are breathed direct 
into the cold-irritated air passages. 

For hours, this double poultice-and- 
vapor action continues. It invites re- 
freshing sleep. Often, in the morning, 

most of the misery of the 
cold is gone. No wonder 
Vicks VapoRub is the ap- 
proved treatment in 3 out of 
5 homes all over America. 
So Why Experiment? 

















Just as Good for Adults 








“* ALL-PURPOSE TRACTOR 
on The 


Lowest 
Priced 

Quality 
Tractor 


fy DOES ALL FARM WORK! Here's Power 


at a factory price you can afford—a complete 4- 
wheel tractor that does deep plowing, other heavy 

work. 5 and 8 H. P. models. Has air- 
cooled engine; easy auto-type gear shift; 
3 speeds forward and a reverse; 16-inch 
plant clearance; high arch model has 24” 
clearance; turns in 5 ft. radius; uses ker- 
osene or gasoline—many oth- 
er valuable SHAW features. 


















DU-ALL > 
GARDEN TRACTOR 


BUY AT FACTORY PRICE 
NEW Low Write for FREE CATALOG, Factory 
PRICES f:mow | Prices, 10-Day Trial Offer. State 

HA whether interested in ALL-PUR- 
POSE or GARDEN tractor. Address 
nearest office. 


SHAW MFG. CO. 


1603 Front St.. Gales |» Kansas; 
5812 A Magnolia Ave., Ch o, H.; 
130 A. W. 42nd St., New Yo Ser! 
663 A No. 4th St., Columbus, Oh 

















-ANDSCAPE ARCHITECT 


Ambitious? Here's a profession for 
vg men and women. Year-round occupa- 
a h tion—also interesting hobby! Home 
study course praised by hundreds. Free book- 
let “Success thru Landscape Training’’— 
Tells how others have created 
business. Write today. 


American LANDSCAPE School 
6159 Grand Ave.. joines, fa. 


- [Carn fobea 







their own 





Des M 








DON’T LANDSCAPE UNTIL 
YOU'VE SEEN THIS BOOK 


Better Homes 8 Gardens’ new 
picture book, “See How to Plant 
Your Home Grounds,” solves 
ail your landscaping problems, 
eliminates all uncertainties. Fif- 
ty-two pages of garden charm 
and beauty. Three hundred il- 
lustrations and diagrams of 
home grounds that have done 
themselves proud, yours to look 
at and learn! Also twenty-two 
common landscaping errors 
which warn you what vot to do. 
Order your copy today. Price, 
only 25 cents. Address Better 
Homes & Gardens, 6103 Mere- 
dith Building, Des Moines, Iowa. 





Your City Gan 








Do It, Too 


EME OL HC 


Tue author, long an exponent of city-beautification, 


originally titled his manuscript “Campai 
ahage’ of Eden,” and you 


gning for the 
understand why after 


you've read it. The “little city” pictured in this article 


is several cities. It’s a com 


site picture of the crusade 


which has actually taken place in many of the nation’s 
communities. Among those cities in which ae 


have been sponsored are Muskogee, Okla.; Topeka, 


ans.; 


El Paso, Texas; Elmira, N. Y.; Tulsa, Okla.; Jefferson 
City, Mo.; Portland, Oregon; Greeley, Colo.; Salt Lake 
City, Utah; Greenville, Pa.; Daytona. Beach, Fla.; and 
Talladega, Ala., (all award-winners in Better Homes & 
Gardens’ More Beautiful America Contest). 

Does your city make a good impression on visitors? Does 
its appearance make you proud you live there? 

Improvement can come thru collective beautification of 
individual home grounds thruout the city, thru creation of 

arks and parkways and transformation of eyesore spots 

into beauty spots, or thru both. 

If you’d like to enhance the beauty—and, concurrently, 


the post 
"ll find 


you 


values—in your own community, perhaps 
elp and inspiration in this article.—Editor. 


By George M. Sheets 


We CAME to this town because 
we heard it was the Garden of 
Eden. We bought a house on Arbor 
Avenue and are reveling in the gar- 
den and flowers.” 

Thus did a recent settler in a 
beautiful and rapidly growing little 
city explain to the editor of the local 
newspaper why he had established 
his family home in this—just one 
among many inviting communities. 

To him, the man confessed, a 
home meant something more than a 
little bungalow of slate-gray shingles. 
It meant the spreading boughs of an 
elm tree throwing a protecting shade 
over his roof. It meant dark pillars 
of evergreen and graceful flowering 
shrubs enframing the gray shingles 
as if the house had sprouted up out 
of the ground. one moonlit night. 


A HOME meantalso green turf un- 
rolling like an enchanted carpet to 
ease his feet whenever he stepped 
outdoors. It carried the promise of 
snowflakes and crocus in the early 
spring, the refreshing fragrance of 
Persian lilacs as the growing season 
unfolded, the reassurance of the 
first sturdy iris that Hard Winter 
had gone scampering, the smiling 
friendliness of California-poppies 


and painted daisies, the exuberant 
welcome of purple petunias and 
glowing dahlias, and all the other 
little landscape painters that lift up 
their cheerful faces to greet the 
kindly sun. 

But this city, now boasting such 
beauty, hadn’t just tumbled into its 
heritage of Eden. 


Ir HAD, for years, been no more at- 
tractive than hundreds of other 
American cities. Like them, it had 
made its bid for a place in the 
hearts of men and women with its 
array of factory chimneys, the at- 
tractive counters of its smart shops, 
the many stories of its office build- 
ings, and the safety of lined bank 
vaults. 

A screened-in porch was the 


nearest approach to the embrace of 


Nature. And a residential lot, to 
most home-owners, was sufficiently 
large if the drip of one’s eaves did 
not fall on a neighbor’s land. Flow- 
ers could be observed in the park 
conservatories from 9 a. m. to 5 
p. m. And if they weren’t enough, 
there were the florists’ windows. 
What meant flowers in the daily 
life of the average family, anyhow, 
except something [Turn to page 90 
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Yu Ae bul 


VISIT 


Citizens of the United States in large 
numbers visited Canada last year for holiday 
recreation, education and business. If you 
were a visitor, we hope your stay in Canada 
was a pleasant one and that you will visit our 
country again. We extend to all who were not 
among our visitors a cordial invitation to 
come to Canada this year to see our wonder- 
ful country. 

To visit Canada you have only to cross 
the most peaceful International Boundary in 
all the world. You do not require a passport. 

You may move about as freely as you 


do in your own country. You may leave 


T 0 
CANADA 


THIS 


Canada with the same informality and ease. 

Canada is a country of varied scenery and 
climate. It provides for visitors unsurpassed 
seashore and inland lake retreats, mountains 
and great National Parks; and hunting and 
fishing to delight the sportsmen. In Canada, fa- 
cilities for travel are good, whether by air, rail, 
road or water. Accommodation is plentiful. 

On behalf of the Canadian people, I 


invite you to visit us this year. 


o 7 
e ” 


PRIME MINISTER OF CANADA 


$$ It ES ——— 


YEAR 
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Now a low- priced 
Stijitn Wagon 


that's ultra smart avd extra sturdy 





WHEN YOU DO YOUR 
Station Wagon shopping, 
be sure to include, as a 

“must. see,’ Pontiac’s 
superbly smart new model. 
You'll be astonished to find 
its cost within so few dollars 
of the lowest-priced you can 
buy. And this Pontiac is 
bigger-bodied, wider- 
seated, with extra height 





from seat to ceiling. It rides 
eight in relaxed comfort; 
offers thrilling roadability, 
and Pontiac’s almost un- 
believable economy and 
long life. Hood and fenders 
in optional colors at no 
extra cost. Pay a little more 
and get a Pontiac Station 
Wagon—that slight invest- 
ment yields a big return. 












i delivered at Pontiac, Mich. Transportation based on rail 
$10 1 % rates, state and local taxes (if any), optional equipment and 


accessories—extra. Prices subject to change without notice. 








FOR PRIDE AND PERFORMANCE 





Something 


DON'T CUSS, 
USE CASCO 


—the cement made to do a man’s 
job! Contains high-strength 
casein plus shock-proof liquid 
rubber. Resists heat, moisture, 
jolts. Sticks wood, paper, fabric, 
leather —to metal, plastics, glass, 
etc. A dependable handy-man for 
home, school and office. Clean to 
use,excess CASCO FLEXIBLE 
CEMENT rolls easily off 

your fingers. Large tube, 

25¢ at hardware stores. 


CASCOS 


FLEXIBLE LEMENT 


FOR HEAVY-DUTY WOOD GLUING 


CASCO POWDERED 
CASEIN GLUE makes 
joints stronger than 
wood itself! Used by 
we furniture mak- 
ers. Easy to use. No 
heating. No mess. 10¢ to 
65¢ at hardware stores. 


Company of 
350 Madison Ave., New York 








Send for These 
Home Management 
Booklets 


Well-Dressed Windows. How to select 
—— and | ee for curtains and 
ee. clever home-sewing 
to give coy ll a tailored look. .20c 
Furniture Arrangement and Balance. 
Basic information and diagrams for plac- 
ing furniture comfortably in rooms. .20c 
Color in Your Home. Fundamental aid for 
creating color harmony............ 20c 
Floors, Is, and Ceilings. How to select 
and blend these important factors. .20c 
How to Sleep for Health and Success. 
The psychology of sound sleep; how to 
build, furnish, or remodel for better 
sleeping. By Authority Ray Giles. . .10c 
Table Setti and Accessories—by Fae 
Huttenlocher. A 50-page_ illustrated 
handbook to plan attractive tables .25c 
Bride’s Book. A complete buying guide for 
the new home, plus wedding aids with 
questions of custom and etiquette. . .25c 
mel Cooking With Electricity. Get better 
acquainted with your electric range. .4c 
2618 Cooking With Gas. Basic aid for 
gas-range cookery... ........see000% 
2810 This Is the Way We Wash Our 
Clothes. Advice on home laundering. 4c 
bc2 The Home for the Child. Home at- 
er a ee Ac 
bc9 The Care of Expectant Mothers. . 4c 
My Better Homes & Gardens Baby Book. 
Manual for preparing for the baby and 
care thru the first two years; an outline 
of advice to the sixth year.......... $1 
To procure any of these helps send coin, 
stamps, or check. Address Better Homes & 
Gardens, 6303 Meredith Bldg., Des Moines, Ia. 





FALSE TEETH 


KLUTCH holds them tighter 


KLUTCH forms a comfort cushion; holds dental 
plates so much firmer and snugger that one can 
eat and talk with greater comfort and security; in 
many cases almost as well as with natural teeth. 
Klutch lessens the constant fear of a dropping, rock- 
ing, chafing plate. 25c and 50c at druggists oa 
your druggist hasn't it, don’t waste money on 
substitutes, ae oe — 
@ generous trial box. Inc. 


KLUTCH CO., Box 2729-C, ELMIRA, 1 Y. 





ron ror Handy Man 


Three kinks. and tewo items 
easy to make 


Eliminating Fleor Squeak 


Often a squeak in a floor board 
can be eliminated by inserting a 
screw in the narrow slit which sepa- 
rates the two boards—as illustrated. 
Frequently the squeaking is the re- 


COUNTERSINK 
FILL AND STAIN 








sult of the failure of one or two 
boards to rest squarely on a solid 
foundation, and this method of in- 
serting a screw tightly between the 
planks serves to steady them. The 
screw can be forced down flush with 
the floor, and is not at all noticeable. 
—C. C. Butler. 


Two Clothesline Kinks for the 
Basement 
Take the sag out of droopy clothes- 
lines these easy ways. 
1. Where a ceiling cross beam can 
be used for “sky hook” supports, it’s 
simple (after line is strung up) to 











bend as many S-hooks of wire, 6 to 
8 inches long, as needed for crossing 
lines. Drive a nail directly above the 
spot where each line passes under 
the beam, so that when the hook is 
slipped over the nail and under the 
rope, the line is held tightly. After 


the nails are finally in position, it’s 
no stunt at all to remove or replace 
hooks with subsequent hangings. 
You may prefer to make loops in- 
stead of S-tops for hanging on the 
nail. 

2. An ordinary pulley at one (or 
each) end of the clothesline is anoth- 
er simple method of making it easy 
to loosen the line for hanging clothes 
and tightening the line afterward. 
Fasten a small bracket to wall below 
pulley around which to wrap loose 
end of cord. 

Either method means that you can 
loosen the line to bring it down for 
easy access on the hanging operation, 
and still have it up out of the way 
at other times.—Ormal I. Sprung- 
man. 


New Table From Old 
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You can convert that discarded 
library table to a substantial break- 
fast-nook table. On one side, leg- 
assembly is left intact, fastened 
lengthwise to the table top. The 
wood from the other legs is cut to 
make braces for the legs of the new 
table. If there was a magazine rack 
under the old table, it will provide 
wood to go flat on the floor under 
the legs. The size and pitch of the 
braces can be varied to insure sta- 


bility—Dr. D. K. Maneely. 


Tennis Table—By Hi Sibley 
CAN BE LIFTED OFF LEGS AND STORED 
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ASSEMBLE WITH 
CASEIN GLUE AND 
FINISHING NAILS 
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IN YOUR NEW HOME 








A mullion installation in Andersen 
Narroline double hung windows. Colontal 
tn tradition, trim and modern in design. 


EVERY HOME IS BUILT 
AROUND ITS WINDOWS 


The beauty of your walls, the arrange- 
ment of your furniture, the comfort, the 
livability, the enjoyment of your home 
—all depend on the right windows. 
How important then to buy GOOD 
WINDOWS... beautifully designed to 
harmonize with the architecture of your 
home... precision fitted tokeep out drafts 
and save on fuel bills year after year. 

Andersen Complete Wood Window 
Units have the beauty of design, the 
depth of shadow line and character 
possible only with wood windows. 
Andersen Windows are precision built 
like a fine automobile, sash and frame 
are factory fitted all ready to install. 
They are complete with operating 
equipment, efficient weatherstripping, 
and “A” quality glass bedded in putty, 
chemically protected against termites 
and decay—weathertight, leakproof. 


You will save as much as $30 on your fuel bill 
every year with Andersen Windows. They stop 
drafts and keep out dust. Built for the life of 
your home. Used and recommended by many 
nationally known architects and contractors. 


YOU'LL WANT THIS HELPFUL BOOK Before 
You Build or Remodel 


Facts about building, 
hints on how to get the 
most for your money... 
filled with information. 
Mail coupon for copy. 









PLEASE CHECK: I am planning to build 0 
Iam planning to remodel 0 
Andersen Corporation 
Dept. BHG30, Bayport, Minn. 
Send. without cost or obligation your book 
“Only The Rich Can Afford Poor Windows.” 
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The Man Next Door 
[ Begins on page 72 | 


There’s a nasty story going around the 
bridge tables that whenever the clever 
hostess on the corner gives a recipe to a 
friend she always omits at least one 
ingredient. 


+++ 


This is a wondrous republic. The 
richest lady on our street has a 
phone, sunlamp, radio, and maga- 
zine rack in her bathroom, and her 
mother used to keep jars of pre- 
serves in their tub. 


+++ 


A modern young man is one who 
can turn a corner at 40 miles an hour 
while lighting a cigarette, listening 
to his auto radio, and watching the 
mail plane passing overhead, with- 
out taking his hand from around his 
girl’s waist. 


+++ 


We ran off a few reels of home movies 
the other evening, and I told the b. w. 
she certainly passed up a Hollywood 
career to marry me. She just looked at 
me thoughtfully. 


+++ 


Our neighborhood never gets half 
as excited about any other athletic 
event as it does about a high-school 
basketball game. And how we feel 
our age when out on the floor we 
see those young heroes who only 
yesterday were wearing rompers 
and riding tricycles! 


+++ 


Even the lawyer’s son next door, 
who never had much flair for sports, 
is going steady with the captain of 
the girls’ basketball team. 


+++ 


What’s become of the rugged Ameri- 
cans who opened their bedroom windows 
halfway up in coldest winter? I took 
an early walk the other frosty morning, 
and there wasn’t one open more than 
four inches. 


+++ 


Some of my more precocious 
high-school classmates have daugh- 
ters at Vassar, and here I am with 
the gentle swish of diapers still 
audible around the house! 


+++ 


They married early and sent 
daughters to Vassar who will marry 
late and maybe have seven-tenths 
of a baby apiece. 


+++ 


Some of those fancy new baby car- 
riages are so heavy that it would take a 
six-foot farm girl or a 2-h. p. motor to 
push them up the hill to the in-laws. 


—HARLAN MILLER 


COLONIAL SIDING 





Ca 


| : 


” ETERNIT 
TIMBERTEX 


MADE FROM 
TIME-DEFYING 


ASBESTOS 
CEMENT 


Requires No Paint, Red 





uces Fuel Bills, 


Fireproof..Rotproof.. Muaderately Priced. 


The sidewalls of your home can have the charm 
of cypress at a surprisingly low cost. Shingle 
beauty of “wood grain” texture requiring no 
paint or stain—beauty that is water-repellent, time- 
defying—beauty styled in rotproof, fireproof asbes- 
tos-cement. 


Soft, rich, pleasing colors enhance the natural 
“wood grain” of Eternit Timbertex Siding—colors 
built in, an integral part of the material. Face nails 
are of stainless steel, super-rustproof quality to 
further insure beauty. And with this beauty, you 
have priceless safety against fire—money-saving 
protection against rot and termites. 


When this siding is applied right over the old 
sidewalls, you gain greatly in insulating efficiency. 
You save money every year in reduced fuel costs 
—and in upkeep expense. 


Pictured is Colonial Timbertex Siding. You can 
have the same beautiful texture with an irregular 
butt—to give a thatch effect—or Smooth Colonial 
Siding in Varitone, Browntone and Greentone. 
Investigate these remarkable siding products. Mail 
the coupon for new building and modernizing 
booklet, “Your Home.” 





RU-BER-OID 


ROOFING AND BUILDING PRODUCTS 


p PAWAL TS: aa gi 








FOR ROOFING 
or RE-ROOFING 
TEXTURED THICK BUTTS 


—a RU-BER-OID Asphale 
Shingle with “wood grain” 
texture. This amazing shingle 
has everything—‘‘wood” beau- 
ty, thick butts, deep shadow 
lines, soft, rich colors, extra 
weather protection—all at an 
exceptionally low price. Inves- 
tigate. Mail the coupon. 


NEW 
VALUABLE 
BOOKLET 





Check the Ruberoid Building and Modern- 
ization Products which interest you: 


C] Asbestos-Cement 
Shingles 


0 Asphalt Shingles 
and Roofings 


C] Asbestos-Cement 
Sidings 


0) Rock Wool 


House Insulation 





The RUBEROID Co. 
500 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y. 


Send free Building and Modernization Book- 

let, ‘““Your Home.’ 

C)I plan to build [I expect to modernize 
[] I need to re-roof 
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“| NEVER WORRY ABOUT 


[ALWAYSFEED 
HIM FRENCHS” 


Yes, many canary-own- 
ers tell us their pets sing 
better—feel better —/ook 
better when they are fed 
French’s! 


That’s only natural, for 
French’s is a combination 
balanced diet. French’s 
Bird Biscuit gives ca- 
naries the extra diet /ift 
in vitamins, minerals 
and yeast! They love it! 


You’ll find French’s Bird 
Biscuit (in itself worth 
10c) in every package of 
French’s Bird Seed—at 


no extra cost! 


NEW 60-DAY DIET TEST 
DOUBLE YOUR MONEY BACK! 


Feed your canary French’s 
for 60 days. If you’re not 
satisfied it’s the right diet— 
return the package top 
and we'll send you double 
what you paid for French’s. 





DO CANARIES CHANGE COLOR? 


FREE New Canary Book 


Answers your questions 

about canaries — their 

care and treatment. 76 
ages. Illustrated. It's 
vee! Send name 


stcard to 
address 98 Preach Co.. 
Dept. 2363, Rochester, 







. 

















BIRD SEED and BISCUIT 


LARGEST-SELLING CANARY DIET IN THE U.S, 








Mountain and 


Forest Homes 


Dw you know that you could 
have a summer home right in a 
national forest or park? It’s 
true—by special permission of 
Uncle Sam. We tell you about 
it next month—and show you 
two such summer homes. 

But next month, too, we 
show you some other lovely new 
homes—and take you to visit 
several remodeled ones 
lots of ideas for builders and re- 
modelers in these as well as oth- 
er features. 








Little Gardeners 
[ Begins on page 58 | 


than flowers. In that case give him 
vegetables. In appreciative hands a 
head of cabbage becomes just as won- 
derful an object as a show dahlia. 
If the child must be coaxed to eat 
vegetables, here’s a fine opportunity 
to break down prejudices. 


Ir TAKES much patient direction 
to bring a children’s garden into 
bloom. We always found our 
youngsters eager enough to tend 
their plants but enthusiasm some- 
times ran riot and the flowers came 
out along with the weeds. 

To preserve the mulch and still 
allow easy access to the plants, we 
laid out the garden in rock-bordered 
beds. Then we made a rule that the 
children should never step into them. 

We found, too, that interest could 
be heightened by including a few 
cheap gladiolus among the faster- 
growing plants. And an old tub set 
into the ground and edged around 
with annual pinks made a pool for 
some fast-multiplying water-hya- 
cinths. Once we spaded the bed for 
the children right beside a stand of 
cornflowers and let them watch a 
generation of the pretty blue flowers 
go to seed and start themselves over 
again in the fall. We carried some 
fall-started pansies over one winter 
and watched them bloom thru the 
snow the next spring. 

Our gardening adventures might 
have been excuses for long lectures 
on the wonders of Nature and the 
complexities of botany, but they 
were nothing of the sort. We raised 
flowers and vegetables because it 
was fun to raise them, a game 
against weeds and drouth. 

The educational features take 
care of themselves. Questions pour 
in faster than we can answer them. 


One DAY after I had attempted 
to answer some especially puzzling 
questions Taddy had been firing at 
me, he looked up and said, ““Daddy, 
where did you learn all that?” 

“Why, I have taken care of gar- 
dens before, and read books about 
plants,” I answered. “But what will 
I do when I tell you all I know?” 

“Well,” he said soberly, “I ’spect 
you better keep tending gardens and 
read some more books.” 

Which I guess was a good answer. 





PRECISION -BUILT 
HOM€ES 


—-YOUR HOME - 
BUILT TO FIT 
YOUR FAMILY 








READY FOR OCCUPANCY IN 30 DAYS 


When you use Precision-Built construction, 
you get more value for your money—sound 
economy. And, in every way, your Precision- 
Built Home is your home—any size or type you 
select—built to fit the needs of your family. 
You work with your own architect—or with 
our architect-designed plans. In appearance, 
your finished home looks just as it would if 
built by ordinary construction. But—both on 
the surface and all the way through—it is a 
quality home. 





WALLS AND CEILINGS IN LARGE UNITS 


Here are some of the important differences. 
Every joint is a tight joint, machine-perfect. 
Walls and ceilings are built in large units— 
with no unsightly batten strips. Every wall 
and ceiling is permanently crackproof. Your 
home is doubly insulated—cooler in Summer; 
warmer in Winter; your heating bills are re- 
duced 25%. The use of Homasote means a 
quiet house; Homasote is not only the oldest 
and strongest insulating board on the market; 
it has sound-deadening qualities ; it is weather- 
proof and permanently moistureproof. 





ANY STYLE OF ARCHITECTURE YOU CHOOSE 


Your Precision-Built Home is eligible for 
F.H.A. Insured Mortgage Loan. It is built by 
local labor—with quality materials bought 
from your local lumber dealer. 

$3,000,000 of architect-designed Precision- 
Built Homes have already been erected. Mail 
in the coupon today; get the full facts about 
this new and finer, engineered way to build 
your own home. 


HOMASOTE 


Litulating and Building Board 
HOMASOTE COMPANY, Trenton, N.J. 
Send Free folders on O Precision-Built Homes 
CO Homasote Panels 0 Homco Panels 
D Panelyzed Insulation (Wood-textured) 

0 Tourist Cottages 0 Weekend Houses 


Name 








Address. 64 


WRITE FOR 
MONEY-SAVING BOOKLETS 





BUILDING 
SHORTS 


By Ethel B. Power 





House-Garage Connection Here is 
a good way to connect a one-car ga- 
rage to a small story-and-a-half 
Cape Cod house when the garage 
can be entered from the end. The 
small porch makes the garage in- 
conspicuous; furthermore, it makes 
the garage ell large enough to have 
a pleasing relationship to the house. 
The porch is inclosed at the end; the 
garage door slides across the wall. 





Brick Garden Wall Here’s a way 
to make a wall that is only one brick 
thick and that will only partially cut 
off view and air. It’s therefore par- 
ticularly good to mark parts of a 
garden. It has, it should be noted, < 

solid concrete foundation and Saves 
which recur about every fifteen feet. 








Glass-Roofed Terrace (Also see 
glass porch, page 69) If you want to 
roof over a terrace and yet don’t 
want to darken rooms that may open 
from it, the suggestion seen here— 
using glass for this purpose—is well 
worth considering. It could well be 
used to protect a small dining cor- 
ner. The iron frame is appropriately 
used with the glass, since it, too, ob- 
structs a minimum of light and is ex- 
cellent support for the beautiful old 
wisteria that climbs about it. 
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HEADACHE 
HEARTBURN 

ACID INDIGESTION 

b GAS ON STOMACH 
» COLD SYMPTOMS 


TAKE A 


GLASS OF 


kas eltzer 


SEE HOW 
MUCH BETTER 
IT MAKES YOU FEEL 





BEFORE 
YOU BUILD A 


FIREPLACE 


Get latest information. 
Avoid failure. SEND FOR 
FREE LITERATURE ON 


BENNETT. 
* Duvsanleod 
C “fIREPLACES 
No smoke. No chill. 


re se gue co. 
South S$: 
Horeh, N. ¥. 





Garde 1 and 2 Cylinder Tractors 
for a Farms, Gardeners, 
. Fruit and Poultrymen. 
ple Power for Field, yt 
Al Wea Truck 
rop Tools. ar 


Belt Th e 


aneapel Sse. Philadelphia, 
oe 2418 Market St. 


SEE OUR GUARANTEE TO YOU . 


Living-Porch In early Colonial 
houses there were no screened-in 
living-porches. Therefore the prob- 
lem of adding one to an old or a new 
house is difficult. By making one 
side of this porch solid, except for 
window and door which repeat de- 
tails of the house, it appears to be 
an original ell, especially since its 
roof slope is the same as that of the 
house as built in the days gone by. 


Toolhouse One should be a part of 
every garden. It need be only a sim- 
ple structure like this one, which is a 
converted garage shed. An annual 
coat of whitewash, bright paint, 
and large doors opening in two 
sides make it so light and gay that 
it can be used as an outdoor dining- 
room when the garden is too hot. 
But its main use is to store garden 
tools, flower pots, vases, baskets. 


Garden Benches These two are in 
the gardens of the Governor’s Palace 
at Williamsburg, Virginia. If you 
have been to Williamsburg you’ll re- 
member how well these seats fit into 
this garden. They look entirely as if 
they “belonged,” an accomplish- 
ment that is the mark of good de- 
sign. They are right in character 
and right in scale for the very formal 
garden that this is. More than that, 

they are comfortable, a quality 
achieved by the fact that the seats 
are low—17 inches from the ground 
—and not too deep—18 inches. 

Note that they’re set in a hedge 
which is cut to form a bay just large 





enough to accommodate them. 
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OUR memorial is a solemn record FOR THE 
AGES. It would be a failure indeed if its beauty 

‘ today fails to live and speak with equal eloquence 
to the generations to come. Rock of Ages Memo- 
rials, from the material to the smallest detail of 
finish are created to attain heirloom beauty and 
greatness. Talented artists and craftsmen, aided by 
exclusive finishing processes, accomplish results 
that earn the proud 
Rock of Ages seal, etched into the stone. Each 
memorial so marked carries an Everlasting Guar- 
antee which is bonded by the National Surety Cor- 


“signature” of the famous 


poration... 
tion. Your nearby Authorized Dealer will show 


your permanent assurance of satisfac- 


you beautiful examples at prices ranging from as 
low as $35 for a small marker to fam- 
ily memorials from $150 to $200, 
250 to $400 and $600, and up to 
$25,000 and more. 


Write today for informative book, 
“How to Choose a Memorial”’ 


For your protection EVERY 
ROCK OF AGES MEMORIAL 
BEARS THIS SBAL 
etched into the stone 


Rock of Ages Advisory Service, Dept. A-3, Barre, Vermont 


Without obligation, please send me your 1940 illustrated 
book, “How to Choose a Memorial,” with design suggestions, 
epitaphs, symbolism, etc. 


NAMEW. 





ADDRESS 











need a Laxative? 


TRY 


LEMON and SODA 


It’s RIGHT to keep “regular.” And 
equally right to use the gentlest lax- 
ative you find effective. 


So make a ten-day trial of non- 
irritating, non-habit-forming lemon 
and soda. First or last thing daily: 
1, Squeeze juice of a Sunkist Lemon 
into tall glass half full of water. 2. 
Put half teaspoonful baking soda 
(bicarbonate) in another glass. 3. 
Pour back and forth, and drink as 
foaming subsides. 


This also helps keep the system 








normally alkaline and supplies vita- 
min C, abundant in fresh lemon 


juice. 

Try lemon-and-soda for ten-days. 
See if you do not benefit when you 
make it your “regular” rule. 


Copr., 1940, California Fruit Growers Exchange 


Sunkist Lemons 


“Hedda Hopper’s Hollywood”’— Many CBS Stations — 6:15 PM, EST— Mon., Wed., Fri. 








@ NO drudgery @ Wear resistant 
@ NO polishing @ Water resistant 
@® NOT slippery @ Lasts for years 


Pratt & Lambert-inc., Buffalo, N.Y. 


TIME DEALS GENTL 











HOW w.v-e FUN 
and BEAUTIFY 


YOUR HOME’ 








To acquaint you with the low- 
direct-from-the-mill prices and 
beauty, texture, and design of 
tasca weaves we will send 30 
samples of latest materials and 
copy of new 1940 Modern 
Homemakers Book both for 
only 25c. Book contains dozens 
of ideas for making beautiful 
draperies, slip covers, bed- 
spreads, luncheon sets, etc. 97 


ALL FOR | 
ONLY 25c! 





LAUNDRY BAG illustrations. Book and sam- 

F ia oe ia ples will enable you to— 
SAVE % OR MORE 

WITH THIS OFFER! | ON BEAUTIFUL NEW FABRICS 


—such as Ratines, Stripes, 
Osnaburgs, Crashes, and Bas- 
ket Weaves. Buy direct from the 
mill and save 50% or more 
on the cost of materials. Send 
just 25c today for your Home- 
his off It’ makers Book and 30 samples. 
y Send Satisfaction Guaranteed! 
today! ITASCA WEAVERS GUILD 

DEPT. H-S. ITASCA, TEXAS 


TT ATOR 


1 Itasca crash 
laundry bag, at- 
tractively hand 
printed in nov- 
el design, in- 
cluded free with 











P Roley-Poley 
Smart Slip Covers : 
Sanforized, Tub-fast, non- 
shrinking ready made 
SLIP COVERS in the 
new smart styles and col- 
ors. Full cut. Perfect fitting. Also 
KNIT FIT CUSTOMETTES. Ask $3.95 
for them by name—ROLEY POLEY, *.* 
at leading department stores, or send 5.95 
for illustrated circular. 

LEY POLEY MANUFACTURING CO. 
























1217 Van Buren St., Chicago, Ill. 








Tree-planting in 8 


I 


A well-grown tree from 
the nursery has _ been 
transplanted frequently. 
This has caused many 
new rootlets to grow from 
the cut ends of the larger 
roots. When dug the tree 
has thousands of fibrous 
roots which absorb water 
and food. These fibers 
mustn’t be allowed to 
dry out before planting. 


2 


A generous planting hole 
is dug for the roots. A 
tree of the size shown, 
depending on the num- 
ber of roots, should have 
a hole 2 feet deep and 4 
or 5 feet across so that we 
may have the opportu- 
nity to improve the soil 
around the tree as thoro- 
ly as possible at planting. 


) 


The soil has been spread 
on a piece of burlap and 
should be thoroly broken 
up with a shovel and 
mixed with several hand- 
fuls of a complete, bal- 
anced food as well as leaf- 
mold or peatmoss. The 
tree should be set only a 
little deeper than it was 
in the nursery row, shal- 
lower if set in clay soil. 


4 


Shovel in a little soil at a 
time, then pack the soil 
thoroly around the roots, 
for the tree obtains its 
food and water from the 
solution around the count- 
less particles of the soil. 
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Water the hole before 
filling in all the soil. This 
settles the earth more 
firmly around each little 
root fiber. Fill in the soil 
gradually and tramp it 
with the feet or tamper. 


6 


A mulch of peatmoss will 
protect the root area 
from drying, and tree 
should be pruned be- 
cause we must balance 
loss of the roots with an 
abbreviation of the top of 
the tree. The little black 
dashes show where the 
branches should _ be 
pruned so that the top 
may develop symmetry, 
and to avoid V-shaped 
forks and branches which 
compete with each other. 


/ 


One can hardly prune a 
tree before it’s set, for 
only when we see it in 
place are we conscious 
of shape. Hand pruning 
shears are advised. All 
cuts should be close to 
parent branch to en- 
courage wound-healing 
and avoid decayed stubs. 


8 


A properly pruned tree 
will of course not appear 
as well the first year as it 
did before it was trans- 
planted. Nevertheless, in 
several years’ time, as 
shown here, the tree will 
thicken its branches and 
improve year by year 
when given a little extra 
care, feeding, and some 
watering occasionally. 
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EVER HAD GAICKEN CROQUETTES THAT 
taste LIKE GYIGKEN A LA KING? 


HERES THE RECEIPT—YOU'LL LOVE IT 
SAYS AUNT JENNY 


CHICKEN KING CROQUETTES 


4 tablespoons 2 cups cooked 
Spry chicken, cut in 
5 tablespoons small pieces 
flour 2 tablespoons pi- 
1 teaspoon salt miento, chopped 
4 teaspoon ¥% cup sifted bread 
pepper crumbs 
1 cup canned 1 egg, slightly 
chicken soup or beaten with 1 
milk tablespoon water 


Melt Spry in saucepan. Add flour, 
salt and pepper and blend. Add 
chicken soup or milk and cook until 
smooth and thick, stirring con- 
stantly. Remove from fire. Add 
chicken and pimiento and blend 
well. Spread mixture in shallow 
pan, chill until stiff. 


Cut into croquettes with 2%- 
inch biscuit cutter. Roll in crumbs, 
then in beaten egg, then in crumbs. 
Fry in hot Spry (375° F.) 1-inch 
deep in heavy frying pan until 
brown. (No_unpleasant smoke or 
odor when you fry with Spry.) 
Drain on absorbent paper. Notice 
how crisp and tender these cro- 
quettes are. So digestible, fried the 
Spry way. Serve with mushroom 
sauce. Serves 6 to 8. 


(All measurements in recipe are level) 
Clip and save this Spry recipe 


wr 


Only Spry gives ALL these 
3 EXTRA ADVANTAGES 


Purer. .. stays fresh longer. . . 
creams so easily 


: ILL Spry make a difference in 
your cookin’? Folks, you just 

try Spry—that’s all I ask!” says 
Aunt Jenny.“ Make your favorite cake 
or pie. Taste an’ judge for yourself— 
but I think you'll keep on usin’ Spry! 
“For Spry gives such tender, flaky 
pastry—such light, delicate cakes an’ 
crispy fried foods. An’ they’re so di- 
gestible, too. Get purer Spry today!” 


A SHORTENIN’AS PURE AS 
THAT CERTAINLY OUGHT TO GIVE 
BETTER TASTIN’ CAKES AN PIES 


eOeTe 


IN 6-LB., 3-LB. AND I-LB. CANS 


PURER 7R SPL E- 
R..:% CREAMED 
FOR EASY MIXING 





Gently turns in 
the ee 
wash evenly and — ess- 
ly —. ‘ = ke an 
umbrella to store away 
STAND IN 135 ft. finest line. Turns in 
ONE PLACE only 15 ft. of space. Does 
TOHANG EN-  Svcits Doles. ‘Illustrated 
clo poles. a! 
TIRE WASH folder B-340 FREE. 


CLAY EQUIPMENT CORPORATION, CEDAR FALLS, IOWA 





Buy Your LawnFence 

w—>“ DIRECTFROMFaACcToryY <—« 
Protect and beautify your home at small cost. 
Attractive modern oan. Ornamental posts [yr 
and gates. COPPER BEARING | 
steel—heavily galvani j ze 
sisting. Factory Prices -We ¢ 
Pay Freight. Free Catalog 2 


CAPACITY 


Make Tidiness 


= 

4 These cleverly designed 
fixtures will give you 
: that extra closet space you 
| desire — insure orderliness — 
keep garments in better condi- 
tion and quickly accessible. 
| There are Shoe Racks, Hat Hold- 
ers, Tie Racks, Trouser and 
- Skirt Hangers, Garment 
Carriers, etc.—40 items. 
In thousands of homes. 
iy Inexpensive, easy toin- 
[/ stall. Sold by leading 
; department and hard- 

ware stores. 


FREE CATALOG— 
Shows How to Double Closet 
Capacity — Write Today ! 
KNAPE & VOGT MFG. CO. 
Dept. B-3, GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN 














says Mr. J. C. McCarthy, well-known 
building contractor of Trenton, N. J. 





ea BEEN in construction all 
my life. I think I know some- 
thing about building—and insulating 
—a house. Enough so that I certainly 
wouldn’t accept the builder’s mere 
statement, ‘Yes, this house is insu- 
lated.’ I'd want to know five specific 


things about the insulation. 


**First, how thick is it? Second, is 


it the batt-type insulation? Third, is 
it fireproof? Fourth, who is the manu- 
facturer? And fifth, are the walls of 
the house insulated as well as the attic? 


J 


“IT know these five points are Vi- 


tally important. That’s ry I like 
t 


-M’s ‘Ful-Thik’ Super-Felt Batt. 


It is fireproof, has full wall thickness, 





h 
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is factory built to uniform density and 





J-M Super-Felt 
Rock Wool is the 
batt-type of insu- 
lation, easily in- 
stalled . . . with- 
stands rough han- 
dling,. . . has mois- 
tureptoof backing. 
Permanent, fire- 

roof. Makes 
At up to 15° 
cooler in hottest 
weather . . . cuts 


fuel bills up to 30%. 


thickness, insuring greater insulat- 
ing efficiency. This means full com- 
fort on hot summer nights or bitter 
aa 


inter days—fuel savings up to 30%. 
“J-M Super-Felt, the Improved Rock 


Wool, is the batt-type, which, per dollar 
invested, represents the maximum in 
insulation. tt 

but soon begins to put money back in 
the home owner’s pocket.” 


not only pays for itself, 


So if you’re planning to build a new 
ome, don’t just insulate—fully insu- 


late. Specify J-M Super-Felt Batt-Type 
Insulation, And if you’re considering 


new home ready-built, investigate the 
insulation before you 
buy. Insist upon 
Johns-Manville. 


Mail this coupon 
TODAY! 


JOHNS-MANVILLE, 
. BHG.3, 

22 East 40th Street 

New York, N. Y. 


I am planning to build. Please send me your 
Home Insulation brochure which tells the 
complete story of J-M Super-Felt—the 
Improved Rock Wool Home Insulation. 


Name 
Address 
City 











aa eaanaaceoconaanaaaad 





State. 


JOHNS-MANVILLE wsicarion 








(See advertisement on page 10 in this 
information 


magazine for on J-M Rock 
Wool Insulation for existing homes.) 





Your City 


Can Do It, Too 
[ Begins on page 82] 


to send to a sick friend? Or to the 
funeral of a departed citizen? 

Came the City Beautiful Cam- 
paign—one of those spontaneous 
modern movements which may be 
our heritage from the Medieval Cru- 
sades, dormant in the blood of the 
people these many centuries! 

The Crusade for Beauty in this 
particular town was given the same 
organized, efficient, modern assist- 
ance which new-born babes receive 
in the best hospitals. 

It was heralded in a proclama- 
tion by the mayor, recommended 
for adoption by the board of health, 
and warmly embraced by house- 
holders who had tired of the unin- 
viting prospect of cinders, bare dirt, 
and that husk of the modern meal, 
the tin can. 

The press gave it whole-hearted 
support. Eight-column streamers on 
the front page announced the pro- 
gram! 


Wirn such support, the City 
Beautiful Campaign became almost 
overnight a city-wide affair. 

Public-spirited merchants, sensing 
an opportunity to help a good cause 
along and secure some favorable 
mention for themselves at the same 
time, announced generous prizes. 
Before long the prize list included 
scores of useful items—ball-bearing 
lawnmowers, Dutch bulbs by the 
dozen, fine specimens of nursery 
stock, rolls of garden hose, sacks of 
plant food, flag walks, a radio in 
flaming Chinese red, a fine cash 
purse from the water company, 
goodly deposits in bank savings, 
sacks of flour, theater tickets, and 
even permanent waves. 


THe crusade became a spirited 
contest. Neighbor was arrayed 
against neighbor; streets and sec- 
tions of the city vied with each other. 

All families in the city were in- 
vited to join and enhance the beauty 
of their yards and gardens. Even 
if they didn’t win a prize, each 
family enlisting in the crusade would 
gain; for their yard-improvement 
activities would also enhance the 
value of their property, it was pointed 
out. 

This thought developed into defi- 
nite form in the slogan: “‘ You Win If 
You Lose.” The paradox caught pub- 
lic fancy. 


A MEN’S civic organization took 
the promotion lead. An active leader 
of this group, one known not to 
shirk responsibility and who could 
be depended on to follow thru on 
whatever he began, was selected as 
general chairman of the contest. 

He named five assistants, each 
for specific duties. One, for instance, 
was to attend to publicity—supply 
the newspapers, radio stations, and 
various organizations with facts of 
the latest developments and with 
contest announcements, place col- 
ored posters in store windows, street 
cars, and other public places, and 
supply the motion-picture theaters 
with promotion slides. 

The second committee member 








FIREPLACE 


Build a Heatilator Fireplace and enjoy 
wider use of your basement recreation room. 
For the Heatilator Fireplace is more than 
just a fireplace. It actually circulates heat— 
warms every corner of the room both quickly 
and thoroughly. Architects and heating 
engineers will tell you it is the ideal way to 
solve the heating problem in basement rooms. 





Cuts Home Heating Costs 
A Heatilator Fireplace in the living room 
warms even adjoining rooms. Thousands of 
home owners say it takes the place of wasteful 
furnace fires on spring and fall days—saves 
dollars in heating costs. 








Camps Usable Weeks Longer 
Heat circulated from a Heatilator Fireplace 
is enabling many owners to use their camps 
earlier in spring, later in fall—or for week- 
ends of winter sports. 


Will Not SMOKE 

Concealed inside the masonry, the Heatila- 
tor is a double-walled, steel form around 
which any style fireplace can be correctly 
built. It eliminates faults of design that cause 
smoking. Simplifies construction, saves ma- 
terial. Adds but little to fireplace cost. Send 
for illustrated fireplace folder today. 


, ee eae, 3 


HEATILATOR COMPANY 
423 E. Brighton Ave. | 
Syracuse, New York. 


| Please rush illustrated folder con- 
| taining complete Heatilator informa- | 
tion. 


BAGO. 2. ccc scccccsicccccccveses | 


ae a eee ee | 


HEATILATOR 
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was given charge of entries. Cards 
were distributed thru the schools, 
each pupil being given one to take 
home for the parents to sign and 
return. The school returning the 
largest number of signed cards was 
to receive a large painting for the 
school’s assembly room. 

Entry cards were also inclosed 
with bread deliveries on a certain 
day. Newspapers carried coupon en- 
try blanks for clipping. 

But the most resultful move was 
a whirlwind house-to-house canvass 
by volunteer workers. 

The third committee member se- 
cured prizes and arranged for their 
distribution at a public meeting. 
This member also engaged the prin- 
cipal speaker for the big meeting. 


SEVERAL of the leading stores dis- 
played their Yard & Garden Con- 
test prizes in specially dressed win- 
dows, and these helped, of course, to 
spot attention on the garden sup- 
plies for sale. 

Enlisting the group of volunteer 
judges, arranging for the series of 
personal inspections which each 
judging team made, and determin- 
ing on the score card and rules by 
which winners were selected, fell to 
the fourth committee member. 

The fifth committeeman was se- 
lected for his intimate knowledge 
of home-grounds beautification. He 
was commissioned to supply techni- 
cally correct planting information to 
contestants, and to answer all ques- 
tions about landscaping problems. 

The general chairman looked after 
necessary financing, settled questions 
which committee chiefs referred to 
him, enlisted the co-operation of 
other civic organizations, and kept 
in close touch with all campaign 
workers. He made sure they were 
thoroly informed on their duties and 
kept them on schedule. In any big 
campaign appealing to the entire 
community, success depends a great deal 
upon one individual who’s not only an 
excellent co-ordinator but an inspira- 
tional leader as well. 


P UBLICITY presented few prob- 
lems. The men in the news rooms 
continually presented interesting 
features. They secured the consent of 
the mayor to plant a tree in his back 
yard and become Entry No. 1 in the 
contest. A press photo of His Honor, 
in shirt sleeves, tossing the last 
spadeful of earth naturally made 
the front page! 

The oldest entrant, 96 years of 
age, who claimed that gardening 
kept him young, was material for 
another good story. 

A one-armed woman who did all 
her own garden work, a day laborer 
who had developed a unique primi- 
tive garden in a ravine, and a pretty 
girl who gardened by moonlight 
were other attention-compelling 
stories. 


Enr RANTS were divided into 
three classes: those who did all their 
own work, those who hired occa- 
sional manual labor, and those who 
employed expert skill. 

Immediately after the closing date 
for entries, with one home out of 
every eight interested in the con- 
test, the judging work commenced. 
Judges, recruited from among the 
city’s best-known amateur garden- 
ers, were provided with detailed score 
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Lots of fun at 
low cost on a 


week-in- 
the-west 
vacation 





aa, 
S' e e . - Cattle Ranches, 


Morrison Cave, Ghost Towns 


in the Montana Rockies... 
and 


Yellowstone Park 


Come out to The Milwaukee Road's Gal- 
latin Gateway Inn for a vacation so dif- 
ferent and delightful that you'll talk about 
it for years. 

Youen njoy real western entertainment. 
Meet real western people. Camp over- 
night near a mountain stream under 
Montana stars, o gold in Alder Gulch, 

see relics of ante days, explore 
oul discovered Morrison Cave, ride 
with cowboys on the range. 

And you spend several days in Yel- 
lowstone Park— World's greatest Gey- 
serland. 

The electrified OLYMPIAN takes you 
there in luxury at lowest fares. Indian 
ceremonials and beautiful Montana 
Canyon enroute. 


Send for free literature 


Get more fun for less money. Stay a 
week or longer. Write today to 


. F.N. HICKS, Passenger Traffic Manager 


Room 801, Union Station, Chicago, Ill. | 


The MILWAUKEE ROAD 
SUPERIOR 





FIREPLACE 


CIRCULATES WARM AIA 





to all corners and adjoining 
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A COMPLETE FORM 


(From hearth to flue) 


AROUND WHICH IT IS EASY TO BUILD 


@ new or remodel present fireplace—cut fuel bills 
and correct smoke troubles. housands 

all climates. Write Dept. ““B H” for complete in- 
formation. 


sSURERIOR DS atienas + COMPANY 
046 Ss. O os Angeles, Calif. 










Radishes, yh wed Lettuce, .. 
Goldinhart —— Red g 
— ~ Beets, 7 en fresh-- 
Special: 

‘All 4 4 leo Beabeteo seeds 
for 10c--send dime today! 
Seed Catalog FREE. 


W. Atlee Burpee Co., ———_ ‘Philadelphia 





cards. All attended a school of in- 
struction held on an average home 
grounds. A graduate landscape gar- 
dener interpreted the score card. 
Then each judge scored the yard 
where the school was held. 


Jupcine TEAMS were assigned 
separate territories with equal num- 
bers of competing home grounds. 
For each garden there was a card, 
the cards arranged consecutively by 
street and number. 

On the first visit, the judges in- 
quired what plans for planting and 
beautification the entrant had in 
mind, and freely recommended 
changes or made progress sugges- 
tions. An initial grading was given, 
based on such factors (planned) as 
attractiveness, livability, mainte- 
nance, continuity of bloom, and per- 
manency of planting. 

On second inspection, particular 
note was made as to whether the 
entrant had carried out his im- 
provement plans. The score cards 
were turned in at headquarters, and 
there the entrants’ grades on the 
two inspections were averaged. Just 
before the close of the contest, a 
final board of judges went over the 
highest-ranking gardens and de- 
termined the winners. 


Tue editor of a national home- 
and-garden magazine was obtained 
as the speaker for the big public 
mass meeting at the climax of the 
campaign. Names of prizewinners 
were kept a profound secret until 
the final act on the program. This 
helped keep interest at fever heat 
until the last minute. So many 
people turned out, the “SRO” sign 
had to be hung out, yet the largest 
hall in town was utilized! 

The hall was decorated in typical 
campaign style, with colored posters 
brightening the walls. Above the 
stage hung a huge banner shout- 
ing: “You Win If You Lose.” On the 
stage was the huge array of prizes. 

After the speaker had finished his 
eloquence and prize awards were 
announced (beginning at the last 
award and working up to the first 
prize!), several of the prizewinners 
were called upon for short talks. 
Most of them asserted the campaign 
had proved a blessing because it had 
taught them the joys of gardening. 


ALTHO the campaign came to a 
close with the distribution of prizes, 
its influence did not end there. 

The municipal government felt 
the good influence, and _ streets, 
alleys, and other public places were 
keptcleaner than they had ever been. 

An ordinance providing for city- 
wide tree planting was passed, and a 
city forester was appointed. 

Several tracts of land along the 
city limits were purchased and were 
laid out in beautiful new parks. 

New residential subdivisions were 
laid out with an eye to the landscape 
and its inherent possibilities for 
beautification. 

The idea that the citizen should 
have beautiful surroundings, not 
merely to be looked at and admired 
but also to be used and enjoyed, had 
been accepted by the public mind. 


+ * * 


And so it was that Arbor Avenue, 
with its welcoming vista of green, 
drew the new citizen. 
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DELIVERED 
al the FAUCET... 





wale MYERS Water System! 


ww Automatic, Self-Oiling, 
ad %, UNNING WATER is delivered through Shallow Well 
FAUCETS — in kitchen, bathroom and : 
laundry — at outside hose taps—in yard and 
yo FAMIL 
bes staves © out-buildings. And the final test of water 
system satisfaction is the rate of flow at those 
faucets. Whether you draw water from one faucet, or from 
several different locations at the same time — you can always 
depend on a good full stream from any faucet you open, when 
you have an adequate, precision-built MYERS Water System. 








Automatic, Self-Oiling, The famous old MYERS trademark assures 
Deep Well 4 you of both RELIABILITY and ADE- 
QUATE CAPACITY. The high quality of Ejecto Automatic 
MYERS Water Systems has been proved in Deep Well 
thousands of homes. MYERS Electric 
Water Systems are completely automatic 
— self-starting, self- stopping, self- oiling. 
Other types for operation by gasoline en- 
gine, windmill or hand power. Deep and 
shallow well models to meet all needs. In- 
teresting booklet free. Mail the coupon. 


THE F. E. MYERS & BRO. CO. 
“Pump Builders Since 1870” 

















WATER SYSTEMS 





Water Systems (electric) O Hand P 
THE F. E. MYERS & BRO. CO., Water Systems touabling) 0 = cae. " a 
321 Fourth Street, Ashland, Ohio Power Pumps . . . .*0 Sump Pumps . » 
Send free information on items checked and name of nearest dealer. Centrifugal Pumps - O 
Hand Sprayers O 
oo Power Sprayers . . O 
Hay Unloading Tools 0 
Ativan WS 408 Door Hangers 0 





Don't Forget! 


If you are moving soon, drop us | 





Designed by America’s 
foremost bird authority 
—a mode! that will at- 
li Sof " — tract every desirable song bird. Quality 
a line and give us 90th your pres- | | built with exclusive features. Add charm to 
your garden. Befriend birds and they will 
ent and your new addresses. We rid your premises of harmful insects. One 
J martin destroys 2,000 mosquitoes a day. 
Send for Free Catalog or 10c for 32-page 
| | book “Your Bird Friends and How to Win 
copy of your Better Homes & || Them". 
— JOSEPH H. DODSON CO. 
Gardens subscription. 600 Harrison Ave., Kankakee, EI. 





don’t want you to miss a single | 
































How to Make Your Kitchen Smart and Sanitary 
FREE BOOK to Help You Build or Remodel... is fa 


of interesting, practical ideas on arrangement and kitchen 
furnishings. 23 kitchen photos plus 36 illustrations of cabinets 
and accessories show the real value and convenience of metal 
cabinets in the modern kitchen. Book also tells how to get 
free plan and estimate. St. Charles steel cabinets are of high- 
est quality . . . quiet, substantial, smart, sanitary and beauti- 
ful .. . will not swell or shrink, warp or stick. If you own your 
home, or plan to build, you can have this book free. 


MAIL COUPON TODAY 


St. Charles Manufacturing Co., St. Charles, Illinois 
Please send copy of new kitchen book BH-2. 








0D I own my home NAME 





(I rent my home 
(1 I plan to remodel 
0 I plan to build cry STATE 


ADDRESS 
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am =p GRACIOUS ENTERTAINING 


® Or D COLONY 





warm admiration from your guests. 


Furniture creates a charming 


background for your entertaining. The simple, 
traditional beauty; the soft, mellow finish of Old 
Colony pieces will evoke sincere compliments and 


It's furniture 


you Il always enjoy and always be proud to own. 


®@ Send 10 cents to Dept. B-3, Heywood-Wakefield, Gard- 
ner, Mass., for this helpful book on Old Colony Furniture. 





HEYW 00D-WAKEFIELD 


GARDNER, 


FINE 





MASSACHUSETTS 


FURNITURE 


SINCE 1826 
























This great prefer- 
ence for Cadillac 
Vacuum Cleaners 
reflects their thor- 
ough dependability. 


You will 
enjoy easier, 
Saster, 
cleaning 
performance, 


Ask Your Dealer to 
Show You Why 


CADILLAC 
\ VACUUM CLEANERS 
j ARE Outstanding 


K EN EFFICIENCY 
































Whether you select the 
popular Model 200 cylin- 
der type (above) or an 
improved motor-driven- 
brush model, CADILLAC 
offers many new exclusive 
cleaning features. 


fom $29.95 


Guaranteed 2 Full Years 


CLEMENTS MFG. CO. 
6664 S. Narragansett Ave. 
Chicago, Ul. 


Write for FREE COPY of 
“IT'S A WOMAR'S 
BUSINESS” by 
Helen Craehling 
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y 
A WATER 
SOFTENER 


WOULD YOU 
BELIEVE IT 7 


@ That you consume this anh lime 
every time you drink a gallon of average 
(20 grain) hard water? Too much lime 
is unhealthful. 

@ That 60 times this much lime goes into 
your clothes each time you wash? This 
makes clothes gray, stiff, and they wear 
out faster. 

@ That 180 times this weight in soap is 
wasted by the lime in the hard water 
used in a family washing before you can 
get a cleansing suds? This is wasteful. 
@ That lime like this clogs your 

water pipes and wastes heat? 

This is costly. 


RED JACKET WATER SOFTENERS 
PAY FOR THEMSELVES 

The World's Most Complete Line of 
Water Softeners and Conditioners. 
Portable models as low as $3.50, 
Permanent models $49.00 and up. 
Also complete line hand, windmill 
pumps and water systems. 


SEND FOR Free TESTING SERVICE 


To RED JACKET a co., 

Dept. B!, Davenport, lowa. 
Please send me information on Free Water Testing 
Service and Manual “How Soft Water Saves Money.” 
Name 


Address 
& State 


= 




















Theyre Crazy 


Up around a handful of Los 
Angeles hobbyists has grown 
a thriving club, with a cactus 
show that draws 10,000 peo- 
ple and exhibits so big they 
come in moving vans. Best 


of all, here’s how you can 


become a collector yourself 














Youngsters come in all 
sizes, do all the work in the 
cactus garden. Best way to 
keep them working in gar- 
den is to change their job 
every half hour or oftener 





@ Club maestro is Don B. 
Skinner, here with a speci- 
men of Aloe vera, the juice 
of which has been found 
helpful for radium burns 


By John Van Dyke Manning 


Mr. SKINNNN-er, is this a 
weed?” 

“Mr. SKINNNN-er, am I doing 
this right?” 

“Mr. SKINNNN-er, are these the 
ones you want taken out?” 

A violent bump from behind just 
about sat me down on a Barrel 
Cactus. A wheelbarrow whizzed by 
loaded with a few weeds and one 
very gleeful boy. 

‘Here, cut that out; outside if you 
want to play.” It was Mr. Skinner, 
the man I was looking for. 

Don B. Skinner is director of the 
Cactus and Succulent Garden at 
the Los Angeles Manchester Play- 
ground and of the Southwest Cactus 
Growers, that group of amateurs 
and professionals who created the 
garden under the sponsorship of the 
city’s department of recreation. The 
garden is one of the finest public 
collections of cactus in the West. 

But why all the kids? 

“Oh, this is our junior group,” 


said Skinner. ““We meet here every 
Saturday. They do all the real work 
in the garden.” 

And they were working. Two little 
girls were collecting mesembryan- 
themum seed, stripping the dry 
seed-heads off into cans. Ten 
youngsters were replanting a bed— 
opening up good-sized holes, filling 
them with the light soil cactus need. 
Most of the rest, some 40 of them, 
were weeding or thinning the wild- 
flowers coming up among the cactus. 


Youp hardly think of cactus as 
being an ideal plant for children. But 
this bunch was having a wonderful 
time. Half a dozen of them could 
rattle off botanical names as long as 
your arm. They had no fear of the 
spines. They handled the plants 
with tongs if necessary. Mr. Skin- 
ner says when an occasional injury 
occurs, the boy or girl makes very 
little fuss, for there’s no sympathy 
from the rest of the children. 
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The garden was started by a hand- 
ful of hobbyists, adults, five years 
ago. At first they were interested 
only in seeing a striking flower, a 
strangely shaped plant. But the 
hobby fascinated them, and they’ve 
grown into a group of experts second 
to none in the country. They’ve 
taken on somewhat the importance 
of a research foundation. 

Plants in the garden are Collected, 
traded for, donated from members’ 
gardens. Of the one thousand sorts 
growing there, only one has been 
bought, and that an Arizona Giant 
Cactus at a bargain price of $10, too 
good to let pass. They’ve made their 
playground famous with their Cactus 
Show held in June each year. Last 
year 10,000 crowded thru to see the 
60 mass exhibits. Some of the mem- 
bers bring several truckloads. A Mr. 
and Mrs. Charles Place need a mov- 
ing van, and two carloads besides, to 
bring in their exhibits. Mrs. Place’s 
specialty is euphorbias and each 
specimen must be wrapped with 
tissue, for a wound to a stem would 
cause bleeding that would ruin it as 
a show specimen. 


Tue adult group meets every 
Thursday night, and once each year 
20 of them go on an extended collect- 
ing trip, camping out in the desert 
for a week or more. One trip was to 
San Clemente Island, off the coast; 
several have been to different parts 
of the California and Arizona desert. 
They’ve explored Baja California 
(Lower California to gringos) until 
the garden’s collection of cactus and 
succulents of the region is practically 
complete. And when a few go away 
on an extended trip, like the one to 
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Over Cactus 


Los Angeles Playground and Recreation 
oe 


Department 


= 





Utah, they take with them “want 
lists” of plants to be collected for 
others of the group. 

The junior group was a natural 
outgrowth of the senior one. It has 
been a tremendous success. Said Mr. 
Skinner, “They’re getting to be 
hardened gardeners. Each one sails 
right in. They know what they have 
to do and they do it. But children 
can stay only 20 to 30 minutes at 
any one job. Then they have to be 
shifted to something else or they 
lose interest.”’ But it’s the work that 
keeps them interested. They have 
to work to be in the garden, and 
because they do, it’s their garden. 
They watch over it like the most 
zealous landlord. If any over-curi- 
ous stranger climbs [ Turn to page 177 





Mott Studios 


Trouble a-brewing. Whatever it 
is, she’s not a-going to do it 


. PAGE 113 
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“Can't keep him out of it, ever since I cheered 
up those shelves with Royledge! I got it in the 
trickiest new pattern, laid it on in a jiffy 
without tacking—now my pantry is 
positively inviting!” 


No need to drag Royledge down for 
laundering. Just freshen the colorful 
edge with a damp cloth! Doesn’t fade, 
curl, or droop, either, because of the 
wonderful double thickness. Yet guess 
what it all costs. 5 CENTS A PACKAGE! 
Yes, really. Nine feet of Royledge is 
only a nickel at all 5¢ & 10¢, neigh- 
borhood and dept. stores (10¢ 
sizes, too). Roylace, 
& Brooklyn, N. Y. 














Bubbles 







for easy 
faster 
dish drying 


Ask your store for Martex Dry- 
Me-Dry dish towels. Their pat- 
ented, three-fibre construction of 
cotton, spun rayon and linen 
makes them faster drying, more 
absorbent and practically lintliess. 
Why not try them? 





DRY-ME-DRY DISH TOWELS 


U. S. Pat. 2,122,175 


if your store doesn't have them send $1 for a set of 3 
in red, blue or green. State pattern and color. Print 
your name and address. Wellington Sears Company, 
79 Worth Street, New York, N. Y. 
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METALANE* Weatherstrips 
can never wear out 


Weatherstrips made of MetaLane give silent pro- 
tection and keep their beautiful, silvery appearance 
as long as your house stands. Especially created for 
weatherstrip, MetaLane will never rust, oxidize, turn 
black, stain paint, woodwork or stone... in any cli- 
mate. It is really beautiful on white painted windows 
and doors. Your builder can buy factory-assembled 
windows, fitted with MetaLane Weatherstrip at the 
mill, at lower prices than ever before. Monarch Metal 
Weatherstrip Corp., 6346 Etzel Ave., St. Louis, Mo. 


Menaich METALANE 











WEATHERSTRIP 

















A MAJOR DEVELOPMENT 


Here’s new beauty, new value, to add 
charm to your home! Now, Nu-Wood's 
soft colors are proof against fading... 
protected against loss of their rich 
hues by an exclusive process! Now, 
Nu-Wood gives lifetime beauty. 


CLEARER, RICHER HUES 
FOR EVERY ROOM! 
Available in 7 shades, Nu-Wood 
colors are now richer—clearer than 
ever before! The new Kolor-Fast Nu- 
Wood has greater light reflectivity 

. brings a glamorous glow to 
every room. No other similar finish 
duplicates Nu-Wood color and texture. 


PLUS INSULATION AND 
SOUND ABSORPTION! 


In addition to the lasting beauty, 
Nu-Wood gives you efficient insula- 
tion and sound absorption. Available 
in a variety of patterns, Kolor-Fast 
Nu-Wood offers new and improved 
application advantages—costs amaz- 
ingly little. Add new life to your 
home with Kolor-Fast Nu-Wood— 
mail the coupon for free literature. 


a wood 


INSULATING INTERIOR FINISH 


WOOD CONVERSION COMPANY 
Dept. 112-3, First National Bank Bldg. 
St. Paul, Minn. 
Gentlemen: Please send me information and 
illustrations on Nu-Wood for 
CJ] New Construction [] Remodeling 











Painting Pointers 
[ Begins on page 20 | 


pressure behind the paint film—the 
result of faulty construction that al- 
lows seepage or abnormal condensa- 
tion, or of using paint on a damp 
surface. Brown stains result from re- 
lease of water-soluble substances in 
improperly seasoned redwood and 
certain cedars and pines. Complete 
removal of paint from the affected 
surfaces is the only corrective. 
Wrinkling results from improper 
brushing of heavy, oily paint and 
can usually be corrected by sanding 
and repainting. 

Both spot fading and premature 
chalking are usually due to improp- 
er formulation because of too much 
thinner, skimping on the necessary 
number of coats of paint, or cheaply 
made paint. The cure is proper re- 
painting. 

Breaks in the paint surface result 
from using a quick-drying finish coat 
over a slow-drying undercoat. Fre- 
quently the undercoat contains too 
much oil. 


Cause of Sealing In cracking 
and scaling, the paint cracks, curls, 
and finally scales off. Cracking is 
caused by hard-drying paints. Wa- 
ter seepage thru these cracks exerts 
enough pressure on the film to make 
it scale. All the old paint must be 
removed before repainting. 


What Is Paint? Before we can 
examine a final factor in your getting 
a good paint job, we must examine 
paint itself, 

All paint is dry pigment mixed in 
a liquid vehicle. The pigments used 
for exterior painting are finely sepa- 
rated metallic compounds, such as 
lead, zinc, and titanium. It’s these 
pigments that actually do the protec- 
tive and decorative job. The liquid 
serves merely to carry the pigment 
in suspension and, as it dries out, to 
hold the pigment to the surface. 

Roughly, there are two types of 
pigment, opaque and transparent. 
In house-painting the opaque pig- 
ments do the work. Sometimes trans- 
parent pigments are introduced in 
small amounts into the mixture to 
give it bulk and body. 

White lead is the basis of most 
house paints because when mixed 
with linseed oil it forms a tough but 
elastic film. It combines well with 
most colors and pigments and is par- 
ticularly effective for white and the 
lighter tones. White lead is ex- 
tremely durable, has excellent 
weathering qualities, wears down 
slowly and evenly, and thus leaves a 
good surface for repainting. 

Either zinc oxide, leaded zinc 
oxide, or titanium pigments are 
used with white lead in most ready- 
mixed house paints. ‘They’re all very 
white opaque pigments. Zinc oxide 
and leaded zinc oxide are resistant 
to mildew, aren’t discolored by 
gases, and absorb ultra-violet sun- 
light. Used alone in linseed oil they 
form a very hard but inelastic film 
which tends to crack. 

Titanium pigments are durable 
and have hiding power as well as 
resistance to sunlight, moisture, 
gases, and other fumes. 

All good house paints should con- 
tain a substantial proportion of 
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BATHROOM 


CALLS FOR 1940 FEATURES 





PATENTED - PATS. PEND. 
In your new home... or in the remodelling 
of your present bathroom... be sure your fix- 
tures include new features developed by Case 
for 1940. The famous T/N Water Closet, 
for example, has been further improved in 
its mechanical efficiency —the complete oper- 
ation of the fixture is now merely a matter 
of seconds. As an added health protection, 
the T/N is tested and approved by the Na- 
tional Plumbing Laboratory. The brand new 
Wilmington comes in a variety of styles, and 
combines in one lavatory unusual conven- 
ience and attractive design. Ask your Master 
Plumber about Case fixtures. Make 1940 your 


year for a new bathroom with 1940 features. 
PATENTED 








CASE 


DISTINCTIVE PLUMBING FIXTURES 


We'll be glad to send a booklet with bath- 
room suggestions, and the nearest address 
where you can see the complete line of Case 
fixtures on display. Just write to Dept. B-30, 
W. A. Case & Son Mfg. Co., Buffalo, N. Y. 





Relief For 
-< Indigestion 






—TUMS bring amazing 
quick relief from indigestion, 
heartburn, sour stomach, gas caused 
by excess acid. For TUMS work on 
the true basic principle. Act unbe- 
lievably fast to neutralize excess acid 
conditions. Acid pains are relieved 
almost at once. TUMS are guaran- 
teed to contain no soda. Are not laxa- 
tive. Contain no harmful drugs. Over 
2 billion TUMS already used—prov- 
ing their amazing benefit. Get TUMS 
today. Only 10¢ for 12 

TUMS at all druggists. 
You never know when or where 








Personality Kitchen 


Personatity” is an in- 
adequate word, but there 
doesn’t seem to be any other 
available to describe that 
something or other which 
makes a kitchen or breaks it. 
Anyhow, it’s the individual 
touches that “make” a kitch- 
en—and after all, this merely 
means putting YOU into your 
kitchen. We tell and SHOW 
you how in the next issue of 
Better Homes & Gardens. 











white lead or white lead and zinc 
oxide, except in deep colors that 
don’t admit opaque white pigments. 
Barium sulphate, calcium carbon- 
ate, china clay, and sand, some- 
times used as extenders in paint for- 
mulation, are transparent pigments. 
They’re used as a balancing or modi- 
fying pigment, but in good paints 
are used sparingly. They’re consid- 
ered adulterants if they comprise 
more than 10 percent of the pig- 
ment volume. 

Normally three ingredients are 
used together as a vehicle. They are 
a drying oil, a drier, and a volatile 
thinner. Drying oils, such as linseed 
and other vegetable oils, have the 
capacity, upon absorbing oxygen, of 
hardening into elastic film. Soybean 
oil is sometimes successfully substi- 
tuted for part of the linseed oil in 
prepared paints. Turpentine and 
similar volatile thinners are intro- 
duced into the formula to improve 
the workability of the mixture. They 
evaporate almost completely with- 
out changing the character of the 
paint. Some inferior paints contain 
as much as 35 percent water. On the 
label water is often called colloidal 
solution, soap solution, emulsifying 
agent, or aqueous bodying agent. If 
there’s more than one percent water 
in the vehicle, it betrays an inferior 
paint. 


Don’t Change Herses Now that 
brings us down to this last fac- 
tor in paint maintenance. You can 
buy a good paint and hire a good 
painter, and still maybe you won’t 
get a good job. Chemist F. L. Brown, 
who has spent many years studying 
paint at the Forest Products Labora- 
tory in Madison, Wisconsin, is pretty 
emphatic in saying that changing 
kinds of paints from one painting to 
another is a common cause of trou- 
ble. He says to start out with a good 
paint, make a record of its formula 
(because paint manufacturers some- 
times change their formulas, don’t go 
by brand name alone), and stick with 
that formula thru the years. A new 
white paint with a zinc-oxide content 
differing materially from that of the 
old paint, for example, deteriorates 
more rapidly than either one of these 
paints would alone, he says. It’s well 
known that white paints over full- 
color paints—such as deep red, 
brown, or black—fail all too soon. 


Hew Often to Paint When the 
old paint coating has gone four to 
five years, it’s time to repaint. It’s 
the economical thing to do. Let it go 
longer and the old paint begins to 
break up and often requires much 
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See Your 


FAIRBANKS-MORSE DEALER 





New F-M Shallow Well Water 
System with Built-in Ejector 


® Self-priming ©700 G.P.H. open 


*500 gal. per hour discharge 


attank pressure °®Low priced 


If you want dig value in a relatively large 
capacity water system—see this one. Quiet. 
Simple. Easy to install. Requires practi- 
cally no attention. Only one moving part 
—and it is aboveground. No belts. No 
gears. No pistons. No bearings that can 
wear out. Operated by economical %-h.p. 
motor. No radio interference. Exclusive 
F-M design—only your F-M dealer can 
show you this system. 


OTHER F-M LABOR SAVERS 
HAMMER MILLS DIESEL ENGINES 
(all sizes) (5 and 10 h.p.) 
GASOLINE ENGINES 
WASHERS IRONERS LIGHT PLANTS 


Remember that your F-M dealer car- 

ries all of these products and that he 

will be on hand with parts and service 
if they are ever needed. 








FAIRBANKS, MORSE & CO. 


Manufacturers of Precision 
Equipment for 110 Years 





try; Gets Rats 
Every Time. 
K-R-O is made 
from Red Squill, a 
raticide recommended 
by U.S. Dept. Agr. (Bul. 
1533). Ready-Mixed, for 
homes, 35¢ and $1.00; Pow- 
der, for farms, 75¢. All 
Drug and Seed Stores. 
Damage each rat does 
costs you $2.00 a 
year. K-R-O Co, 
Springfield, O. 


KILLS RATS 
ONLY 


K-R- 


w e “ 


A New Kind of ' 
ciant ZINNIAS 
Giant Flowers, Paste! Colors 

Over 5 in. across, very deep. 
Graceful curled, twisted petals. 
Many new colors--chamois,buff, 
terra-cotta, old gold, apricot, 

rose, ch, ete. Seeds scarce. 
Pkt. (40 seeds) 250; 200 Seeds $1. Catalog free. 


W. Atlee Burpee Co., 451 Burpee Bidg.,Philadelphia 












FREE Information, Catalogs & 
ratings ALL colleges & schools 
of U. 8S. 25 years’ service in 
educational guidance. Non- 
profit. Give age and aim. 
AMERICAN SCHOOLS ASSOCIATION 
3434 RCA Bids. New York or Field Annex, Chicago 
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more careful preparation before re- 
painting. 

Repainting at intervals of less than 
three years isn’t advisable because 
the old paint hasn’t worn thru 
enough to become a sound founda- 
tion for the new. It’s better to wash 
your house than to repaint it too 
often. Paint gets dirty most rapidly 
during the first year while the paint 
is still glossy. When the paint begins 
to chalk, it cleans itself. So if you 
paint too often you sacrifice the 
period of best appearance only to 
start the dirt-collecting stage again. 
Don’t do it. 

Because of the plethora of condi- 
tions paint is made to meet, there is 
no complete agreement as to perfect 
paint. Even the proportion of ve- 
hicle to pigment has never been 
agreed upon. Too much oil causes 
paint to dry slowly, become dirty, 
and fade early. Too little oil causes 
paint to fade and wear rapidly. 

The white-lead, zinc-oxide type of 
paint is often preferred for tinting, 
because, tho it becomes dirty, it 
chalks less freely and therefore holds 
color better. Yellows and buffs can 
fade rather seriously and still look 
good, but when light greens and 
light blues fade, they look shabby. 


Climate Affects Paint Climate 
has some bearing on choice of 
paints. In the warm, humid climate 
of the Southeast the harder types of 
paint containing higher proportions 
of zinc oxide are often more durable 
than the soft paints, such as pure 
white-lead paint. But in the dry 
climate of the Southwest, paints of 
the harder types are notably less 
durable than soft paints and tend to 
break up badly if allowed to go too 
long. 

This is why it’s so necessary to em- 
ploy a competent painter, a man 
who understands local conditions 
and who won’t skimp on the job, 
nor introduce adulterants into the 
paint, nor apply it carelessly. 








Bugaboos 
on the Run= 
Growing Seedlings 


[ Begins on page 78 | 


three or four days, replace the nu- 
trient solution with fresh, pure water 
for a week or so. Always keep the 
water level a little higher than that 
at which you kept the nutrient 
solution. 

As the plants increase in size they 
may be potted in soil or go again 
in sand-filled containers which offer 
the same cultural advantages as the 
seedling pans. 


No Seedling Less Tuberous Be- 
gonias, double giant petunias, cal- 
ceolarias, and cinerarias have proved 
for me what this method will do with 
difficult seeds. Even after three 
months in the sand without trans- 
planting, they have shown prac- 
tically no losses. Dahlias, statice, 
China-asters, Korean Hybrid Chrys- 
anthemums, calendulas, and many 
others have proved adaptable to the 
sand-culture method. So far not a 
single plant I’ve tried has failed to 
respond most accommodatingly. 


SEE OUR GUARANTEE TO YOU... Bene. . PAGE 113 





THIS HAND 

IN NEW QUICK LUX 

For 20 minutes, 2 to 3 times a 
day, Mrs. Tessell placed her 
right hand in New Quick 

Lux suds. She used no lotions 
or creams. After 19 days, this 


hand was still smooth 


THIS HAND IN SOAP X 

For exactly the same time (20 minutes, 

2 to 3 times a day for 19 days), Mrs. Tessell 
placed her left hand in suds from Soap_X. 
[he resulting redness, roughness, irrita 

tion and coarse texture are clearly shown 


in this actual photograph. 


Most Dramatic lest ever 
made of Dishwashin 


Hundreds of women made these tests of 5 widely sold soaps, 
under conditions similar to home dishwashing. These tests 
proved Lux kindest to hands. 


New Quick LUX saves you from 
red, rough, housework hands 


WOMEN ARE SAYING: “We thought 
Lux was so wonderful it couldn’t be 
improved, but you've done it!’’ 

Four years’ research, an added 
ingredient costing thousands of 
dollars yearly bring you new, 
quick Lux! Marvelously kind to 
your hands—and amazingly fast. 

So thrifty, too! 

New, quick Lux goes further 
(gives more suds, ounce for 
ounce) than any of 10 other 
leading soaps tested. 

Get gentle, new, quick 
Lux today—save hands! 


H I'VE CHANGED TO NEW 
Pa) QUICK LUX FOR DISHES 
a AND MY HANDS FEEL 
uw BETTER, LOOK NICER, 
ALREADY! IT’S So 





3 





MRS. WISTER CLARK, Indianapolis, Ind. 
In the same familiar package... 
the Lux your dealer has is 

the New Quick L 





















Name 
Address : 
City & State 


For colorful FREE 
Alaska Vacationland 
literature, mail coupon 
to Alaska Steamship 
Company, Room 30, 
Pier Two, Seattle. 




















ENTOY 
AMERICAS FJORDS 





Come cruise the mountain-sheltered seas that gold rush 
sourdoughs once sailed toward dreams of sudden riches. 
Board a modern air-conditioned train and travel scenic 
routes to Seattle, where your one-class All-American 
steamer heads for America’s own Alaska. In this magic 
land, ocean steamers cruise to the face of tremendous, 
thundering glaciers . . . strangely carved totem poles 
stand as fantastic symbols of a bygone era. . . the Mid- 
night Sun turns night into day ... vast Interior Alaska 
calls you to more exploring. Come to nearby Alaska any 
time from May through September. Low rail and all- 
inclusive steamer fares fit a moderate travel budget. 
Select from a varied choice of Alaska cruises and cruise- 
tours, with frequent sailings. The coupon brings details. 


Book Early Through One of These Railroads: 


SOUTHERN PACIFIC 

BURLINGTON ROUTE 

GREAT NORTHERN 
THE ALASKA RAILROAD 
ALASKA STEAMSHIP COMPANY 


NORTHERN PACIFIC 
NORTH WESTERN LINE 
THE MILWAUKEE ROAD 

UNION PACIFIC 














WITH A WEISWAY 


eets this need for added bathing 
facilities in old homes as we - 
new. Self-contained, leak — ,a 
Weisway is a complete “ in 
itself with showerhead, en 
and drain. Pacented non-slip floor 


of vitreous porcelain. Easily, 
or less. Models for 
simplest cottage to 
re for full color pictures 
| of actual Weisway in- 
ow to havethisadded 
bathin your homenow. 













quickly installed in 

. a three-foot square 
T? 

| finest master bath. 

ws Free! Mail coupon 

lations and com- 

plete information on 




















NRY WEIS MFG. co, (Es 
326 en ai ee, eet Weisway |) 
| cont me t } new home | ) clubs, in- 
sefeotions { }) industrial building. 
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How’s YOUR Skyline? 


Is YOUR chimney, by any chance, some- 
thing of a colorless blot on the land- 
scape? Are the foundations and masonry 
walls of YOUR HOME poorly dressed? 


MURAL-TONE 
MASONRY PAINT 


is the perfect treatment 
for exterior masonry sur- 
faces. A needed protec- 
tion against the elements, 
weather resisting and 
non-fading. A decorative 
medium that puts the 
finishing touch of color to 
YOUR HOME. Simple to prepare, easy 
to apply and one coat is generally suffi- 
cient. When you have the chimney and 
the foundation walls of your home 
painted it is like putting on a brand 
new hat and a smart pair of shoes. Your 
home will share your pride in its appear- 
ance. Ask your painter or your paint 
dealer about Mural-Tone Masonry 
Paint, or send the coupon today for 
literature and a color chart. 


THE MURALO COMPANY, INC. "“'ss¢° 


STATEN ISLAND, N. Y. 


THE MURALO Co., INC. 
Box B-10, Staten Island, N. Y. 


Gentlemen: 


Please send me literature and color chart of 
MURAL-TONE Masonry Paint. 


Name sane wean 
a ae SE 

















Dont Be a 


By C. A. Crosser 


You can hide your head from unpleasant tax facts, 


but still your neck will be out! . . . Put a couple 


of cigars in your pocket and find out what the as- 


sessor has against you—it may save you money 


lr YOU’RE like most human 
beings, you prefer to duck unpleas- 
ant matters. 

You’d rather not look at the card 
in your overdue library book. The 
number of payments still due on 
your car isn’t a matter of glee. You 
shilly-shally until the last moment 
before getting to the monthly bills. 
And particularly, as a home-owner, 
you may shrink from prying too 
much into your property assess- 
ment and taxes—at least, it’s an un- 
pleasant subject. 

But with a big gouge of a single 
month’s income going to pay the 
tax on your home, not to speak of 
income and sales taxes, you’d better 
muster up enough cod-liver-oil 
courage to find out all the facts about 
the assessment and taxes on your 
home. 

But you wail: “Suppose I do! 
There’s nothing I can do about it. 
Why spoil an otherwise none-too- 
happy existence?” 


Tuere’s where you’re a bit hay- 
wire in your thinking. 

Take just about two hours to dig into 
your tax facts—you spend a whale of 
a lot more time than that, every 
year, just worrying about them. The 
gamble is good that you might run 
across data which would entitle 
you to a reduction in those taxes, 

Here’s how to go about it: 

Visit the Assessor in the City Hall 
or County Court House. There’s no 
reason why you shouldn’t take along 
a couple of cigars in your pocket— 
not as a bribe, either, for cigars won’t 
get you a $1,000 assessment cut. But 
assessors and deputies are amiable 
fellows; and their jobs are no cinch. 
They have to answer a lot of ques- 
tions from all kinds of people, and 
they take a lot of punishment from 
the public. Meet them more than 
halfway. 

“Mr. Assessor,” you ask, ‘“‘will 
you please tell me the last assess- 
ment on my house and lot?” 

The assessor or one of his deputies 
hauls out one of the big red books 
on the shelf and paws thru it for 
your district and individual proper- 
ty description. 


“Your assessment is $4,000,” he 
replies, “Five hundred dollars for 
your lot and $3,500 for your house.”’ 

Many assessors then shut their 
eyes and wait for the blow, like the 
man who has just kicked another in 
the shins. 


Bur before shooting him dead or 
embracing him—depending upon 
how your assessment figure strikes 
you—you’d best inquire further. 

If your assessment is much below 
your guess and lower than your 
neighbors’, the average civic con- 
science is such that Mr. Home-owner 
will stride away with a broad smile 
and break into songs when he reaches 
open air. There’s one authentic case 
on record of a man who objected be- 
cause his assessment was too low, 
and asked the assessor to raise it. 

But whether low or high, you 
ought to find out how it was arrived 
at and at what percentage of the sup- 
posed market value it is placed. 

Suppose your city assessor replies 
in this fashion: “At every annual 
real-estate assessment, we hire field 
assessors to look over your place. 
They place what they think is a fair 
value on it. That’s all there is to it. 
Fair enough?” 

This reply should be quite en- 
lightening. It should arouse hope in 
your savage breast that if you hon- 
estly believe your assessment is too 
high, you have more than an even 
chance of getting it reduced. 


Bur this explanation reveals that 
probably the assessment was a curb- 
stone guess by a field assessor who in 
all likelihood was inexperienced in 
appraising property. A better name 
than “‘assessment”’ might be “‘guess- 
ment.” 

Further inquiry might reveal that 
the man sent around to assess the 
property was an unemployed auto 
mechanic who could be depended 
upon to deliver a hundred votes in 
the 65th precinct, but who never 
owned a piece of property in his life. 

But before discussing the next 
procedure let’s jump to another city 
and listen to a different City Assess- 
or’s explanation. 


BETTER HOMES & GARDENS, MARCH, 1940 
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Suppose again it’s you. The assess- 
or in this office takes a card out of 
the file and lays it before you. You 
recognize on it a small-scale plan of 
your house and lot and a calculation 
giving the number of square or 
cubic feet your house contains. Its 
history includes the date it was built 
and any later remodeling ; the names 
of the different owners and possibly 
the prices they paid or the rentals 
they received; the lot layout, in- 
cluding the concrete walk and drive- 
way; and finally the computation 
showing its actual and taxable value, 
and maybe a photograph or two of 
the place. This record may contain 
more information about the proper- 
ty than you possess. 


Heres a complete history and 
record,” the assessor explains. ““We 
have measured your house and cal- 
culated the number of cubic (or 
square) feet it contains. We then 
multiplied the footage figure by the 
unit cost per foot it would take to 
build a house of this type now. To 
this total we’ve added the approxi- 
mate value of special features, such 
as fireplaces, extra bathrooms, and 
recreation rooms. From this present 





“Take -along a couple of cigars” 


total reproduction value we deduct 
the proper depreciation. This is 2 
percent a year for its life. Possibly we 
make a further deduction for neigh- 
borhood obsolescence. The resulting 
figure represents the present estimat- 
ed market value of your property. 
How does this match with your own 
calculations?” 

In seven cases out of ten, you'll 
admit that the assessor’s figure is 
just about the amount your place 
was appraised for last fall, or what 
you were offered a month ago. 

The value of the lot, the assessor 
explains, was figured by multiply- 
ing your front footage by the unit 
value per front foot placed on all 
the frontage in your block. Allow- 
ance was made, of course, for ravines 
or other physical features which 
decrease or enhance lot value. This 
places your lot value on an equality 
with those of your neighbors. 


Tue assessor concludes: “‘It’s the 
practice in our city to assess property 
at about 75 percent of market value. 
That means that every piece of 
property with the same market value 
as yours carries the same assessed 
value. Isn’t that fair enough?” 

Any city assessor who can make 
such an explanation of his methods 


Tax Ostrich 


SEE OUR GUARANTEE TO YOU .. aff . . PAGE 113 


isn’t likely to duck in expectancy of 
a violent comeback. More likely 
you’ll shake his hand and present 
him with another cigar. 

Maybe you’ll think your taxes too 
high. But at least you have the satis- 
faction of knowing that your neigh- 
bors are packing an equal burden. 

The pitifully sad fact is, tho, that 
you’re more likely to live where tax 
assessments are unglorified guesses. 
Only a small percentage of cities 
use a scientific system of assessing. 
Cleveland, Detroit, Toledo, St. 
Louis, Minneapolis, St. Paul, Los 
Angeles, Flint, Bridgeport (Conn.), 
and Cambridge (Mass.) are a few. 


Burt, wait—don’t cash in your 
chips here on your quest for tax 
facts, even tho you may be satisfied 
with your assessed valuation. Don’t 
be like the property-owners in a 
middlewestern city who were rather 
well pleased with the past year’s 
assessments. When the current year’s 
tax bill was faced, they found them- 
selves looking at considerably higher 
figures. The assessing authorities 
had decided on a blanket raise for 
all property in the district. 

Or consider the fellow in an older 
suburb of an eastern city who found 
upon inquiry, and too late for im- 
mediate correction, that someone 
had lowered his neighbors’ assess- 
ments, but not Ais—leaving him to 
suffer an inequality. 

In neither of these instances had 
the home-owners kept track of the 
times at which assessments were 
made in their communities. You 
should inquire in what year your real 
estate will next be assessed. In half 
the states, realty is assessed annually. 
In the remainder, it’s assessed bi- 
ennially and quadrennially. 

Plain and fancy bribery is more 
common in property-assessing than 
the layman suspects. In one town, 
a field assessor sold fire insurance 
as he made his rounds. His insurance 
business thrived and his customers 
had low assessments. 


Suppose the property-owner be- 
lieves that his assessment is too high. 
What can he do about it? 

State laws usually provide that 
the taxpayer is given ample oppor- 
tunity to appeal his assessment from 
the assessor to a higher authority. 

Ordinarily this is a commission or 
board of appeal or review of as- 
sessments, and it meets for a few 
weeks or a month immediately fol- 
lowing the assessing period. In some 
states, members of the city council, 
county commissioners, or township 
trustees act as members of this ap- 
peal board. 

The defect in this plan is obvious. 
Few such public officials can qualify 
as expert real-estate appraisers. One 
candid city councilman recently ex- 
pressed himself on this point as 
follows: “What do I know about 
property values? Nothing. Never 
have I purchased or rented a home. 
I’ve lived in the old family home 
all my life.” [| Turn to page 106 
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CAREY 
CORK INSULATED 
SHINGLES 
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CAREYSTONE SIO 

AND SHINGLES 
Made of asbest and cement 
Fireproof: durable a tone 
Minimize upkeers 



















expense 


You can build this cozy cottage on the liberal 
F.H.A. insured mortgage plan and pay for it 
in easy monthly installments. 


By using CAREY Products in its construction, you will 
be assured of a modern, comfortable house; one that may 
be economically heated; a house on which maintenance 
expense has been minimized. The CAREY materials will 
also add to its fire safety thereby entitling you to favorable 
insurance rates. 

Write today for floor plan and description of Carey Edi- 
tion of Bildcost House No. 609, and directions for ob- 
taining blue-prints, specifications and the 
cost of building it in your community. 


THE PHILIP CAREY COMPANY 
Dependable Products Stnce 1873 
Lockland e Cincinnati, Ohio 


The Philip Carey Company, Cincinnati, Ohio 
Please send floor plan and description of Carey Edition 
of BILDCOST house No. 609, and 28 page Carey Book 
giving valuable suggestions. 




















SPARROW 
TRAPS 





, , See BM, OES OB: rar mee TT 

Red the ber of Sparrows this positive 
way and give the insect eating native birds a chance 
to nest about your home. 

Get an Improved Everset Trap—it is simple in 
construction, automatic in action, rust proof, will 
last many years, and catch 10 to 25 and more per day. 

The trap is guaranteed satisfactory or money will 
be refunded upon return of trap in good condition. 

For the sum of $4.75 we will send trap to you 
by Parcel Post. For further information write 


Everset Trap Co., 319 W. Ist Str., Davenport, lowa 












KILL ‘EM THE JIM DANDY WAY! 
dim Dandy is HARMLESS to humans 
and animals—but POSITIVE DEATH 
to Rats, Mice, and other Rodents. 
JIM DANDY is made from Red 
Squill, recommended by U. 8. 
Dept. Agr. Bulletin No. 65. 
It comes ready to use. NO 
FUSS! NO MUSS! 

As many as 28 rats have 
been killed by eating con- 
tents of 1 bag of Jim Dandy. 


15¢ ®s« of 10 $1 Bag of 70 
Pellets " Pellets 

At Hardware, Drug, Grocery 
and Seed Stores, or write us. 


D. B. SMITH & CO. 
7 MAIN ST., UTICA, NEW YORK 


JIM DAND 


AND MOUSE LS S53: 




















Mow Hay 1 & 2 Cylinders 
Law High Wheels. Rubber or 
as = Steel Tires. Walk or Ride. 


STANDARD ENGINE CO. ~ 
Minneapolis, Minn. Philadelphia, Pa. New York, N.Y. 
3202 Como Ave. 2416 Market St. 148 Cedar St. 











ROOSTER automatic 
WATER SYSTEMS 


No matter where you live, you can enjoy all che 
comforts and conveniences of running water 
with an ample supply for all purposes. Select 
a seurdy. dependable HOOSIER and be sure 
of all the water you want for drinking, laun- 
dry, bath, lawn, garden and fire protection. 
Sizes and types to meet every need —capaci- 
ties from 225 gallons to 3,000 gallons per 
hour. Deep well or shallow well. Electric 

asoline or windmill powered. Many special 

eatures perfected by more than 70 years ex- 
perience in rural water supply. No rusty wa- 
ter. Oil and water can’t mix. 
Heavy duty construction for 
life-time service. 


Write For Free Book 


Ask your dealer or write us 
for free book that will help 
you select equipment exactly 
suited to your requirements. 


FLINT & WALLING MFG. CO. 


332 Oak St., Kendallville, indiana 
Makers of the New STAR Zephyr Windmill 
PS OS eee TRS 























ARE-FREE children easily forget 

the danger of cars speeding by on 
busy streets. The safest place for them to 
have their fun is a playground right in 
their own back yard, guarded by Cyclone 
Fence and a Cyclone Self-Closing Gate. 
Then you can let them play out in the 
fresh air and sunshine all day without 
worrying about their safety. 

Cyclone protects your home, lawn and 
shrubs, too. It lasts for years. A heavy coat 
of galvanizing, applied after weaving, 
affords greater resistance to rust. Posts 
are strong. Erected by Cyclone’s factory- 
trained men, it is put up right—requires 
practically no upkeep expense. Plan now 
to add this permanent improvement to 
your home. 


CYCLONE FENCE CoO., Waukegan, III. 


Branches in Principal Cities 
Standard Fence Company, Oakland, Calif, 
Pacific Coast Division 
United States Steel Export Company, 
‘ew Yor 


FREE! 32-Page Book on Fence 


Send for this big, i!lus- 
trated book. It tells how 
to choose the right type of 
fence for homes, schools, 
churches or business prop- 
erty. Crammed full of 
pictures and facts that 
you will want to know 
about fence. Mail coupon 
today. 











- 
cman Fence Company, Dept. 230 
Waukegan, Ill. 
Please mail me, without obligation, a copy 
of “Your Fence—How to Choose it—How 
to Use it.” 





| Nat EE es nee 
aT TI RS SREP TERE Sal Hac 
St SESE eee 
I am interested in fencing: [© Industrial 


Property; (© Playground; [) Residence; 
6 Estate; 0) School. Approximately........ ft. 


US) CYCLONE FENCE 





















TAM RICH! 


Tho I may seem poor to you 

I am rich in much. 

Emeralds of the grass and leaf 
I can see and touch. 


Sapphires of the sky I own 
Just as well as you. 

Gold of sunshine I may have— 
Diamonds made of dew! 


Rubies of the sunset’s glow 

I can see and love. 

All the jewels in Nature’s hand 
Are my treasure trove. 


Precious things that I call mine 
None can take by stealth; 
Tho I may seem poor to you— 
I know I have wealth! 
—Aileen Farley 








Bildecost Goes to 


Long Island 
[ Begins on page 22 | 


nial and American Colonial—were 
built in Harbour Green down on 
Long Island’s south shore, they’re 
designs that are at home anywhere— 
Maine or Texas, Montana or Ten- 
nessee. That’s a real beauty. And 
so, we think you'll agree, are the 
two houses themselves. 


Now, how much 
will it cost you? 


We've prepared lists of all materials needed 
to build each of these houses. Using these lists, 
your architect, building-material dealer, or 
builder can figure the exact cost to you. We 
can’t accurately state that cost here because 
building costs are higher in some communities, 
lower in others. Send 6 cents for this list. Use 
coupon below. You are in no way obligated. 


The List of Materials is only one part of Better 
Homes & Gardens’ Bildcost Service. If the cost 
is right and you decide to build one of the homes, 
we'll send you the necessary plans, specifications, 
and contract forms for the nominal price of $5 
for one set, $2.50 for each additional set. For all 
practicable purposes, three sets are necessary— 
one for your architect, contractor, and yourself. 


Better Homes & Gar- 
B | LIFOST dens’ Bildcost Service 
aa wl e. OAes one is a regular feature of 
pig es ‘ * the magazine. No 
matter where you live—East, West, North, or 
South—there’s a Bildcost Gardened Home for 
you and your family. Send 25 cents for the Better 
Homes & Gardens Book of Bildcost Gardened- 
Home Plans. It contains descriptions of 60 other 
homes designed by outstanding architects. The 
construction of all Bildcost homes conforms to 
Federal Housing Administration standards. 


Better Homes & Gardens 
8703 Meredith Building 


Des Moines, lowa 
(Please Check) 


[}Send me the List of Materials to 
enable me to learn the exact cost to 
build Bildcost Home No. 1003A in 
my own community. | inclose 6 
cents (or two 3-cent stamps). 

[]Send me the List of Materials to 
enable me to learn the exact cost to 
build Home 1003B in my own 
community. | inclose 6 cents (or 
two 3-cent stamps). 

_] Send me your Book of Bildcost Gar- 
dened-Home Plans. | inclose 25 
cents additional for this book. 


NI i iiinetieaiie baddies avocqunis 4-0 a.erer 


RG, i fuhiee de dS o's N06 Sewrewelen 
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BG-3, Cincinnati, Uhio. 
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this be painted? 





BERTRAM A. WEBER - ARCHITECT 


Some families wait six or seven years 
between paint jobs— because painting 
costs money. 


And some families have their homes 
painted every two years — because a 


new coat of paint is a new coat of 


beauty. 
Whichever program you follow, 


you'll be wise to have your contractor 
use the paint that home-owners for 
97 years have found so satisfactory 


under all conditions. 

It’s Eagle Pure White Lead mixed 
in linseed oil. This “pure-pigment” 
paint creates a film of loveliness that 
weathers superlatively well —doesn’t 
crack orscale. Itleaves an ideal surface 
for repainting because it wears down 


slowly by a gradual, even chalking. 
Next time you paint, employ a reli- 
able contractor, and specify Eagle 


Pure White Lead. 


NEW BOOKLET: Contains valuable informa- 
tion on painting, including tips on how often 


painting should be necessary. 
Write for free copy.The Eagle- 
Picher Lead Company, Dept. 


Made by the makers of Eagle Insulation for 
Homes—thick, fireproof mineral wool. 


BETTER HOMES & GARDENS, MARCH, 1940 















t 
Here’s evidence. The 
travelers-tree really 
does contain clear, 
watery sap, refresh- 
ing to the traveler 


The travelers-tree » 
looks like a palm 
but belongs to the 
banana family 


THere are no streets of gold in 
Florida, and you can’t produce al- 
pine edelweiss or equatorial exotics, 
but any plant from the temperate 
or sub-tropic zones will flourish here 
if given a little care and plant food. 

If you have a weakness for the 
graceful, curving lines of palms and 
pampasgrass, or for the sharp, mod- 
ern tones of the centuryplant and 
Spanish-bayonet, pack up your 
spade and trowel. Florida is the 
place fcr you! If you crave color, the 
flaming orange-red Bignonia and 
Crimson Lake Bougainvillea will de- 
light your soul. 

This may sound like chamber of 
commerce publicity, but it comes 
from the heart. After 14 years in 
Florida no one can fail to respond 
to the beauty of the waving palm 
fronds, the gorgeously colored blos- 
soms, and the luxuriant foliage. 


Wuen you think of Florida you al- 
ways think of palms. In selecting 
them, you have wide choice. There 
are Date, Wine, Fishtail, Cane, 
Royal, Coconut, Washingtonias, 
San Diego, and Cabbage Palms. 
These, moreover, are only a few. 
Royal, Coconut, Washingtonia, 
and San Diego (Cocos plumosa) 
Palms all grow 40 to 80 feet high. 
For this reason they should be used 
only as garden backgrounds, altho 
they do serve admirably to line 
streets and parkways. They’re easily 
transplanted even when almost full 
grown. When properly reset and 
braced, they’re almost sure to con- 
tinue growing without interruption. 
The Cane Palm (Chrysalido- 
carpus) is perfectly suited for plant- 
ing along the foundation of your 
house. Graceful clumps are appro- 
priate to break the lines of forma! 
doorways. They also fit well into in- 
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TO WOMEN 
WHO SUFFER 
FROM CHILLY 
ROOMS AND 
COLD FLOORS 


Here is an amazing book, unmasking the 
great American delusion about room tem- 
peratures. It tells you why you do not 
have to suffer from cold corners, cold 
floors and chilly rooms. It tells you why 
it is healthy to be comfortably warm in 
your home. And it tells you how to enjoy 
comfortable warmth at low cost. 





— | Garden-Lovers Paradise 











By Edna P. Hoffman and William J. Evans 











Send no money. We have nothing to 
sell you. Just send for your FREE copy 
of our amazingly frank book, ‘‘Unmask- 
ing The Great American Delusion 
That—‘You Have To Be Cold To Be 
Healthy’.’’ Read it carefully. Weigh its 
astonishing statements on the scales of 
your own feelings and experience. THEN, 
and only then—if you wish to learn more 
about having plenty of heat to keep you 
comfortable on even the coldest days at 





low cost—see your local coal merchant 
or your local stoker dealer. They can 
show you how little it costs to be healthy 
and comfortable in your town with the Uni- 
versal Fuel—Bituminous Coal or Coke 


IT’S HEALTHY TO BE COMFORTABLE NATIONAL COAL ASSOCIATION 

TREAT YOURSELF TO PLENTY OF HEAT THIS WINTER 804 Southern Bidg. 307 N. Michigan Ave, 
Washington, D. C. Chicago, Illinois 

Please send me a free copy of your booklet, 

“Unmasking The Great American Delusion That 


e —‘You Hare To Be Cold To Be Healthy’ .”’ 
ee Uniwewal Same SAS. 





BURN BITUMINOUS COAL OR COKE 






































d in formal spots in your garden. While 
e al- Cane Palm can’t be classed as hardy, Low lod Fuels Address_____._...-.--------- 
ytics. it will survive the occasional cold City - a 
rate snaps of central Florida if placed 
here where it’s protected from the north 
‘ood. wind. Well-fed specimens sometimes — 
the get 20 feet high, but 6- to 12-foot 
and plants are most common. This palm h a 
nod- grows in clumps, bearing graceful, USICAA 0. 
and feathery leaves sprouting from small, v7) Z e 
your yellow-ringed [ Turn to page 107 ars axatives 
the i 
. the e on - TRY 
oer Yuccas grow to great size and» 
de are quite decorative when 
their big white flowers open 
er of 
omes 
rs in Lush, flowering shrubs that First or last thing daily. Juice of 1 Sunkist 
wi i ari . Lemon and 1 tsp. baking soda in tal! glass 
pond gzrow with little coaxing make half full of water. Drink as foaming subsides. 
palm foundation planting unique FOR FULL DETAILS SEE PAGE 88. | The WINTHROP—5 Rooms $1424 
blos- & | and Bath (Materials ) 
e. | BUY DIRECT FROM MILL at 
Vd . | lowest wholesale prices. One order 
New Receipes buys your home complete. No : 
yu al- | extras! Over 270,000 people live in Gordon-Van 
Tine Homes. 
cting Best Cake Recipes. 50 pages of delectable FAMOUS READY-CUT SYSTEM—Saves you 
» cakes and frostings. . . ..15e 30% in labor, 18% in lumber waste. Brings the 
Phere | savings of modern production methods to home 
_ This Is SO Good. 30 treasured. recipes for | building. Iron-clad Guarantee insures satisfaction. 
vane, various dishes............ ..10e | ATTRACTIVE MODERN FEATURES—Skill- 
i : : ms 2 fully arranged floor plans, sunlight kitchens 
mis, 3.36 Hot Bread Quickies, 15 ag & planned to save time and steps, cheerful dinettes, 
alms. 2.38 Waffles and Pancakes and Ways to modern bathrooms, and many other modern fea- 
Serve Them. 18 recipes include sauces 4c tures mean more comfort and less work for the 
pW 2 «6 . . . | housewife 
om? 1.37 Serve a Cheese Dish. Coveted reci- | fF. H. A. LOAN PLAN—Gordon-Van Tine expert 
onla, vcectawhes 66 bednes P te advisors will give you full information about this 
ai ' . | liberal loan plan 
mosa) 10.36 Out of the Deep Fat Kettle. > | BUILDING MATERIAL CATALOG—5,000 
rludes fi llers, tt tc | 
high. cludes fritters, crullers, croquettes . Building Material Bargains. Everything for fix- 
used 11.37 Stuffed Meat Round-Up. Nutritious | ue work—at money-saving prices. FREE Hvery- 
winter recipes... see 4e wnere 
altho 11.38 Leftovers on Reus Deoudia. Basic BOOK OF HOME PLANS 
line rules plus unique recipes........... Ac If you live in I1li- 
ilv 2.365 | > WwW .13 ‘i . nois and Iowa. (Ot/- - 
easily ~ _— ae v0 arene Oe San Se phe states send 10c for al 
t full 3.37 Best Food Recipes............ te mating costs.) Brings \\\ 
3.38 Prizewinning Yeast Rolls......4c | you very latest home 
and 5.38 Cheese It—in Many Tempting designs, exciting new features, 
. con- ™ lays ‘ ° P rd specifications, valuable money- \ 
RE — saving building information. 
tion. 10.38 Gingerbreads Hot ond ‘Ste Ac |) ee nr nr wn nr en ee ss 
4 9 
alido- 12.39 Meat Loaree Extraordinary 4 |Gordon-Van Tine Co. 
slant- B Re _ sme athe cs“ World's Largest Geuntiliits 40 heme in home Building Since 1865 
our en a) ee Wee eee ee care 1877 Case Street, _Davenport, lowa. 
y My Better Homes & Gardens Cook Book. Check books wanted: Homes, () Farm Build- 
ro- 50c, plus 25c for packing and mailing . 75c ings, C) Building Sasawtat Catalog. 
PP ] T f th hel d coi 
ma! © procure any of these helps send coin, , 
rs “ stamps, or check. Address etter Homes Name , Peaseveves 
to in- & Gardens, 5703 Meredith Building, Des 
Moines, Iowa. Address 
4, 1940 


SEE OUR GUARANTEE TO YOU... Beit . . PAGE 113 
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Pe OW EB OR 
Lawn> Mowers 


Greater Values 
Than Ever : 
12 Models 


From © Oz. 








8 Wheel-Drive and _ 
4 Roll-Drive Models 
Plan now to enjoy the convenience, 
economy and dependability of a 
Stearns Power Lawn Mower. All models 
are simple and free from complicated 
mechanism. Easy to start and to operate. 
Every model is as outstanding in quality, 
performance and operating economy as 
in price. 

Write for catalog showing our 12 popu- 
lar models—ranging from 18 inch to 27 
inch cut. Experily designed and built by 
capable Stearns workmen, they assure 
longest service at lowest cost. All models 
rubber tired and equipped with Briggs 
& Stratton engines. 


Ask Your Hardware Dealer or 
Write Us for Catalog No. 33 


E. C. STEARNS & CO. 
Estab. SYRACUSE, N.Y. 1864 











Boy-handling Tips 
From Boys Town 
[ Continued from page 46 | 


can’t possibly be kept, as in elections 
anywhere. The offices, however, go, 
as a rule, to those who have proved 
worthy of the very real responsibility. 

The Boys Town Chamber of Com- 
merce, a blue-stocking organization 
with scholarship requirements—yes, 
everyone goes to school, even the 
Mayor—has never been able quite 
to gain the place held by the “poli- 
ticians,” as they refer scornfully to 
the Mayor and Commissioners. It’s a 
thorn in their side that their plans 
leak, and, first thing they know, the 
Council launches, with much fan- 
fare, something the Chamber 
thought up. 

They keep the Council on its toes, 
however, and joint meetings with 


Junior Chambers of Commerce of 


Omaha and other cities give valu- 
able outside contacts. 


Tuere’s a sport, a club, and a 
hobby for every boy. The football 
team, which belongs to the Nebraska 
Athletic Association, hasn’t been 
beaten nor tied in 35 games. Baseball 
is run like the big leagues, with play- 
ers farmed out. Practically every boy 
of the 200 collects stamps. Jimmy 
Skiles, trombonist with Horace 
Heidt, learned his instrument in the 
Boys Town band. A little rascal who 
tapped Father’s telephone wire 
years ago now heads his own bur- 
glar-alarm company. 

Progress in the new life can be 
traced by names. When he enters, a 
boy is called by his last name; as he 
becomes acquainted, by his first. 
When he rates a nickname, he be- 
longs. 


Harp CASES Father takes in 
hand himself. Once the majority of 
the boys were referred to him by the 
juvenile courts; now only 10 percent 
are. Father spends all the time he 
can with the youngster, takes him 
on trips, to movies in Omaha, has 
him come to his house to listen to 
favorite boy programs on the radio. 
A box of candy, always in the desk 
drawer in Father Flanagan’s office, 
to which any boy has access at any 
time, is the kindly priest’s quiet 
answer to reform-school methods. 
He considers that the way to win a 
boy who has become anti-social thru 
neglect or abuse—Father Flanagan 
says at every opportunity that there 
are no bad boys—is to earn his 
loyalty to the place or to some per- 
son in it. I expect a woman would 
call this love. 


Farx ER worked with one boy six 
months before the little fellow was 
ever seen to smile. Just 8 years old, 
this youngster had headed his own 
gang of 14- and 15-year-olds, robbed 
a bank single-handed without being 
caught, bought a revolver with the 
money he stole, and started out with 
it to hold up stores and filling sta- 
tions—the youngest convicted bank 
robber in the United States. 

Behind the boy was an unbeliev- 
able story of neglect. He was en- 
cased in an armor of sullenness 
which nothing, it seemed, could 
penetrate. For six months Father 


NANCY: “‘!’ll give you three 
guesses.”’ 


EDDIE: “‘M-m-m. | only need 


one. It’s 














FROM HAWAII" 
New Ideas for Clubs 
The Garden Club Handbook. By Fae 
Huttenlocher; 80 pages, newly revised. 
Gives history of the garden club move- 
ment, suggests constitution and by-laws, 
includes a program for each month of 
the year, flower show judging, plans for 
conservation of natural resources, contest 
ideas, and book list for garden clubs. 50c 


6 0 30 So You're Giving a Banquet! Com- 
mittee functions and complete advice 
for it. This leaflet will come to you 
entitled America’s Club Aid for Feb- 
OU 0.00658 686 66 est cnsyes .4e 

bo 18 A Potato Pastime for St. Patrick’s 
Party. Exciting Relay Rodeos; Plans for 
Special High Days in Club Work. This 
leaflet will come to you entitled Ameri- 
ca’s Club Aid for March.......... 4c 


As a program feature, your organized club 
may borrow for mailing costs, $1 to 
$2.25, either of the following lectures, 
offered in co-operation with the sponsor- 
ing organizations mentioned. Each lec- 
ture has stereopticon slides. Book these 
lectures by number thru Better Homes & 
Gardens: 


9 Mirror Magic (Libbey-Owens-Ford Glass 
Co.). How to increase room size, empha- 
size decorative effects, and set off 
bouquets with mirrors. 50 natural-color 
slides. 


11 Glamorous Table Settings for All Oc- 
casions (sponsored by Fostoria Glass 
Co.). New 45-minute series of Koda- 
chrome—natural color photography— 
slides, arranged by Fae Huttenlocher. 
Includes a contest series of pictured 
tables from which the audience selects 
those in good taste and otherwise. Fos- 
toria offers a crystal vase as prize for the 
person whose list wins. 


Address all orders to Better Homes & 
Gardens, 8903 Meredith Bldg., Des Moines, Ia. 





took him to movies, ball games, 
circuses, and ate quarts of ice cream 
with him before he got any response. 
Now, four years later, that boy is 
one of the most trusted, unselfish, 
and promising of the group. 


ac 

Tuincs go along now more or 
less under their own momentum,” 
I said to Father Flanagan. ‘“‘In the 
beginning, tho, how did you get the 
boys to take all responsibilities?” 

“Tt was their own idea,” he said. 
“And we had to. I had no money, 
there was no one to do things—just 
myself. We’ve kept on because it 
seemed to be the best way.” 

Twenty-two years ago Father 
Flanagan, interested in the neglect- 
ed, homeless boys he saw about the 
Omaha streets, and in the courts, 
borrowed $90 and rented a house on 
the northwest corner of Twenty- 
fifth and Dodge in Omaha to give 
them shelter. There were five at first, 
three from the juvenile court, two 
from the streets. That was in Oc- 
tober. By Christmas there were 30. 


Tue present great plant, 11 miles 
west of Omaha, was built largely by 
gifts of one- and five-dollar bills, 
“with a heartache behind every 
brick,” Father Flanagan says. Five 
new dormitories now under con- 
struction—Father borrowed the 
money for them, too—will bring the 
capacity to 525. (There’s a waiting 
list now of 1,400.) Many boys are 
placed in foster homes; others, sent 
because their parents could do noth- 
ing with them, go back to their 
homes after Boys Town has rehabili- 
tated them. 

“It costs $2,000 to bring a boy 
up to be a good citizen,” says Father 
Flanagan. “It costs society $5,000 
to put him in a cell.” 


SHALL we parents, then, throw 
up the sponge and turn our sons 
over to one of the numerous Boys 
Towns which have sprung up, from 
Maine to California, inspired by 
Father Flanagan’s? By no means. 
Father would be the first to say a 
boy is better off in his own home, 
with loving parents. 

It seems to me that we can all, 
however, adapt Boys Town ideas to 
our own homes. A large family could 
use the whole scheme. I was much 
interested, on returning from Boys 
Town, to find a “‘We Parents” letter 
in which Mrs. George W. Huspeth, 
of Palmetto, Louisiana, said her own 
boys are self-governing, that they 
make and enforce their own laws. 

Where families are small and 
children young, Father suggests that 
parents make up for the group in- 
fluence of Boys Town by spending 
more time in teaching responsibili- 
ties, in opening up a wide variety of 
interests and activities. This should 
be as advantageous for girls as for 
boys. 


Pratse and reward for any- 
thing well done,” Father Flanagan 
advises. ““Enthuse over every social 
trait displayed. 

“Understanding, responsibility for 
the boy’s self and for the common 
good, plenty of work and plenty of 
play under unobtrusive supervision 
—that’s all we have at Boys Town. 
I don’t see why it couldn’t be ap- 
plied in any home. It’s never failed 
yet.” 


BETTER HOMES & GARDENS, MARCH, 1940 
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WASHING MACHINES 
NEED 3-IN-ONE 


HEAVY BODY 3-IN-ONE Oil 
works wonders on Washing 
Machines and Electric Refrig- 
erators. It instantly penetrates 
the tightest bearmgs and mov- 
ing parts. Lubricates— , 
guards againstrust. Get 
it at Hardware, Drug, 
Grocery, 10¢ Stores. 














BIG FREE ILLUSTRATED CATALOG— 
Contains over 3000 words of information on 
how to handle bees. You can buy an inex- 
— beginner’s outfit with directions. 

sy to gy i y- returns; Sell your sur- 


plus honey. Read letters from 30 beekeep- 
ers in booklet, “‘Does Beekeeping Pay’’. 
Bees and kens make idea 
sidelines. Subscribe to 
GLEANINGS in BEE 
CULTURE, Ce~ page 
monthly, 6 months, 
cents to new readersonly. 


The A. I. Root Co. 
230 W. Liberty St, Medina, Ohie 















GUIDE TO 


This attractive folder which 
contains interesting photos 
and brief description of 
Western National Parks 
and other colorful regions 
will make it easy for you 
to decide where to go for 
your summer vacation. 
Mail coupon for 
your free copy. 


THE PROGRESSIVE 





i 

i W. S. Basinger, Passenger Traffic Manager t 
8 Room 770, Union Pacific Railroad ‘ 
: Omaha, Neb. ; 
1 Please send me your free book “WESTERN g 
} WONDERLANDS.” . 
S iis. gdconnetibosenlsdeccadvesase ! 
i ‘ 
B MS on ccc con cc cceccccancecessceseo ' 
Son, ' 
a City--------------- Gle 2 oo wc owes ' 
i 


SEE OUR GUARANTEE TO YOU... Bene... PAGE 113 





Whims & Hobbies 


Six or seven varieties from a sin- 
gle fruit tree are not uncommon, but 
Robert A. Troth, Orleans, Indiana, 
owns a multiple fruit tree which is 
capable of producing 128 different 
varieties of apples, 3 of crabapples, 
and 6 of pears. As a whim, he 
started setting grafts and buds when 
the tree was just a seedling. 


v v v 


For seventeen years, two sisters, 
Mrs. Frances Clark and Mrs. Will 
Wallin, Unadilla, Nebraska, have 
presented every new baby of the 
community with a _ beautifully 


hand-knitted pair of bootees. 


v v Vv 


A private dog cemetery, with 
graves for six of his deceased pets, 
neatly inclosed by vine-covered 
white picket fence, is an important 
part of the back yard of Wilfred 
Funk, New York publisher and poet. 


Vv v v 


The residents of Jacksonville, 
Florida, are supplied with orna- 
mental house numbers made by 
Kenneth DeGroot in his spare 
time. 


v v v 


Among movie star hobbyists: Ed- 
ward G. Robinson relaxes in his 
chemistry and physics laboratory. 
He also collects fine paintings. Jean 
Hersholt collects rare books. Wm. 
S. Hart now lives enjoyably in re- 
tirement with his pistol collection, 
horses, and pets. 


¥ v v 


Oscar Gunnarsson, Lindsborg, 
Kansas, has attracted nationwide 
interest with his cement sculp- 
turing. He utilizes spare moments 
in constructing miniature con- 
crete figures of the pioneers who 
figured in events in the history 
of the Scandinavian community 
around Lindsborg. 


v v v 


George A. Caldwell, New Britain, 
Connecticut, is one of the country’s 
leading hollyhock hobbyists. He has 
them in every shade; and the 7,000 
blooms, some of which are 91% feet 
high, surround his home. 


oe v 


Mrs. John Adams, wife of the 
second President of the United 
States, was a rose enthusiast. 
Over a hundred and fifty years 
ago she imported a rose bush 
producing an unusual (for that 
time) bloom—soft white with 
yellow center. The bush still 
blooms in the garden of the old 
Adams mansion at Quincy, Mas- 
sachusetts. 
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) U \ ( | \ Early American Sandwich Pattern 


‘ANNIVERSARY SPECIAL” Set $175 * (regularly $2.50) 
Price slightly higher in the West 


75 years! A diamond anniversary! A it... or, can get it for you... at 
rarity in American history. We are _ this price. 
celebrating it by offering this lovely Buy this special . . . and send coupon 
reproduction of some of the rarest for the folder which shows the other 
old Cape Cod glass ... the Sandwich _ items in this Early American line and 
pattern...at a bargain. Yourdepart- the history of old Sandwich glass. 

ment store, jeweler or gift shop has *January 15 to March 15 only. 


75 Years of the Loveliest Glassware in America 


The Duncan & Miller Glass Co., 
on the Old National Turnpike at Washington in Pennsylvania 
Send me the Sandwich folder and the history of old Sandwich. 
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The 
Casiest way 
to get 
Grapefruit 
sections 


® You know, of course, how 
good fresh Florida grape- 
fruit is. It’s the only kind with 
that delightful, tangy taste. 
And, next time you want 
this same kind of grapefruit 
In sections—for q salad, aq 
dessert or for fruit Cups —just 
buy delicious Florida canned 
grapefruit, 
You'll get fine, firm sections 
—Packed by experts when 


the fruit is at the 
Peak of j 
goodness, om 











GRAPEFRUIT SALAD BOWL 


This is just one of dozens of 
grand grapefruit delights 
given in our new recipe book- 
let. Write for your free copy, 
Florida Citrus Commission 
Lakeland, Florida 


‘ And of course it's healthful. 
or the natural vitamins and 
minerals are sealed right in! 







FLORIDA\ <LOOK FOR THIS MARK ON THE 
PRODUCT) CAN IF YOU WANT REAL QUALITY i 


FLORIDA GRAPEFRUIT — canned... fresh 


AIO REIL BED ER TE 














SINCE 1922 









"y Mows Your Lawn 
2-Cujs Tall Weeds & Grass 
5-Tends Your Garden 


GRAVELY one Man Does EVERYTHING... 
Lawn Mowing... Rough Sickle Cutting... 
Preparing the Garden and Cultivating it... 
Power Spraying ... Odd Jobs of Hauling... 
Removing Snow ... 

Learn more about a machine that for 18 years 
has been making country homes truly “Homes 

in the Country.” 
keep Problems of 


7, — > gt the Coury Home| GRAVELY MFG. CO. sox 404, Dunsar.w.va. 
| YOU CAN DO IT ALL WITHA 


AY ALIAS 


TRACTOR - MOWER 


2 YR.OLD $ 
FIELD FOR 
GROWN ONLY 


AMAZING INTRODUCTORY OFFER /s 
OF AMERICA’S FAVORITE ROSES! ™AUGH Ss 


“4 To acquaint you with the superb blooming qualities, the  y My, 

hardiness, and the low-direct-from-the-grower-to-you prices 4 “ 
of Naughton’s famous roses, we make this unusual offer. 
Send only $1.00 (check, money-order, or currency) and we 
will ship at once (or later if desired) the following 10 roses: 


2 Red protieaee 2 Briarcliff 





Country Home owners immediately recognize 
the distinct advantage of the GRAVELY.... 
ONE Machine that ALONE solves EVERY 


major upkeep problem. 


You buy ONE sturdy 5H. P. Tractor .. ae 
change Power Attachments ac- 


cording to the job. With the eo eer 


“Solving Six Up- 

































(Best Red) (Vivid Pink) 
1 Pink Radiance 1 Betty Uprichard 

(Best Pink) (Coppery-Red) 
i Talisman 







1 Pres. Hoover 
1 nisi aeitade| 1 tatboate 
oile de Hollande uxembou 

(Dark Red) (Yellow, Apricot) wey Ey 

vi 
ORDER ROSE COLLECTION NO. 107 full of amazing bor. 
Above roses are hardy, everblooming varieties that will gains. See it before 
thrive throughout the United States and bloom 1st season. ou buy. Write for it 
Early planted roses are best! Order your roses now and we ‘day --It’s FREE! 
will include ABSOLUTELY FREE 1 Red Flowering Quince, 1 Pink Althea, and 
1 Bridal Wreath heavy field-grown flowering shrubs. Mail just $1.00 today! 
MONEY BACK GUARANTEE! 

If you are not entirely satisfied with your roses notify us within 5 days, 
and we will refund the full purchase price or replace with other stock satis- 
factory to you. You can’t lose—Order now—Plant early! 


NAUGHTON FARMS, INC., DEPT. R-20. WAXAHACHIE, TEXAS 


NATURE'S MIRACLE. 


By Cutting Back to Produce 
Finer Plants— More Blossoms 
and Fruit 


MAN’S ANSWER: 


























PAID 


3-Year Old Evergreen $ 00 
Seedlings for Only | Ee 
‘iful for Home Y Decoration ¥ 


Regular $4.00 Value 
10 Norway Spruce, 10 White 


Spruce, 10 Scotch sax 
Pine, 10 American Arbor Vitae. 40 in all. 6 to 10 in. 68 
8 yrs. old. a] to grow. Sent postpaid foronly $1. r 
FR 1G 1940 GARDEN ANNUAL ym 
Illustrating in color everything for 


your garden At New Low Prices. Send for this “— 
Amazing Ever, n offer today before supply is exhausted. 
x 


CONDON BROS. SEEDSMEN nockiore: woo. 
NEW CATALOG IN COLOR 


ROSES -- SHRUBS -- TREES 














Bros. Nursery Co., Inc. 
in St., Dansville, N. 











@ Pruning season's open! And Atkins 
Pruning Tools make it Coputtent easy for 


anyone to do a fast, topnotch job. Improved 
Pruning Shear cuts easy, quick —eliminates 
cramping or straining, stays sharp remark- 
ably long. Folding Pruning Saw, for heavier 
work, has correct shape, cuts fast. Send for 
FREE Pruning Saw Catalog. 


E. C. ATKINS AND COMPANY 
465 S. Illinois St. Indianapolis Indiana 


‘eats + ATKINS 


Ask to See Them at Your Dealer 


mA 









i 
| 


red, 
Pr pink, rich purple. Over 500 seeds. 
° 4 separate pkts. 10c. Catalog free. 











LILIUM REGALE 


For spring planting Blooms midsummer 
Bulbs shipped after March Ist 
Pure white with golden throat, 3-5 feet high 


3 Bulbs 25c-7 Bulbs $0c -15 Bulbs $1.00 527; 
Write for illustrated bulb 3 
GARDENVILLE BULB GROWERS 

R. F. D. 6, BOX 616B, TACOMA, WASHINGTON 























Terraces for Strawberries 


I RAISE AN ABUNDANCE of luscious 
strawberries in small space by grow- 
ing them on a terraced bank and 
stepping up the planting levels with 
wood, stone, or bricks.—Ethel 
Greenamyer, Calif. 

Grow such everbearing varieties as 
Gem or Mastodon. They may be 
planted as soon as weather permits. 
—Editor. 
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Sweet-Pea Training 





BecausE Sweet Peas are heavy 
feeders and it’s usually impractical 
to plant them in one location a sec- 
ond year, I constructed a portable 
stand measuring 4x4 feet at the 
bottom, 3x3 feet at the top, and 6 
feet high. Wire strung on four sides 
supports the climbing peas. Each 
year I change the stand to a new lo- 
cation.—E. H. Thompson, Calif. 


Bleedingheart Success 


My BLEEDINGHEART plant rarely 
blossomed. Last year I sank a 
bottomless pail to ground level and 
planted my bleedingheart within it. 
I gave it two monthly waterings 
with 1 tablespoonful of tannic acid 
powder in 1 gallon of water. The 
pail kept the acid at the plant roots 
and away from plants that don’t 
like acid. I had glorious racemes of 
bleedingheart flowers.—Mrs. Elmer 


Hall, Nebr. 


Catworm 
Prevention 


WRAP A STRIP of news- 
paper around each to- 
mato plant before plant- 
ing, leaving just the 
roots and top leaves out, 
and you won’t have any 
trouble with cutworms. 
—Wayne A. Seltzer, Mich. 





Pie From Your Garden 


You CAN HAVE luscious jams, pies, 
and juices from a 30-foot row of 
loganberries. They don’t like strong 
wind, so plant them parallel to pre- 
vailing winds. Let the tips lay the 
first year and the plants will mul- 
tiply liberally for next season. Then 
build a trellis of 7-foot cedar posts 
placed 3 feet apart and strung with 
three rows of No. 12 wire. Cut away 
all canes too short to train; this 
strengthens larger ones. Get cultural 
directions from your nurseryman.— 
Naomi Swett-Grey, Wash. 


Indian Potatoes 


Dic A sPACcE 6x8 feet, plant potatoes, 
and frame the sides with 8-inch logs 
or planks. When potatoes grow 2 or 


Along the 


WHERE READERS AND 


3 inches add another siding of logs 
and shovel in good rich soil and 
plant food. Do this for four logs 
high and you’ll grow potatoes from 
the bottom to the top.—Mrs. N. W. 
Wooldridge, Tex. 


Growing Touch-me-nots 


I HAVE A METHOD of growing touch- 
me-nots, or balsams. I plant them in 
a bed. When they are about two 
inches high, I transplant each one 
to a pot. They bloom until late fall. 
—Virginia Bogart, Tenn. 


Perennial Peas 


THOSE WHO FIND annual Sweet Peas 
hard to grow and short of season will 
enjoy the merits of the Perennial 
Sweet Pea, Lathyrus latifolius. It is 
easily grown from seed, its require- 
ment being a well-drained spot in 
full sunshine. The numerous bou- 
quets of purplish-rose blossoms are 
always admired.—Pauline Sturgeon, 
Mo. 


Cabbage in Arrangements 
I’vE HAD FUN using 
varieties of kale and sa- 


vory and purple-leafed APS 


cabbage in flower ar- £ 
rangements. I got the 


A 
idea from California, 
where many gardens use 
these vegetables. Or try §a ar 


the Swiss Chard with 
deep red stems and leaf 
veins.—Roberta Gunther, Minn. 


Tuberous Begonias 


WHEN YOU CAN’T TELL the top of 
Tuberous Begonias from the bottom, 
spread them out on moss and keep it 
moist and warm until sprouts ap- 
pear. If you have no moss, an old 
carpet or blanket, thick enough to 
retain moisture, will do. But be sure 
you know the top, for it won’t do to 
plant them wrong side up.—Mil- 
dred B. Davis, D. C. 


Wagon for Seeds 


My HUSBAND MADE a glass cover for 
our child’s old wagon and now I 
have a seedbed I can easily move to 
any part of the garden. When chas- 
ing the winter sun, this rolling seed 
table is very useful.—Ethel Bangert, 
Calif. 


The Fragrant Path 


FoR FRAGRANCE ALONG the garden 
path, try some of the following an- 
nuals: Candytuft, stocks, Sweet 
Peas, mignonette, sweet-sultan, 
Flowering Tobacco, double nas- 
turtium, petunia, angels-trumpet, 
pinks, abronia, scabiosa, verbena, 
Evening-scented Stocks, and Sweet 
Alyssum.—Mrs. J. W. Matlock, 
Wash. 


Transplanting From Cans 


CuT BOTH ENDS ouT of some No. 1 
tin cans. Place them in a wooden 
box with a layer of ashes on the bot- 
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EDITORS EXCHANGE TIPS 


tom. Fill cans with rich soil. Trans- 
plant little plants in cans, leave till 
roots are strong. Cut around the in- 
side of the can with an old knife, re- 
move, plant. I never lose a plant.— 
Mrs. W. H. Lacy, Ga. 


Sowing Fine Seeds 


It’s ADVISABLE to plant fine seed in 
clay pots. To the seed add five times 
their bulk of fine, dry sand; mix. 
Scatter the seed over prepared soil 
in the pots. Thinly cover them, and 
place the pot in a pan of water until 
the soil is thoroly moistened. Planted 
this way, tiny seeds germinate evenly 
and watering is made simple.—Mrs. 


E. E. Grebenstein, N. J. 
Reck-Garden Seedlings 


PANSIES, VIOLAS, and other rock-gar- 
den plants are sown in tiny hotbeds 
between rocks in our rock garden. 
Earth is heaped up around the little 
seedbed and a small pane of glass 
fitted over it. In this way our plants 
get an early start and we have no 
transplanting.—Camille Kenely, 
Minn. 


Divide and Prune 
Perennial Asters 


Root APHIS OFTEN flourish in 
clumps of perennial asters, so divide 
the plants when they’re four inches 
high and plant four or five in a 
group. Tall-growing sorts, pruned 
in summer before buds form, give 
more compact plants and prolific 
bloom.—Lula Egan Quinlan, Okla. 


Garden Labels 


WHEN A GARDEN LABEL is needed in 
an emergency, break apart a spring 
clothespin, write on it with indelible 
ink. Wrap the end of a 12-inch 
length of wire around the groove, 
and you’ll have a standing marker, 
legible for at least a year.—Ed An- 
derson, Maine. 


Sod for Seed-Sowing 


To GROW PLANTS 
which object to 
transplanting but 
must be started 
early, turn thick 
sod upside down 
in boxes and cut into squares or 
cubes of a suitable size for the kind 
of seed and length of time before 
setting out; and then plant seeds in 
the center of each square. The sod 
will hold the earth together so that 
the cubes can be transplanted with- 
out disturbing the roots.—N. H. 
Wilmering, Ont. 


Vinea Needs Clipping 





My THRIFTY BED of blue vinca 
wasn’t a burst of blue blossoms 
as I had hoped. Building operations 
placed refuse on half the bed. To 
clean the area, the vinca was clipped 
close to the ground. It leafed out 
fully next spring and was blue with 
the blossoms. Advice: clip your vin- 


Carden Fath 


SEE OUR GUARANTEE TO YOU .. Hele. . PAGE 113 


ca for blossoms.—Mary A. Smith, 
Wis. 


Tomato Support 


AT Last here are some 
tomato stakes that don’t 
disappear year after 
year. Set one end of a 
6-foot 4x4 post, 20 in- 
ches into the ground 
near a corner of the 
garden. Nail a series of 
cross-bars on the upper 
half of the post like 
cross-arms on a telephone pole. Set 
one tomato plant on each of the four 
sides of the post, a foot away. As the 
vines grow, tie them to the cross- 
bars. By feeding or exchanging the 
soil near the post, this device will do 
service year after year.—H. F. Sells, 


Ohio. 
Rooting 

cuttings. Take a ,_ sa 
10-inch bulb pan, 


Cuttings 

place in the bottom a handful of 
gravel for drainage, add a 2-inch 
layer of peatmoss and 1 inch of 
clean, sharp sand. Now place a 24%- 
inch pot in the center, filling sand 
around it to within 4% inch of the 
top. The pot provides a reservoir for 
watering and peatmoss holds mois- 
ture.—Margaret Mackenzie, Conn. 


Shady Border 
in Green and White 








HERE’s a conven- 
ient way to handle 
small quantities of 


AT THE SHADED EDGE of the terrace 
where we sit in the evening I have 
worked out a hardy border that de- 
lights me with its constant succes- 
sion of bloom and good foliage. 

Since white flowers are most effec- 
tive at night and more likely to be 
fragrant, it is almost all in white. 

A strip of ground 3 feet wide was 
first made rich and mellow with 
woods soil and plant food. Down the 
middle of this and 15 inches apart I 
set clumps of the August Plantain- 
lily (Funkia plantaginea grandiflora) 
with a group of Poet Narcissus half- 
way between each clump. 

Staggered with the White Funkias 
and 15 inches farther front were 
clumps of the lavender-flowered 
Funkia lanceolata and between them 
drifts of snowdrops (galanthus). 

The whole was bordered with 
white violas. The back of the border 
alternated white phlox, Mrs. Jenkins, 
and Anemone japonica Whirlwind. The 
flowers that held the picture were: in 
April, snowdrops; May, narcissus; 
June, violas; July, phlox; August, 
White Funkia; September, F. lanceo- 
lata; October, anemones. The violas 
bloomed from June to frost. 

This border would work just as 
well on the north side of a house 
with a shrubbery background.— 
Helen Field Fischer, Iowa. 





Flower lovers— use ZOOM Vitamin 


B, Solution for amazing results with 
cut flowers, potted plants, gardens, 
shrubs, lawns! The application of 
Vitamin B, for plant growth was 
scientifically developed at the Cali- 
fornia Institute of Technology, 
Department of Plant Physiology, in 
Pasadena. ZOOM is Vitamin B), in 
liquid form, the identical product! 
Hundreds of amazing experiments 
with Vitamin B, are scientifically 
documented in the laboratory rec- 
ords of the California Institute of 
Technology. Growers all over the 
country are packing the mails with 
breath-taking accounts of what 
ZOOM did for them. Primroses 
doubled their size in a month . . . rho- 
dodendrons that transplanted per- 
fectly though the weather was 
scorching dry...5 inch rosebuds... 
giant day lilies with 7 foot stems! 





Plants need this essential vitamin, 
Not more than 2% of all plants tested 
produce enough B), unaided. ZOOM 
supplies it—in its tested, original, 
concentrated liquid form. Growth is 
amazingly stimulated when plants 
are watered twice a week with only 
8 drops of ZOOM Vitamin B; to a 
gallon of water. 

No refrigeration. No fussy mixing. 


Just water with ZOOM—and thrill 


at results! 


$1 BRINGS YOU 2 02. 
DROPPER-TOP BOTTLE 


Enough ZOOM to vita- 
mize 250 gallons of water! 
Enough to last months. 
Send for a bottle! Know 
the thrill other flower lov- 
ers are getting. If your 
flowers and plants lack this 
essential growth vitamin— 
as thousands of growing 
things do—you'll see re- 
markable results. Full di- 
rections enclosed. Pin a 


dollar to the coupon—now. ) 








Attach $1 to this coupon— Mail today to 

Horticultural Division, 

Nutrition Research Laboratories, Inc. 

332 S. Michigan Ave., Dept. BH-2, Chicago 
Enclosed please find $1 for which send, 

pre-paid, a 2 oz. dropper-top bottle of ZOOM 

Vitamin B1 with directions. 


PE iv ud idduvcnasevboanwecandenedscant 


EN ee BUND. 00th i640 0000 
Dealers! Write for Introductory Offer! 
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bit, shall we say—‘‘shabby.” 
OTHER NEW ROSES 


There’s all the amazingly new Horvath 
Setigera Hybrids. The real Vikings of 
rosedom in their sturdy growth, and 
freedom from disease. 

There are climbers—one has blooms 6 
inches across—dooryard and hedge Roses. 
Many are shown in the catalog in full 
color photo illustrations. You can’t go 
wrong on a single Wayside Rose. 





PAT. REG. 





Pink Rose 
Sterling 


Honestly believe Sterling is the finest 
brilliant pink long-stemmed rose there is. 
Perfect in shape, deliciously fragrant, and 
apparently disease proof. No matter how 
hot the sun, Sterling’s pink doesn’t fade. 
Regardless of what favorite pink rose you 
may have, Sterling will make it look just a 






ROSE 
STERLING 


Each $1.25 doz. $12.50 


NEW FREE CATALOG 


Go to any book store, offer any money 
yes will, and you can’t buy any single 

ook that includes the cultural directions 
and the floral helps like in our new catalog. 
But you must send five 3 cent stamps for 
parcel post or if prefer we will send 
it 25¢ express collect. Don’t forget that 
it’s freely illustrated in beautiful true 





Wayside Gardens 


16 Mentor Ave. 


full color cuts. 


Mentor, Ohio 


























HENDERSON’S 

SEED & PLANT 

CATALOG 
FREE! 


Write Today 
for this 
Beautiful 
and a 
Catalog 


The New 





FLOWER SENSATION! 
HENDERSON’S GREATER GLORIES 


(Ilustrated on Catalog Cover) 


Ipomeas have long been a most popu- 
lor annual climber, but never before 
have they been offered in such o variety 
of colors, | or with such size of bloom, 
as in this “Greater Glories” strain. 


ONE PKT. EACH OF =. BEAUTIFUL 
COLORS $1.00 
MIXED COLORS 25c PKT. 


“Everything for the Garden” 





PETER HENDERSON & CO. 


Dept. 12M, 35 Cortlandt St., New York, N.Y. 


Large Flowered 


To acquaint you with my Outst: my 
ing Sargein int you wii cowith me tand. te 
ey Nursery Items 1 will 


of Garpain Py Prices. Send cig 
wee Buc mete Ghear > NOTWERN SEED C co. 
R. H. SHUMWAY / SEEDSMAN nodose capone. 











Tells how easily you can grow 
See lovely flowers; describes 
e best new kinds; ; pictures 
many in full #3 High quality plants at 
modest prices. Write today for free booklet. 


James |. George & Son, Box 31, Fairport, N. Y. 



















AND WEED CUTTER. 
20” Combination. $125.00. 
Cuts grass *4”’ to 6’’, weeds 4” to 


18” $69.50. Sickle Bar 
type $150.00. Write 
for circulars. 


STEINER PRODUCTS CORP. 3640 Cottage Ave., St. Louis, Mo. 








Tht" for the Water Garden 
317 Rainbow Terrace 
Saddle River, W. J. °" independence, Ohio 








BE 
wouse pranrs A Qé| 


Maide,1-Chrysanthemum 
+> Weeping Lantana” Saft 
assortment of charming 
Plants in America; over 250 varieties 
Old Favorites”’ and 








Our 60% Anniversary Catalog FREE 
KUNDERD GLADIOLI 


Nearly 300 varieties of the World’s 
Best Gladiolus described in this 
beautiful catalog. New Collections 
of Glorious Kunderd Beauties at attrac- 
tive prices. er flowers are also of- 
fered. Do not wait until the rush of 
planting. Send for your FREE 
copy today. 


A. E. KUNDERD INC., 302 Lincoln Way, Goshen, Ind. 


STRAWBERRIES 


Allen's Berry-Book describes best 
Early, Medium, Late and Ever- 

varieties. Tells how to 
grow big, luscious berries for home 
and market. Copy free. Write today. 


THE W. F. ALLEN CO. 
15 Evergreen Ave., Salisbury, Md. 



















M FLOWERS > FRUITS * SHRUBS 


Choice named varieties — Pink, 
. 4 CANNAS Yellow, Scarlet, Grane Red. 25c 


Sonaenek si * Ranel.2, Phi ~ 
G LILY BULBS Peach ra, 3 he r= Tisr ppine 50c 
med ’ 
4 FRENCH LILACS Rea vik White and lev "thee $1. 00 
Pinhest ¢ quality wranteed. Any offer sent tpaid in U. S. 
EE Catalog of gains in plants, trees an d shrubs. Write now 


THE WHITTEN NURSERIES, BOX 13 SGRIDGMAN, MICH. 









A wonderful value! All best colors, 
mixed. 10 Bulbs 10c; 100 for $1, 
postpaid. Guaranteed to bloom. 
Order today. Seed and Bulb Catalog free. 

W. Atlee Burpee Co., 455 Burpee Bidg., Philadelphia 









The Diary of a Plain Dirt Gardener 


[ Begins on page 10 | 


The melody here, which expresses 
the longing for home, tells you why 
folks garden. Everyone has a feeling 
inside that is something akin to 
religion in one’s soul. Our home is 
our own. It is where we live, where 
we bring up the children. We want 
to make it beautiful. We take pride 
in it. 

So we labor outdoors, to prune 
and spray and sow and cultivate, 
to the end that it may be green and 
that flowers may be pink or orange 
and that it may be a place of calm 


and peace and beauty. 
There actually was a 


Match 6 distinct green in the 


lawn this morning. But by mid-after- 
noon it had been forgotten, for 
cruel winds blew cold and it was 
winter. So, says I, it’s an ideal day 
to hie down to Livingston’s seed- 
store and get my list of seeds. So 
down I went. 





“ . .. women present, so sand- 
wiches are the size of a stamp”’ 
As the boys and I 


March f worked outdoors this 
afternoon, I saw that it was about 
time to put a complete, balanced 
plant food on the lawn. Get it 
on early and you help build a 
thick turf that doesn’t give the weeds 
that come on later a chance. It 
would be the very day if I had it on 
hand, but I plumb forgot to get my 
new supply yesterday and have only 
a little left from last year. Remind 
me of it, next time I’m downtown. 

Brighter and warm- 
Match 4 er, and the ground 


has dried out considerably. It’s time 
to uncover the roses. For two years 
now I have done this while the 
plants are still dormant and before 
new growth has begun. I’m con- 
vinced it’s the best way and I pro- 
ceeded to practice what I preach. 
This year almost every rose seems 
to be alive and thrifty. The rose that 
dies over winter is the rose that was 
in poor shape the summer before. 
The other day I 
Match [5 saw the first robin, 
standing on our back lawn, head 
cocked to one side, watching quiz- 
zically the other birds eating the 
food we put out. If a robin shows up, 
can the crocus be far behind? Not 
on your life. Maggie found the first 
cheerful little blooms, nestled down 
at the edge of the shrubbery to the 
south of the house, about noon 


today. 
Tonight there was 
March 19 a meeting of our 


little local rose club at our house. 
The club is planning an open meet- 


ing to which we'll invite anyone 
interested, and we had to talk this 
over. The members brought their 
wives. So Maggie planned some- 
thing to eat. You just can’t have a 
garden meeting with women present 
unless you have some cookies and 
sandwiches the size of a special- 
delivery stamp, with coffee or tea. 
While Maggie was making such 
ready, after the meeting, I took up 
the slack by showing some of my 
color slides of new rose varieties that 
I took last summer. 


March 22 Tonight finds me 


at the ninth an- 
nual birthday dinner of the Men’s 
Garden Club of Aurora, Illinois. 
The printed menu disclosed the 
queerest conglomeration of food | 
ever contemplated. We were to have 
Lycopersicum esculentum cocktail, 
Olea communis, Raphanus sativus, 
Pseudo-gallus domesticus, Solanum 
tuberosum with Petroselinum hor- 
tense, Lactuca sativa, Beta crassa— 
and about this time one could gather 
that it was a menu all set down in 
botanical terms. 

After some 200 of us had dined, 
the club presented garden diaries to 
six of its former presidents, who with 
their wives were seated together. 
This included my good friend, Bill 
Lathrop, the first president. Bill, in 
case you don’t remember, was pretty 
much the founder of the Men’s 
Garden Club of America and its 
secretary for quite a spell. 


March 23 Thru the bright 


spring air I cam« 
driving this afternoon to Flora, the 
city that lives up to its name, for 
Flora, far down in Illinois, is a city 
of flowers. 

First, there is a Flora Garden 
Club. This club has divisions—a 
rose division, an iris division, a 
men’s division, and so on. Each has 
its own meetings and at intervals all 
assemble for a general meeting. 
There was to be one such later 
tonight. At an auditorium down the 
street I found a number of members 
at work getting ready for it. There 
were Mrs. Fehrenbacher and Mrs. 
Charlton and Earl Wood and sever- 
al others. 





** ... I saw flames leaping up... 
we ran with shovels and bags” 


After things were going well here, 
Ear! took some of us out to show me 
the new city park that was being 
completed west of town. Here the 
garden club has taken over a sec- 
tion to develop into a public garden. 
No great amount of money is to be 
spent on it but folks are all con- 
tributing, and it’s to be a garden 
of friendship and memory. 

Then Earl, who is advertising 


manager of the Flora Daily News- 
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CATAWBIENSE 


OR RED FLOWERING— 


BEST VARIETY 
GROWN 


Ready to Bloom 
Not small seedling plants 
usually sent in offers of 
this kind, but heavy root- 
ed, nursery grown, 
— and 8-10 inches 
"Rhod: ndron | GUARANTEED 
[2 Gatewbiense | TO GROW 
Cut out this ad, attach name and address, enclose 
$1 or $2 and they will be sent postpaid to your door. 
Safe delivery guaranteed. 
NOTE: Plants should be planted in the peat moss 
which will be around the roots of all orders packed. 
Limited number so order early— 
Plants will be shipped at proper time 
Note: No orders accepted from or shipped to California 
West of Denver, add 25¢ for postage. 














NOW-AMERICA’S MOST HELPFUL GARDEN BOOK 


GLORIES OF THE GARDEN’ 


Weclurte§ 
WRITE FOR FREE COPY TODAY 


NURSERIES, Inc 
pom Middlebury, Ind. 





SPEEDEY 


GARDEN TRACTORS 


Built to give years of 
service. Hundreds in 
use. Low factory to 
user prices. Several 
noes available. 5- 
H. P. Riding type: also 
Ww alking types in three 
sizes. Light Power Cultivator now only $77.50. 
Write for Free Illustrated folder. 

GARDEN TRACTOR CO., Box 216, Dept. 83, Ravenna, 0. 


GLADIOLI BULBS 


Enjoy the best at modest prices 

I grow the world famous Kunderd 
nations, also popular varieties 

of other American originators, and 

choice foreign kinds. 

Send today for my free retail price list. 

“The Home of Better Gladioli at 

Better Prices” 


ROBERT J. KUNDERD GLADIOLUS FARM 
Box 66 Goshen, Indiana 


















Special ‘“‘new friends” offer: 2 
bulbs (value 30c) for 10c; 6 
bulbs (value 90c) for 25c. Top 
grade. Guaranteed to bloom 
this June. Postpaid. S ring 
Planting Guide in Color Free. 





Babylon, N. Y. 


New CACTUS 


Grow these wonderfully interesting 
and beautiful flowering plants. — 
Write for my new FREE catalog, 16 
pages of colored pictures and de- 
scriptions. A fascinating hobby for 
the window gardener or apartment 
house dweller. Grow anywhere! 


aes CACTUS GARDEN 


Box 1 Hynes, Calif. 














- 307 MORE TRACTION 


LAMM LIL ALt PURPOSE TRACTOR 
Exclusive “front-end hitch” has 





oved its sw wierity to hundreds of 
‘armers, Gardeners, Orchardists, Flor- 
)s ists, Fouberyimen. Estate Owners, Sub- 


weet! hem 
Rr) Fas “EASIER =WORK—The 
—_ MAP fee , *. where others fail—also 
* nae a cultivates, discs, pulls—runs 


pum 
4 Guy pintcr_ Low: FACTORY 
PRICES Write for FREE LITER 


ATURE and complete details tod 
BREADY TRACTOR & i IMPLEMENT CO. "401 Aurora Rd. Solon, Obie. 

















BEGONIA BULBS 


for SINGLE, “DOUBLE, 

4 25... FRILLED, PENDULA 

Grow these gigantic flowering imported Begonias 

indoors, in shady locations in garden, window box- 

es, ete. Flower profusely ane continuously till frost. 

Not more than 4 each of 4 eeere cess eS. $1.00. 
3 GLOXINIA BULBS f 


80! Value Value © 


ROSLYN HEIGHTS, N. Y. 





SEE OUR GUARANTEE TO YOU 














Record, took me out to his house, 
and there I realized that I'd been 
riding around with a master gar- 
dener. It would take an article to 
describe all that he had on an 
average city lot—crocus, narcissus, 
roses, glads, with dahlias between 
and perennials along the north side 
of the house. And tulips—he’s a tulip 
fan and takes care of them the right 
way. He digs them in June, after the 
tops have dried, and then replants 
them about November. 

Earl then drove me up to see the 
garden of Mrs. Fehrenbacher. She 
has what folks told me is the finest 
garden in Flora. Here again, it was 
not large, just a city lot, but designed 
and planted with unusual artistic 
skill and quite informal. 

Back home, and 


Match 25 this was the very 


day, exactly and precisely, for feed- 
ing the lawn, which is waking up 
and is hungry. It was the day for un- 
covering perennials, taking off all 
old tops, sowing all perennial seeds, 
sowing annual and vegetable seeds 
in hotbed, pruning all shrubbery 
and grapes, digging over all peren- 
nial beds of flowers or vegetables. It 
was the day for moving or setting 
out all new shrubbery, trees, and 
perennials and for sowing early 
vegetables. 

You see, with thermometer up to 
80 and ground dried out, and rock- 
cress and Russian Violets in bloom, 
spring has come—maybe. Also my 
new roses have come, and planting 
them was the job at which I worked 
first. Most of those other things I 
didn’t get done. 

I managed to get David to clear- 
ing off dead tops from the perennial 
bed—at which he worked faithfully 
for maybe seventeen minutes, or 
until my back was turned. I told 
Donald to clear up our vacant lot 
east of the lawn, for our plans are to 
incorporate that into the lawn, too. 
What he did was to take a match 
and set fire to the grass. 

Next thing, I saw flames rolling 
up, with him and David working 
frantically to beat them out. A 
strong wind had caught said flames 
and before they could say “Jack Rob- 
inson,” had swept them under Neigh- 
bor John’s fence and had singed the 
needles off of two little evergreens 
he had on the other side—which 
I'll be duty-bound to replace. 

I ranand Neighbor John ran from 
where he was working in his gar- 
den. With shovels and burlap bags, 
we put down a barrage that finally 
stopped the flames, within a foot of 
my strawberry patch and grape 


vines. 

Finished pruning 
Match 28 back the roses. 
They are by now beginning to leaf 
out and I like the final pruning be- 
fore this begins to happen. Any 
growth that has to be pruned off is 
just wasted energy for the plant. I 
usually cut back my hybrid teas 
and polyanthas to within four to six 
inches of the ground. Some are alive 
much higher this spring, so for ex- 
periment I’m not pruning them 
back much beyond dead tips, to see 
how they compare. I’ve heard that 
in various sections of the country 
there is a great difference in the way 
the bushes will respond to severe or 
light pruning. 
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PLANTS 


Every one will bloom first year. All strictly new, 
and fine improvements. All are Wayside tested 
and proven. 

Every one is full-rooted, sturdy stock that will 
give you ample growth and bloom first year. 
50 New Hardy Plants and all the dependable 
old standbys are all in our catalog book. Many 
are in full color. 


THIS BOOK CAN'T BE BOUGHT 


and listings as contained in our new catalog. 


No matter what you pay, you can’t buy 
any single book that contains all the cul- 
tural directions, all the helpful floral facts 





AMERICAN AGENTS FOR 


PAT. REG. f Uy ’ 


16 Mentor Ave. 


In sending for it, enclose five 3 cent stamps 


to cover mailing, or if you prefer we will 
send it express 25c collect. 


GIANT GARNET PENTSTEMOR 
The only strictly hardy, large flow- 
ering one. Grows 6 to 12 bloom 
spikes, 12 to 18 inches tall. Superb 
for cutting and garden use. 


3 for $1.50 12 for $4.50 100 for $30 


Leeds 


Mentor, Ohio 





































PUDOR’S SEEDS, P.O. Box 147, Puyallup, Wash. Free Catalog. 


BLUE DIANTHUS 
(SWEET WILLIAM ) Cc 
Grand 1940 Novelty 

To eoueint you with our 
FLOWER-SEEDS, BULBS 
& PLANTS will send you 
ack seeds of the NEW 
1 SENSATIONAL BLUE 
| SWEET WILLIAM for 10¢ 
with copy of our interesting 
SPRING CATALOG. Thou- 
sands of customers in every 
State. Our Specialties: IRIS. DEL 
PHINIUMS., FLOWER SEEDS. FA 
MOUS PACIFIC BULBS. 













ORNAMENTALS 
TREES—SHRUBS—WINES—SEEDS 


Get our new 1940 free 64-page catalog. 
Complete plantings for farm or city lots. 
Special- 10 Rosesfor $1. Postpaid. 


Newest varieties fruittrees, berry plants. 
shrubs, bulbs or seeds. Write today. 


ALLEN’SNURSERY & SEED HOUSE 
Box 14 Geneva, Ohio 














BEAUTIFY YOUR HOME WITH BOXWOOD 
... the dream of every home owner 
Over 100,000 sturdy Boxwood plants. 


Immediate delivery from our Farm. 
Cash with order, Old English Dwarf, 
6’’, 30¢c each; Bush, 10’, 50c each. Prices 


on other sizes on request. 


+ tal BOXWOOD FARM 
Route 2 


Order now. 


Amherst, Virginia 








These 4 Packets —Value 40c— 


Mailed for 10c in coin or stamps. 


19 
Robt, Buist Co., Dept.G, Phila., Pa. 


SEEDSMEN FOR 112 YEARS 





UIST’S SEEDS 


INTRODUCTORY OFFER 





Garden Guide & Catalog 
Mailed FREE on request. 











GET THIS «- 
PRUNING co 








This ovthoritative 40 poge Pruning Course contoins vol- 
voble ond detailed instructions tor pruning shrubs, trees, 
vines ond flowers. Written by o notionally recognized 
horticulturist, # pots the woy to on abundance of frua 
ond flowers. Moiled to you for only 10 cents — or free 
with the purchase of fomous “Snop-Cut” Pruners, the 
Pruning sheor chosen by experts everywhere 


Seymour Smith & Sen, inc.,303AMainSt., Oakville Conn. 








Walking or Riding Types 


True Separate Colors « 100% Double! 


These new named varieties, offered for the first time, 


now insure true color effects in your garden with 
giant blooms of great loveliness 
Debutante — White 
Desirable — Violet 
Delightful — Blue 
Divine — Rose-Mauve 
Dauntless — Lavender 


anys $] 0 All 5 FoR 
ror e 12.50 
OR 60 CENTS EACH POST PAID 
Long “all out atonce” spikes 
—repeating blooms —sturdy 
4 to 5 foot growth—need 
no support —brilliant all 
double fiorets — Northern 
New York winter hardy — 
our own sensational! contri 
bution to Delphinium im- 
provement — buy now and 
have real Delphinium joy — 
a J.&P 1940 introduction 


IACKSOR & PERKINS COMPANY 
Lia 


© reas crane 
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Cherries, 
Also many NEW and 


& 
many others. Send for new Catalog today 
W. N. SCARFF’S SONS, Box 202, New Carlisle, Ohio 


Florists 


Small Farms | Seed. Cultivate — Pull Loads 
Nurserymes 
Poultrymes 


Fruit Growers 
Suburbenites | grinder. pump. woodsaw, etc. 


Viking Twins Handle a Full 
10 Inch Plow. They Harrow. 





and Do All Small-farm Work. 
Mow Stay and Lawns 

Sickle bar & lawnmower units. 

Walking or Riding Equipment. 


Power pulley for belt work with 





High Clearance — Dirt Proof. 





ng Lilac and 
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ROSE BOO 


“ROSES OF NEW CASTLE,” 44th 
EDITION, in exquisite colors; tells how to 
grow these famous roses and other flow- 
ers. Low Prices. A! rite for Ri, Cc opy. 
HELLER BROS. CO x A-3, New Castile, 











1 CYLINDER, 3), H. P. MODEL 


T %H 
a9 Inch Plow. 
and reverse, a 
general gardening and small-field work. 
Steel Rims or Rubber Tires 
Special Factory Offer and Credit Pian. 


ALLIED MOTORS ‘ conp. 


P. One Cylinder Viking Pulls 
It has 2 speeds forward 
has aot sa all 


EASY TERMS 
Write for Free Catalog 
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THIS HAS 
BEEN EASY 








YEARS 


28 years ago, a powdered chemical 
compound was introduced which took 
all the messy work out of cleaning 
toifets. Sani-Flush has been used for 
more than a quarter-century, and it 
is still the easiest and best known way 
to keep toilets clean and sanitary. 

Just sprinkle in a little of this odor- 
less powder twice a week. The porce- 
lain glistens. Even the hidden trap is 
Sani-Flush cannot injure 
plumbing connections. (Also effective 
for cleaning out automobile radiators. ) 
See directions on can. Sold by grocery, 
drug, hardware and 5-and-10c stores. 
10c and 25c sizes. The Hygienic Prod- 
ucts Company, Canton, Ohio. 


Sani-Flush 


CLEANS TOILET BOWLS 
WITHOUT SCOURING 





cleaned. 












It will guide you in 
preparing a lawn of 
lasting beauty... 
Mr. C. J. Hamilton 
of Cleveland, says: “Have learned 
more from LAWN CARE than I 
have absorbed in the previous 50 
years." A New York customer 
writes: “I didn't realize how fasci- 
nating lawn making could be until 
I read LAWN CARE.” e You will 
find the solution to your problem 
in LAWN CARE... Send for your 
copy... it’s Free. * © - . 


0. M. SCOTT and SONS COMPANY 
20 Main Street Marysville, Ohio 


SCOTTS SEED mra4ca BEAUTIFUL LAWNS / 








KINKADE GARDEN TRACTOR 


A Practical, Power Plow and Cultivator for 
Gardeners, Florists Nurserymen 
Suburbanites, Estates, Fruit 
Growers and Poultrymen, 

Low Prices - Easy Terms 
American Farm Machine Co. \\ 
1035 330d Ave. $.E. Minneapolis, Minn. 









Something New 


in Porches 
[ Begins on page 69 | 


dered; eight panels, 4 inch x 2 feet 
x 10 feet, having one smooth surface, 
and the other planished, rather like 
hammered silver. 


Tue absolute simplicity of the de- 
sign proved to be most effective 
artistically. (See construction-detail 
photograph, page 69.) A thick cush- 
ion of soft glazier’s putty bedded the 
panels of glass on a quarter-round 
nailed to each 2- x 6-inch rafter at a 
pitch of four inches from the house to 
porch front. More putty was laid into 
the crack between rafter and glass on 
the upper side. Thus allowance for 
expansion and contraction, adequate 
drainage of all moisture, was pro- 
vided. Each panel of glass was then 
anchored at the outer end of each 
rafter, to prevent slipping, by an in- 
conspicuous copper lock designed 
and made by the builder. Another 
coat of paint was given to wood and 


putty. 


lr WE were in the open the roof 
might then have been considered 
finished, but great oak trees overtop 
the house by forty feet. Some protec- 
tion against falling acorns, twigs, 
and even dead limbs must be pro- 
vided. Heavy hardware cloth of 
half-inch wire mesh was attached 
by screw hooks over the roof. 

The roof doesn’t leak. 

It does diffuse strong sunlight so 
that it is pleasant to sit under it at 
all times. With screens, it meets 
every need of an outdoor living- 
room. It cost us a little more than 
$100 less than any figure given us 
for the old-type porch. 

Thanks be for a builder with 
imagination and practical skill. 





Don’t Be 


a Tax Ostrich 
[ Begins on page 96 | 


By contrast, in a few other com- 
munities—Milwaukee, for example 
—this assessment-appeal board con- 
sists of realtors, bankers, architects, 
or builders. Under such conditions, 
the property-owner’s appeal would 
be given intelligent consideration. 
And the odds are good that appeals 
to the courts are few. 


Wit it be necessary for you to 
hire a lawyer to present your appeal 
before this assessment-review board? 

No. Unless a large building is in- 
volved or the appellant is infirm, 
there’s no reason why you can’t han- 
dle the situation. 

All you need prepare is a brief 
statement of the basis of the appeal 
—that it’s more than the property is 
actually worth based upon evidence 
of (1) what you paid for it, (2) recent 
offers you’ve had, or (3) income 
you’re receiving from it; that the 
assessment is higher than for your 
neighbors’ property of about the 
same value; that it’s assessed higher 
than the accepted ratio (assessed-to- 








LIFE is tull of 


grand surprises! 





Imagine a rea/ portable type- 
writer weighing 9ibs....with 
back spacer, swinging shift, 84- 
character keyboard, many other 
helpful features ... all for only 
$29.75. It’s the new Corona 


Zephyr... one of five fine 
Coronas, each “tops” in its price 
class. $1.00 a week (only 70c for 
the Zephyr), plus small down 
payment, and youowna Corona! 


“BEST KNOWN...BEST LIKED” 


CORONA 


PORTABLE TYPEWRITERS 


Mail Coupon! 


LC SMITH & CORONA TYPEWRITERS INC 
Desk 3, 167 Almond St., Syracuse, N. Y. 


I’m thinking of buying a Corona. Please send 
free folder describing 0 Zephyr D Speedline. 


Name 
Address 


City. State. 






















Do you realize the beauty and 
charm of Waterlilies? Do you 
know the colors include white, 
purple, red, pink, yellow, varie- 
gated? Do you know you can 
grow them easily in your own 
garden? 
Our Booklet Tells How 

to grow these lovely flowers, 
describes many kinds, pictures 
a score in natural color. Write 
today for a Free copy. 


Three Springs Fisheries 
360 No. Main Rd., Lilypons, Md. 


411 No. 10th St. Suite400 | 233 N. Michigan Ave. 
Dept. 36, St. Louis, Mo. | Dept. 36, Chicago, Ill. 













For faster germination 
For deeper rooting 
For thicker turf 
USE 


KOoToNne 


Treated Grass Seed 


Ask your dealer for it or treat the 
seed yourself. 2 oz. jar—$1.00— 
treats 20 Ib. seed. For booket or 
name of dealer, write to 


AMERICAN CHEMICAL PAINT CO. 





Division O-2, 


CREDIT Given on 


FRUIT TREES, SHRUBS 
VINES. BULBS .Etc....- 
Small down payment books order. Easy terms on bal- 
ance. Apple & Peach trees, low as 5c. Grapevines 3c. 


Ornamental shrubs 10c. Evergreens 25c. Garden Seed 
and Vegetable Plants. Write for FREE Catalog and bargain prices. 


Benton County Nursery Co., Box 602, Rogers, Ark. 


Ambler, Pa. 








market-value) ; or that adequate al- 
lowance wasn’t made for annual de- 
preciation since the last assessment. 

The franker the statement the 
property-owner makes, the more 
likely he is to obtain redress. Any 
signs of “covering up” may arouse a 
suspicion that he’s not “on the 
level.” 


lr THIS appeal board fails to give 
satisfaction, then he has final re- 
course to the courts. This involves 
employing a lawyer, and the best 
then is none too good. Unfortunately, 
however, the amount involved in 
the average home-owner’s appeal is 
usually only a few hundred dollars— 
which might be considered too small 
to justify expense of court action. 
The property-owner, in that event, 
is just out of luck. 

If you perceive during this pro- 
cedure of checking up that your local 
assessing routine reveals any of the 
defects mentioned, you should im- 
mediately induce your neighbors to 
band together in a movement to mod- 
ernize local assessing procedure. 

Information on a model assess- 
ing system can be obtained from 
the National Association of Assess- 
ing Officers, 1313 North 60th 
Street, Chicago. 


Dw you ever hear of the term 
sleeping on your rights? 

Rip Van Winkle’s consternation 
upon awakening from his protracted 
nap couldn’t be greater than Mr. 
Property-owner’s when he learns 
that he has been dozing during the 
assessing and appeal periods, and 
that his assessment has been sub- 
stantially boosted. 

His first knowledge of this usually 
comes when he appears at the City 
or County Treasurer’s office to pay 
his next year’s taxes. After his frenzy 
has subsided, the Treasurer will ex- 
plain, and not very sympathetically: 
“Sorry, sir, but you’ve slept on your 
rights. You had a chance to appeal 
your assessment last May. It’s too 
late now.” 

That’s why it pays to be on deck 
during the assessing period. 

The home-owner really can act ef- 
fectively as an individual during the 
property-assessing stage—in most 
States. 

But when it comes to controlling 
the aggregate of the city, county, and 
school tax levies, property-owners 
are compelled to act collectively if they 
expect to achieve results. One small 
protest against an inordinate boost 
in school taxes would certainly be a 
small voice lost in the wilderness. 
Therefore he can help himself most 
effectively by joining the local tax- 
payers’ association. 


Despite the abnormal and un- 
healthy way local government has 
grown (it’s still taking on fat!), de- 
spite the formidable array of pressure 
groups continually seeking more 
public handouts at the pork trough 
(and taxes!), and despite the seem- 
ing hopelessness of the cause of tax 
reduction, conditions are not yet so 
bad that the individual property- 
owner hasn’t an opportunity to play 
Peter at the Tax Dike—thru the 
right of appeal from his assessment, 
thru concerted effort with other tax- 
payers, and thru the discriminating 
use of the ballot. 
Why don’t you try it? 


BETTER HOMES & GARDENS, MARCH, 1940 
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Use the New Miracle Discovery 


VITAMIN B, 


To Grow Bigger, Better 


Flowers, Fruits, Vegetables 


Recent issues of BETTER HOMES AND 
GARDENS report that the use of VITAMIN 
B; has produced Tea Roses with 5 inch buds; 
Hyacinths on 27 inch stems with flower heads 
12 inches long; Daffodils larger than salad plates 
on 42 inch stems; Roses transplanted with bare 
roots while flowering; trees transplanted in full 
leaf without setbacks; and many other wonder- 
ful and exciting results. 
VITAMIN B is now available to you. Trial 
1 package only 25c. Large package 
enough for full season in average garden, $1 
y M1 . 
VM 11 for growing flowers, fruits and vege- 
é tables indoors or outdoors, entirely with- 
out soil or in plain sand or cinders. More rapid 
growth, increased yields, no weeds, no culti- 75 
VOtING, POMPAG.. oc ccccccsscsccesccvere Cc 


“HYDROPONICS” 


New Book on_ Soilless 

Agriculture. Tells all 

about the latest methods 

of pres for pleasure 

ow increased profits. 
rice, 

postpaid....... 50c 


SPECIAL OFFER 


Trial package of VITAMIN 
B1, tnal package of V M-11, 
special assortment of Flower 
Seeds for indoor or outdoor 
culture, and the new book: 
“HYDROPONICS” — all 


as FOSTPAID for $1.00 
ORDER TODAY 
BURGESS SEED & PLANT CO. 


221 V. H., Galesburg, Mich. 





















prices. Many Popeye wi 
exclusive fea- 
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INGOLD TOMATO 


FROM MINNESOTA EXP. STATION 
All the vigor of the North in this extra 
early Vitamin D Golden Yellow Toma- 
to. Attractive—globe-shaped— healthful 
—delicious. Slice with red ones for strik- 
ing salads. Packet 1 5c. 
FREE with your order for Mingold, a packet of 
Extra Early Bison, the earliest Red Globe 





mato, and new illustrated Seed & Nursery 


To 
Book describing everything for garden or farm. 


FARMER SEED & NURSERY CO., 223 4th Street, Faribault, Minn. 


Gant BLUEBERRIES 


A few bushes supply family’s fresh fruit throughout sum- 
mer. Large, plump, deliciously sweet berries 4% to % in. 
size; grow in huge clusters like grapes. Reach6 to8 ft. high. 
Make fine border shrub. Details in our big FREE 1940 
Catalog, listing the best in Trees, Fruits, Ornamentals, 
Plants, other nursery items. Send for your copy NOW. 
The Whitten Nurseries, Box 14, Bridgman, Mich. 


ExHipition DAHLIAS 8 for $1.95 


Robert Ripley— Purple Monarch of East— Autumn 
Great Eastern— Bronze Cherokee Tee se 
Oakleigh Monarch — Red Katie K.— Pink 
Blue River— Blue America’s Sweetheart— Y cllow 
Tubers, Labeled & postp'd. worth $7.00 at regular prices. 

H. ADRIAN SMITH, 1504 Howard Ave., Utica, N. Y. 














TUBEROUS BEGONIAS 


The beautiful flowers of the San Francisco Fair 


Easily grown anywhere 
TEN BLOOMING SIZE BULBS—$1 Postpaid 
Illustrated catalogue and planting instructions 


MILLIKEN NURSERIES—CUCAMONGA, CALIFORNIA 


DAHLIAS—GLADIOLUS 
Finest varieties —including sensational 
new introductions. Big new catalog free 
on request. 
CARL SALBACH 
659-Woodmont Ave., Berkeley, Calif. 


PETUNIAS 


Exquisite Giants of California. Reg- 
ular 25c pkt. for only 10c. Beautiful 
Catalog free 

Van Bourgondien Bros., Dept. 25, Babylon, N.Y. 


arrce PRES 9° 


Blood Red and Yellow Delicious. Cherries, plums, pears. 
Berries, nuts, grapes, 3c. Ornamentals, etc. Catalog Free. 


TENN. NURSERY "C0, Box 30, CLEVELAND, TENN. 


















SEE OUR GUARANTEE TO YOU .. 
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Florida=Garden- 
Levers’ Paradise 
[ Begins on page 98 | 


trunks which closely resemble stalks 
of bamboo. Because of its size and 
graceful beauty, the Cane Palm is 
ideally adapted to planting. 
Banana plants make good wall 
borders or decorative clumps in out- 
of-the-way corners. They’re ex- 
tremely sensitive to frost and after a 
spell of cold they turn yellow and 
droop like ancient mourners. Once 
started, they’ll come up all over the 
place unless carefully weeded out. 
Prune out unsightly dead stalks and 
leaves so that the light green plants 
will show to best advantage. The 
plants will grow edible bananas, too. 


ANOTHER interesting member of 
the banana family is the travelers- 
tree, sometimes erroneously called 
Travelers Palm. This tree is a native 
of the Island of Madagascar and the 
stories connected with it are enough 
to make any man want to put on 
a pith helmet and go exploring. 
In Madagascar the leaves are used 
for roofs, the stems for house walls, 
bark for flooring. 

Silver Pampasgrass, the most beau- 
tiful of all tall-flowering grasses, 
makes attractive wall clumps. It 
grows in large clumps with fine, light 
gray leaves. The tall, silvery plumes 
stand well above the foliage and add 
a restful tone as they nod gently. 


For a striking effect along a low 
wall, the native Spanish-bayonet 
(Yucca aloifolia) offers an angular, 
modernistic, but wholly pleasing 
background for the tropical garden. 
It shows best when massed, and the 
modernistic effect of its angular 
leaves and many-branched spikes of 
fragrant white flowers is most un- 
usual. The plant blooms profusely in 
late spring and summer. Experience 
will soon teach you that it’s best to 
treat this plant with respect, for each 
leaf is tipped with a needle-sharp 
spike that gives the Spanish-bayonet 
its name. 

This brief list by no means ex- 
hausts the garden possibilities of 
Florida—in fact, it scarcely breaks 
the surface. No mention at all has 
been made of the countless varieties 
of croton and hibiscus, of the innu- 
merable trees—avocado, mango, pe- 
can, camphor, magnolia, tamarind, 
rubbertree, citrus fruits, mountain- 
ebony, jacaranda, and Royal Poinci- 
ana—that will grow here. 

Flowering shrubs, such as olean- 
der, allamanda, azalea, jasmine, and 
poinsettia, will grow with practically 
no coaxing. They must be clipped 
every so often just to keep them from 
becoming too enthusiastic. 


You don’t have to bother much 
with seeds in Florida except for an- 
nuals. Almost all the plants men- 
tioned will grow readily from cut- 
tings. Just cut off a foot or so from a 
side branch, strip off the leaves, and 
stick the bare stalks in the ground. 
Give it enough water, don’t put it 
where the hot sun will shine on it all 
day, and before long you'll notice 
new leaves budding. 

Florida land needs plenty of plant 
food, the kind and amount de- 
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An inspiring cabin for your Captain Courageous 


built with WESTERN PINES* 


Give those young buccaneers of yours attractive quarters 


like these and they'll soon have a seaman’s pride in keeping 


every rope coiled, and their duffle shipshape 


This delightful bunk room (and the fur 


niture too), done 


in Knotty Pine, is only one of the many charming and dis- 


tinctive effects achievable with warm-hearted Wes 


Write today for a FREE copy of 
lavishly illustrated booklet full of sp 


and remodeling. Western Pine Association, Dept. 


tern Pines. 


“Building Your Home,” a 
lendid ideas for building 
110-G, 


Yeon Building, Portland, Oregon. 


*Idaho White Pine *Ponderosa Pine *Sugar Pine 





THESE ARE THE WESTERN PINES 








WATER GARDEN PLANTS 


Collection B-9 consists of 6 healthy plants that 
should be in every pool. Marvelous value—®6 for 


postpaid. 
FREE—Beautiful pink water lily with each B-9 Col- 
lection for limited time. Send $1.00 bill or money order 


—we pay postage. Write for 1940 catalog listing new 
LOW PRICES on water lilies, 


fie) plants for pools, goldfish, 





 : 4 “yf scavengers, etc. > 
OVELAND GOLDFISH FAR =a 
s x oveland, Ohio. - =~ ae 





Every Home Gardener Needs 
WATERITE (Patented) 
Sub-Irrigating Seed Flats 
WATERITE FLATS 
water from below 
Scientifically correct 
Grass-Green Enamel 
on Rust Resisting 
Metal. For Indoor or 
Outdoor _ use. Price 
$1.85—6 for $10.50— 










(Guaranteed 
ears) 


WATERITE —? 
12 x 14 inches LA 


T co., 
Middletown, "ih v. 


Evagsen nine TO) M LATO 
yer oe : SER EE 











10 DOUBLE SUNBURST COREOPSIS, 





5 each Long Spurred Columbine, Sweet Ro. ket, Can- 
terbury Bell, Kelways Marguerite, Maltese Cross, 
Deltoides, Monarda, Sweet Pinks, Delphinium, Orien- 
tal Poppy, Newport Pink, Scarlet and Purple Beauty 
Sweet William and Burbanks Shasta Daisy. The entire 
80 beautiful field grown plants that carried é to 12 
inch tops last fall, POSTPAID at planting ti or $1.00. 
10 gallon package ELAS VITAMIN B-1 inc 7 FREE 
if you order this mont 


CLARK GARDNER NURSERIES, R4, Box 7, Osage, lowa. 


RED Mariaqolds 


Burpee’s Big Red and Gold Hybrids 
Earliest of all, everblooming; some all red. 
Catalog| Cut flowers keep 2 wks. 
Sree. oe Be year 25c) now 


W. Atlee Burpee Co., 450 Burpee Bidg.,Philadelphia 














“ROSES OF NEWCASTLE,” 
44th EDITION, in exquisite 
colors; tells how to grow these 
famous roses and other flowers 
Low prices. Write for FREE 
Copy. HELLER BROS. CO.., | 
Box B-3, New Castle, Ind. 
























“EVINRUDE 
[AWN-BOy 


ey POWER MOWER 


Easiest power mowing 
is Lawn- Boy mowing. 
One hand controls 
everything — starting, 
stopping, steering. 
Cuts 18” swaths, heavy 
: growths of grass, ina 
arter of the time. 

ows a good sized 
lawn for 5¢ fuel 
cost. Quiet, easy 
Starting 4-cycle motor; 
speed selector; adjustable cut- 
ting heights; rubber tires. 
2 models, $79.50 (illustrated) 
and $110... Write today. 
EVINRUDE Lawn-Boy 
1781 W. Hope. Milwaukee, 
» Wisconsin. 





Send today for this Valuable 
56-Page Fruit Book. Describes 


and illustrates in colors all 

the new and better paying va- 

rieties of Strawberries, Rasp- 
berries, Blackberries, Gra apes, 


New Boysenberry, 
ples, Pears Plums, 
and Vege ctable Piants. It's &@ 
complete culture guide for the 
commercial grower and the home 
+ planters, itten out a 
ifelong fruit grower. It’s FREE! 


E. W. TOWNSEND SONS 
| 146 Vine Street, Salisbury, Maryland 
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TRUST 
LM 


TO CLOROX... 


its gentle on fabrics! 


To RESTORE the snowy-whiteness of 
treasured linens yellowed with age, trust 
Clorox ... it's gentle, safe, dependable. 
For Clorox in the regular laundry pro- 
cess bleaches white cottons and linens 
(brightens fast colors), makes them fresh- 
smelling, sanitary... lessens rubbing, 
prolonging life of fabrics. Clorox pro- 
vides protective cleanliness in laundry, 
kitchen, bathroom ...has many important 
personal uses. Directions on the label. 


Copr. 1940. Clorox Chemica! Co. 


AMERICA’S FAVORITE BLEACH AND 
HOUSEHOLD DISINFECTANT 


CLOROX 


BLEACHES - DEODORIZES - DISINFECTS 
REMOVES NUMEROUS STAINS. Even Scorch Mildew 
PURE-SAFE- DEPENDABLE 








537 
ret 


THE CONARD-PYLE CO. 
Robt. Pyle, Pres. West Grove 262, Pa. 





TWIST-EMS’ 


A a PAT PENDING TRADE MARK 2EG. 

aS 

Ny * Just a twist of. the 
T wrist with the handy 


p NEW 


SY PLANT-TIE 


.».and your plant is tied securely. ‘Twist-ems’ are 
dark green strong tapes with wire reinforcing that 
make perfect plant ties. No twine, raffia or shears 
needed. Place around stem and support; twist ends 
between fingers; stem is tied securely. For nurseries, 
estates, amateur gardeners. “Makes plant tying a 
pleasure” writes Mrs. H. Sands, Pasadena. For plants, 
vines, shrubs and arranging flowers. Box of 125 (8 
inch long) 25¢. Box of 250 (4 inch long) 25. At your 
Garden Supply store or write: Germain's, Hotkap 
Mfg. Div., 747 Terminal Street, Los Angeles, makers. 








Florida—=Garden- 
Lovers’ Paradise 
[ Continued from preceding page | 


pending on the type of soil in your 
garden. Just take a normal amount 
of care and interest in your plants 
and you’re sure to have a garden of 
which to be proud. 





Bugaboos on the 
Run-Hormones 
[ Begins on page 17 | 


that same year that they had ob- 
tained an earlier bearing and larger 
crop by treating tomato seed with 
various hormone powders. With 
naphthalene acetic acid—another of 
the hormones—there was a 50 per- 
cent increase in crop, and plants 
started bearing nine days earlier. 

What is most important to you, 
further studies by DuBuy on such 
slow-germinating grass seeds as 
Kentucky Bluegrass and Chewings 
Fescue gave seed a quicker getaway 
where there was a soil deficiency of 
organic matter or essential miner- 
als. Last year hormone-dust-treated 
grass seed was tested on Franklin 
Field, Philadelphia, and gave “‘quick- 
er germination and a faster start in 
root and vegetative growth.” Later 
there was no marked difference be- 
tween the treated and untreated 
grass. In another test, at Philadel- 
phia’s Morris Arboretum, grass seed 
treated with a hormone and Vita- 
min B, outgrew untreated seed three 
times over; and when treated with a 
hormone and B,, and then the soil 
fed plant food, it outgrew the un- 
treated seed six times over. Getaway, 
getting a head start on weeds and 
drouth, is often the difference be- 
tween a good and a bad lawn. 

There have been other encourag- 
ing tests on both seeds and bulbs, 
but research there hasn’t progressed 
as far as in the work on cuttings, and 
some scientists argue that “‘to date 
the only safe, practical use is in the 
treatment of cuttings.” This is their 
fight, not ours. 


Steps Apples From Dropping If 
you have a fruit tree or two, you'll 
be delighted to know that United 
States Department of Agriculture 
research men found that a weak so- 
lution of naphthalene acetic acid 
sprayed on apple trees made 98 per- 
cent of the apples stick to the trees 
instead of falling off prematurely. 

Most spectacular hormone stunt 
is setting fruit with a hormone in- 
stead of pollen. By spraying the 
hormone on the flowers, scientists 
have grown seedless squash, peppers, 
tomatoes, holly berries, strawberries, 
grapes, cucumbers, and watermel- 
ons. And when holly and dates were 
sprayed with hormones, flower petals 
and leaves held to the plant much 
longer than normal. Some day this 
may mean long-lasting flowers in 
your garden, longer-lasting cut- 
flowers in your home. 


Background Cagey old Darwin pre- 
dicted the discovery of plant chemi- 
cals, now called hormones, 83 years 

















Brimminc baskets of 
tasty vegetables, uni- 
formly excellent. That’s 
your reward from 
Ferry’s Seeds. Displays 
in stores everywhere. 


FERRY’S 
LDrted SKEDS 











FOR A BETTER GARDEN, 
TREAT SEEDS WITH SEMESAN 


Get more joy and beauty from 
those seeds and bulbs. Treat thern 
with SEMESAN. Reduces seed 
rotting, seedling blight and seed- 
borne soil contamination to im- 
prove vigor and flowering. Also 
treats vegetable seeds. Ask dealer 
ly for Flower pamphlet. ,. 


SEMESA 


10c PACKET TREATS 5 
TO 20 POUNDS OF SEED 











PLANTS ARE LARGE, HARDY ‘—neinbor'calors 
AND GUARANTEED TO GROW AND BLOOM 

PaaS sag price, ready to flower. My 
Ca es assure you a prize pool. 

"log! Beautiful new catalog free. 20 pages 
colored pictures. . . . Helpful cultural 
~*> / directions, Sead Now po BOXa-t, 
JOHNSON WATER GARDENS HYNES, CALIF. 





DON’T BUY berry plants, fruit 
.\ L ) W | N ‘S trees or ornamental shrubs until you 

get our great Money-Saving 1940 
offer. 40,000 Satisfied customers. 
Write for FREE Catalog Now! 
0. A. D. BALDWIN NURSERY 
Box 3 Bridgman, Mich. 


‘s Snapdragons 


Rust- Resistant, Giant, 2to3 ft. tall. 3PKTS. 
Crimson, Yellow, Rose, a 15c-pkt. of 
mee each, all 3 postpaid for 10c—send now! 
Rae Burpee’s Seed Cetalog free. Low prices, 
W. Atlee Burpee Co., 452 Burpee Bidg., Philadelphia 


ETTER 
















ago. But it was only 13 years ago 
that a young botany professor, Dr. 
F. W. Went, now of the California 
Institute of Technology, first ex- 
tracted the growth hormone from 
an oat seedling. Doctor Went’s fa- 
ther had been one of the first to ad- 
vance the hormone theory of plants. 

Working in Utrecht, Holland, at 
the time, Doctor Went decapitated 
an oat seedling, placing the top 
in a slab of sterile agar. He reasoned 
that should the oat have a growth 
hormone it was probably manu- 
factured in the tip, would pass down 
the stem and be absorbed by the 
agar. After a time, he removed the 
oat tip and fastened the agar slab 
on the side of an oat seedling. If he 
had captured any of the hormone it 
would be reabsorbed by the seeond 
seedling on the side the agar touched, 
intensifying the cellular growth 
there over that on the opposite side. 
As a result the seedling would be 
warped away from the agar slab. 
That is exactly what happened in a 
matter of moments. 

In the last few years some fifty 
chemical substitutes for plant hor- 
mones have been found, most of 
them in relatively inexpensive prod- 
ucts. One, indoleacetic acid, was 
discovered in urine. Another is car- 
bon monoxide, the deadly gas in 
automobile exhaust. One of the 
most recently discovered is honey. 
In careful tests on chrysanthemum 
and evergreen cuttings at the Ottawa 
Central Experiment Farm last sum- 
mer, experimenters stood the base of 
the cuttings for 24 hours in honey 
diluted with three parts of water to 


one of honey, and the results were 


most successful. 


Three Substances Best Of the 
substances, three are especially ef- 
fective for cuttings—indoleacetic 
acid, indolebutyric acid, and naph- 
thalene acetic acid. You'll find one 
of these in most commercial rooting 
liquids or powders. And fortunately, 
methods of using them have now 
been worked out in detail and are 
included in the instructions. In gen- 
eral, if the hormone is in water solu- 
tion, you immerse the base of your 
cuttings in the solution for 16 to 24 
hours. Or if the hormone is in a wa- 
ter-alcohol solution of high potency, 
or if it’s mixed with tale or other 
dust, you merely dip the base of each 
cutting before planting. These latter 
two methods are simpler, but all 
three are effective except for the 
few species that don’t respond to 
any of the present hormones. Hor- 
mone-dust manufacturers have just 
discovered it helps to dip the cuttings 
in vinegar before dipping them in 
the dust. 

But don’t fool yourself on one 
point. Hormones aren’t a rooting- 
trouble cure-all. They won’t respond 
to one who gardens on the run. 
They have to be used carefully, and 
the cuttings given a fair chance. 

It’s wise to use Vitamin B, in con- 
junction with rooting substances. 
Together they’re a triple-threat team. 
Once the hormones get the roots 
started, B, whoops in on these tiny 
roots and sends them scooting off in 
every direction. At the California 
Institute of Technology, plants pre- 
viously not propagated from cuttings 
have been well rooted in a moath 
when worked on by both the hor- 


mone and vitamin. 


BETTER HOMES & GARDENS, MARCH, 1940 
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Type of Cuttings to Use There are 
- fads in taking cuttings just as in 
r. taking tonsils. But wherever possible 
1" the base of your cuttings should al- 
” ways be one-year-old wood or tissue, ANNIVERSARY 
n which has less tendency to rot. 
- Older wood, tho sometimes used 
1- 196-Page TES telat successfully, isn’t worth fiddling 
» with. Cuttings should be stiff enough 
at - - to snap when bent. In shrubs, the 
. Book of “How-to” Gardening Information growing tip, if tender, should be 
P removed because it tends to decay. 
d Leafy shoots of herbs and soft-wood 
h cuttings are excellent, providing you 
> pinch off incipient flower buds. 
ios Usually flowering delays or stops 
ae rooting. 
ne Keep as many leaves on the cut- 
Ib ting as you can. Don’t strip them 
1€ off as you used to do. Don’t bother 
it to cut large leaves in half. Use sharp 
id pruning shears and make the cut 
d, straight across the stem. Cutting 
th at an angle is of no benefit; a larger 
e. area has to heal before roots can 
be form, and the plant is subjected un- 
b. necessarily to rot. Pruning shears 
a are better than a knife because they 
) bruise and crush more plant cells, 
ty thereby stimulating an _ increased 
os Fon a , production of wound hormones and 
of on as li ») ie ie a more rapid healing. Make the cut 
d- + Cie | # w not more than one-fourth of an inch 
as below a node, which is where a leaf 
™ joins the stem. You can remove the 
in bottom leaf, and perhaps the one 
he above it—no more. 
y- You'll find that your cuttings are PRACTICAL BEAUTY WITH 
m from one to six inches long. A good THIS NEW TROPHY MODEL 
va rule is to have one node in the sand gw AMERICA’S FASTEST SELL- 
of and one above, excluding the tip. ING POWER LAWN MOWER. 
“ ~ yen ‘seman tase ie Eclipse motorized Rocket elevates grass 
c ——- é 5 : cutting into a modern art, bringing recrea- 
to the one which will allow it barely tion and pleasure—a new ease to lawn 
ae to stand erect. mowing. You buy it with confidence— 
own it with pride. Eclipse budget service 
Where toStart Cuttings If you through dealers. 
ane lack a propagating frame, one can 
ef- most helpful book be made from an old 24- by 36-inch SPEEDWAY . 
tc : box about 12 inches deep. Put six = , : 
h- for planning or inches of sand in the bottom and ——— \ 4 
ne . cover the top with a sash of glass 
ng planting your ga rden which will admit some light, yet re- i 
y; : tain moisture. If possible, the bed 
aw ever printed ¢ should be kept lh say toa tempera- 
ire only 50c ture of about 70 degrees. You can 
n- do this by rigging a light bulb of 
lu- 4 the required wattage beneath. 
24 ERE IT is just as you’ve always wanted it—a brand new, However, fon 0 haar still ew be 
grand new book in delightful non-technical language to help you phenomenal with only a seed flat 
ya- beautify your home grounds. And it covers the subject of garden- filled with equal parts of peat and 
cy, ing from Aster to Zinnia. sand in which to insert your cuttings. 
1er It has 196 pages filled with hundreds of illustrations and the Keep the flat in a warm, moist, 
ich advice of leading gardening authorities. A brief summary of shaded spot. Remember, hormone- PROFESSIONAL MODELS : 
yc its chapters reveals: treated cuttings like—indeed de- ore 2 Rishionay 97” pour 
rt “PLAN BEFORE YOU PLANT,” a chapter on landscaping meer ti . — mumaidity, age FACTORY A ‘new thal oF Vek op tt an 
to that makes it simple for you to set off your home beautifully ecggeeee er Aotag lige westeing 2 -wlamga ance in every model. Demonstrations arranged— 
with plantings. 7 ee the piants lightly. _ write for details. ‘ 
se “INDISPENSABLE PLANTS,” all about the commonest reliable | |... Jolt on p them rage 4 Eclipse 
ngs =— plants such as peonies, iris, roses, azaleas, and chrysan- ies completely fall off - aoa 
emums. = ; «a . 
- “MATERIALS OF THE GARDEN,” about annuals, perennials, | '8) ®xcept deciduous plants, you 
me ee Y peo a fruits, and vegetables, and how to Most plants dt tan tedinieanai types 
pliant and care for them. eo a . ig 
ow, “GARDEN ACCESSORIES,” about garden pools, paths, gates, a six weeks, the soft ones 
ay outdoor fireplaces, and their construction. I When you see your cuttings final- 
ind “GOOD GARDENING,” which deals with the essentials of soil ly developing a cadiliens Soutien 
feeding, seed sowing, transplanting, and other activities. of seamen Moahe cnt tetas ie re 
on- “WHAT TO DO EACH MONTH IN YOUR GARDEN,” a sé€C- pots. Take your time. Since science 
es. tion that’s a book in itself and suggests gardening activity for muscled in, you’ve got your plant- FOR BRILLIANT PERFORMANCE, SUPREME 
each month the year ’round. eer > ? UALITY AND MAGNIFICIENT STYLING. 
im. ? s raising bugaboos on the run. New trophy models feature: * Finger-tip ad- 
ots “INDOOR GARDENING GUIDE,” discussing houseplants, justment % Automatic sharpening — Goodyeet 
iny how to arrange cutflowers, and how to keep them fresh. one pes awd en Soe 
bom Yes, it’s garden-planning time! And here’s the book that tells Just off the ge is Better Homes aie 375 bs lg F 2 pad Re 
ab where, when, and how to plant your garden. Get your copy today & Gardens’ leaflet g c 15, “Synthetic $19.50. 
from your local newsdealer—only 50c. Or if he can’t supply you, Plant Hormones and How to Use Eclipse—Prophetstown, Ill. BH3 
= write to Better Homes & Gardens, Dept. 7603, Des Moines, Iowa. je ol price - cents. It tells in de- — i omtsaiiee, eer eee 
a tail how to use hormone preparations : F 
\or- on cuttings, seeds, and bulbs. Address IM vo nesreveneseroprosstvenecsscenponese 
BETTERHOMES & GARDENS | 7103 Meredith Building, Des Moines. TT 
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Once in place—always in 
place ... No putting up. No 
taking down ... No painting. || 





Pella Rolscreens are inconspicuous. 
They improve the appearance of your 
home. Make rooms lighter. Keep win- 
dows and draperies cleaner. 
Give quick, easy access to 
locks, awnings and window 
boxes—are insect tight! A 
touch of the finger and Rol- 
screens roll up, automatically, 
Lice fee; Onto hidden rollers. Self- 
color schemes Cleaning. Made of rustless, 
clear vision wire-cloth. 10 

YEAR GUARANTEE. Over 
a million in use on homes 
costing $5000 and up. Made 
for all windows. Send for in- 
teresting FREE Booklet,‘‘The 

Destin gated Lifetime Window Screen.” 


MAIL COUPON TODAY! 



















. Rolscreen Co., Dept. 530, Pella, lowa 
Please send FREE Booklet, ‘The Lifetime Win- 
dow Screen.” Also Pella literature on 0 Case- 
ments, 1 Venetian Blinds, OI am building. 
OD I am remodeling. 














BOM oo 00.0 cedeveaeccasvecvcoes arteccceece ° 
BPMN eo cc ccccsdicsecreccvss¥ec Pe ctcvergece 
Cin. okn. cede sees ce euensssadeap o6 | eee 
D’ 
BAND'S, Sas 
OWN ROOT “Wxgates 


LOVELY 
FRENCH LILACS 


Largest stock of high-class French 
Lilacs in America to choose from; all 
on their own roots. Finest we have ever 
grown; in 86 different varieties and in 
sizes up to 5 to 6 ft. 


BRAND'S GORGEOUS PEONIES OUR 1940 
10,000 roots, in more than 100 different |GATALOG 
varieties of the best kinds, now in storage 1S FREE 
for spring sales. 


HANSEN'S HARDY NORTHERN APRICOTS 
The new apricots from cold Manchuria 
where winter temperature drops to 60 be- 
low. Hardy clear across northern U.S. and 
southern Canada. Delicious fruit. Drought 
resistant, heavy bearers. 
BRAND PEONY FARMS INC. 

131 East Division St. Faribault, Minn. 























REDUCE RISK in moving seedlings, 
shrubs and trees. Just water the soil 
around the roots with 


Patents Pending 


FRANSPLANTONE 


A balanced vitamin-hormone stimulant, 
soluble in water. Contains Vitamins B-1, 
C and other growth-factors. Lessens root 
shock, wilting, and interruption to growth. 
Based on sound scientific principles and 
thoroughly tested. Send for free booklet. 


1 oz. can 50c. 3 oz. can $1.00 


AMERICAN CHEMICAL PAINT CO. 
Division O-2 | Ambler, Pa. 





KINKADE GARDEN TRACTOR 
and Power Lawnmower 








A Practical, Power Plow and Cultivator 
for Gardeners, Suburbanites. Florists. 
Truckers,N arserymen,FruitGrowers 

Lew Prices - Easy Terms Catalog 
American Farm Machine Co. Free 
1135 33rd Av.S.E. Minneapolis,Minna. 





Bloomers on the 


Shady Side= 
Hosta 


[ Begins on page 27 | 


Grandmother’s day. Glistening as 
tho brushed with stardust and won- 
derfully and abundantly fragrant, 
their clusters of big white “lilies” 
come in loose rosettes topping typi- 
cally corded, heart-shaped leaves of a 
tone of green much yellower than 
that of all the others. 

Latest to bloom is the sleek and 
glossy Lanceleaf Plantainlily in its 
several forms, all of which bloom 
profusely, sending up dozens and 
dozens of slender green masts hung 
festively wish little notched bells of 
light lavender or white. Exactly 
right, they are, the perfect com- 
panions for one last gay fling while 
the ruffly orange African Marigolds 
and all the jaunty sunset-colored 
snapdragons and the early chrysan- 
themums are still untouched by frost. 


To Complete the Introductions: 
It’s by the authority of the Commit- 
tee on Standardized Plant Names 
that plantainlilies is now their prop- 
er name. They used to be called Blue 
Daylilies. And while in most cata- 
logs they’re now listed under their 
latest authorized botanical name of 
hosta, they were formerly listed un- 
der funkia and some catalog-makers 
still cling to that. But, whatever you 
call them, they’re the best possible 
insurance for attractive bloom in 
difficult spots in shade. 


Here Are Eight: Chosen from the 
numerous plantainlily uses I’ve 
jotted down in my notes from many 
gardens are these eight. All are suc- 
cessful and easy. How many can you 
use? 

In a foundation planting facing 
north—the bluest and grayest forms 
of Fortune and Siebold Plantain- 
lilies in front of young hemlocks and 
Japanese Yews—both a very dark 
green, you remember. 

Siebold Plantainlilies in a group 
of five or six at the feet of Goldband 
Lilies. Their soft-colored mounds 
are ever so handsome, too, below a 
later group of the vivid forms of the 
Showy Lily (Lilium speciosum mel- 
pomene). 

Variegated Wavyleaf Plantainlily 
grown as an edging (re-set each 
spring) ‘o a wide mixed border con- 
taining much bright phlox—Jules 
Sandeau, Thor, and similar rose-red 
beauties. 

The blunt-topped, white-banded 
leaves of the variety Thomas Hogg 
(named in honor of an outstanding 
pioneer nurseryman) make a stun- 
ning, tall rosette in a shady rock- 
garden niche close to Maidenhair 
Ferns and the pale-green lace of 
Sedum sarmentosum, the pink-stemmed 
Stonecrop. The flowers of this 
Thomas Hogg Plantainlily are showy 
and much like those. of the Blue 
Plantainlily, their tubes being sud- 
denly expanded and striped with a 
rich bright-violet. 

Big White Plantainlily planted 
formally at the feet of smoothly 
clipped junipers or a yew. Or with 
thrifty big clumps of Tiger Lilies 
and white phlox. Or in painted tubs, 


KEEP 





YOUR . 








(CLEAR out bugs, blights, insects and 
fungus pests with an effective 
MYERS Spray Pump. A healthy garden 
will reward you. The illustrated MYERS 
Catalog tells about protective sprays 
for flowers, fruits, vegetables and trees. 
Directions easy to follow. Costs for the 
home garden are inexpensive. MYERS 
line of reliable hand and power oper- 
ated spray equipment is the 

most complete in the world. 


Combined Catalog 

and Spray Guide « 
free for the asking. <== 
Mail the handy 
coupon TODAY. 







THE F. E. MYERS & BRO. CO. 
331 Fourth St., Ashland, Ohio 
“Pump Builders Since 1870” 

Send free Spray Catalog and Guide. I am 
interested in Hand Sprayers 0 Power Sprayers 0 
Name 


Address 








HS402 





















6 caLirornia 


GIANT ZINNIAS 


A brilliant collection that will 

furnish a blaze of color in the ¢ 

garden and a wealth of cut 

flowers for the home. One packet 

each: Postpaid 
DAFFODIL IMPROVED, canary yellow. 
MISS WILLMOTT, bright rose-pink. 
ORANGE KING, rich golden orange. 
ROSE QUEEN, deep rose. 

SALMON ROSE, a lovely color. 
SCARLET QUEEN, striking brilliance. 
A free copy of Dreer’s 1940 Garden Book 
will be mailed on request. It lists every- 
thing for the garden and pictures scores of 
new and established plants for every use. 


HENRY A. DREER, Inc. 








117 DREER BLDG., PHILA., PA. 








Pee Giant blooms 
e ‘Yopoem.5 in. across and 2 inches thick, 
weve) on sturdy, well-branched 3-ft. 
Mayme) plants. A l5c-packet of seeds 
of each color, all 4 only 10c. 
today! 
Catalog Free 
160 pages, over 200 flowers in 
Y color. Finest flowers and veg- 
5 bles, many entire/j 
ly new. Guaran 
, at low prices. 








bringing magic by night to a deck 
or terrace. 

Lanceleaf Plantainlilies in front 
of tall African Marigolds and close 
to the grand new blue hardy ver- 
bena you get when you order Ver- 
bena bipinnatifida. 

Variegated Lanceleaf and Varie- 
gated Wavyleaf as outdoor pot 
plants set in big urns on a terrace 
facing north. 

A collection of the various forms 
of the Variegated Wavyleaf and 
Lanceleaf Plantainlilies in sizable 
clumps—they’ll be wire-edged, 
splashed, banded, and _ striped— 
added for the contrast and interest 
to Ostrich and Lady Ferns, Sweet 
Cicely, and Periwinkle makes a 
most unusual and effective ground- 
cover under trees in a border where 
no tramping thru is allowed. 


Culture Is Simple: Plantainlilycul- 
ture is simplicity itself. All you do is 
this: 

Give them good garden soil, not 
too dry. Select a spot where the 
hottest sun of the day can’t strike 
full force. 

Transplant them in spring or fall. 
Replant at once at the same level. 
Use a fork when lifting and trans- 
planting old plantainlily clumps, 
since it cuts fewer roots. The long 
white roots are as stout as tendons 
and run out into the surrounding 
soil for about as far as the foliage 
overhangs. The average man sets 
his spade much too close for the first 
thrust. After that, the damage is 
done. 

Increase them by division, much 
as daylilies are. Separate the old 
clumps into single crowns, each 
with its own roots attached and 
mangled as little as possible. 

Sunscald and hail are the worst 
enemies plantainlilies have. If they 
are not in partial shade, then give 
them copious waterings if the tem- 
perature gets above 90. Even in full 
sun, drenchings will bring the big 
plantainlilies thru unscathed when 
nearby peonies get sunburned. 

They’re helped by mulches and 
they dote on generous helpings of 
humus in their soil. 

Volunteer seedlings of several are 
plentiful but seldom cut much of 
a figure as foliage plants until fed for 
a summer or two on good vegetable- 
garden fare. Seedlings of the big 
blue and blue-gray forms of the Sie- 
bold Plantainlily can’t be relied up- 
on, usually, to reproduce their par- 
ent—only divisions are sure. It’s 
safest to line these seedlings out for 
two years until the exact shade of 
their coats can be told. 

The young Blue Plantainlilies, on 
the other hand, are amusing minia- 
tures of their elders, with corded, 
dark-green leaves—small garden 
aristocrats from the moment you 
discover them. 


Like Praise: Choruses of compli- 
ments on your wildflower bed and 
shaded border will be yours, if you, 
too, glad-hand plantainlilies, Set 
them among your rare ferns, trilli- 
ums, ladyslippers, violets, baneber- 
ries, and Blue Cohosh. Group them 
in front of your Snowhill Hydran- 
geas and yellowroot for contrast. 
They perk up a bed of ferns as noth- 
ing else can. 

As cutflower material the plan- 
tainlilies are a constant source of 
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wealth. Their leaves, either plain or 
patterned, are so often exactly what 
is needed for breaking the top line of 
the container and giving weight to 
the bouquet. 

All the lilac-colored and the bold- 
ly striped ones, as well as the lovely 
Big White ones, arrange charming- 
ly in blue and green glass. And it’s 
lucky indeed that the Lanceleaf 
blooms so bountifully, for its strings 
of light-lavender bells are in con- 
stant demand to add a touch of dis- 
tinction to arrangements of yellow 
and orange zinnias and marigolds. 





They’re Crazy 
Over Cactus 
[ Begins on page 92 | 


over the fence, at least three pairs of 
eyes show up behind neighboring 
window-sills while someone scuttles 
over to Mr. Skinner’s to see “‘if it’s 
all right.” 

As their reward for working Satur- 
day morning, each one gets a plant 
or a cutting. ““They’re getting pretty 
choosy about what they’ll take,” 
said Mr. Skinner with a chuckle, 
“‘some of them have such good col- 
lections.” 


THe youngsters now do nearly all 
the work in the garden—the trans- 
planting, the watering, the weeding. 
They learn how to make cuttings. 
Several of them have already 
learned how to graft one sort on 
another. 

Many of the cactus are marvelous- 
ly beautiful. Some bloom thruout the 
year, flowers with satiny, translucent 
petals sometimes 14 inches across. 
In no other group of plants is our 
knowledge so recent and, until very 
lately, so incomplete. Some are bene- 
ficial, some are poisonous. 

““Most people,”’ says Mr. Skinner, 
“have the idea that all the plants we 
grow are cactus. But many are suc- 
culents—fleshy, juicy, or spiny plants 
grown with cactus because of simi- 
larity of culture and appearance. 
Cactus is a succulent, but not all suc- 
culents are cactus. Take the euphor- 
bias. The milky sap of many of them 
is a deadly poison. African bushmen 
poison their arrows by cutting off 
the top and dipping the arrowheads 
in the juice of Euphorbia meloformis. 
Then there is the milkbush, Euphor- 
bia tirucalli, which gained publicity 
by holding up the Italian army in 
Ethiopia. It forms great thickets and 
the sap from the broken branches 
burns into the skin of men who push 
thru.” 


SToppinG beside a clump of thin- 
nish green stems, Mr. Skinner said, 
“This is the Tuber Cactus, from 
Arizona. It has a tuber more than a 
foot across just under the surface.” 
He scratched down to show me the 
broad, leathery surface of the tuber. 

And then there was the yellow Aloe 
vera brought into Mexico by the 
Spanish Padres. Recently it was dis- 
covered that its juice is an aid in 
the cure of radium burns, so now in 
Florida and in California commer- 
cial plantings of it are being rushed. 

In Mr. Skinner’s own garden are 
seven thousand varieties. 

Why don’t you become a cactus 
hobbyist yourself? The fact that cac- 


SEE OUR GUARANTEE TO YOU. . 
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or Modernizing 


don't overlook the 
advantages of 
modern w case- 
ments equipped with 


Hardware. 


Now you can have 
these delightful wine 
dows which ty 
outward, cane & 
clean so easily and 
are so convenient at 


Dor equipped win- 
dows have these ad- 
vantages; 





A Easily opened and closed (by 
turning crank) even when above 
a sink, stove, radiator, ete. End 
injurious reaching and lifting. 
B With Win-Dor extension hinges 
both sides of windows are washed 
from inside . .. no dangerous and 
terrifying bal ancing on window 


C Take light, tight inside screens 
and storm sash... no hazardous 
ladder work. 7 

D Win-Dor Snuggers hold window 
tightly closed . . . windproof and 
—— . Casements swing 

.-do notinterfere with drapes. 

WRITE for “Things You 

Ought to Know About 

Casement Windows. Use 

coupon below. 

THE CASEMENT HARDWARE CO. 

. 403 B.N. Weed Street Chicege, llineis 

Gentlemen: Please send me free booklet — Am | 

I interested in: [] New Building [) Modernizing | 
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_ BEAUTIFUL SEED CATALOG 


The new 1940 “Gardening Illus- 
trated’’ and Instruction Book con- 
tains 124 packed pages, 52 in 
color. Complete description of all 
the new flowers and vegetables, and 
old favorites. 2164 annuals, peren- 
nials, roses, dahlias, etc. inely 
flavored table-quality vegetables. 
Full cultural instructions, special 
bargains. It’s free. Write today. 





SPECIAL FOR 1940. New Chinese Forget- 
me-not. (Cynoglossum Firmament. All-America 
bronze medal.) Dwarf bushy form bearing rich 
blue flowers. 15 in. tall. Pkt. 10c. 

VAUGHAN'S SEED STORE 
Dept. 12, 10 W. Randolph St., Chicago 
47 Barclay St., New York 




















SWEET PEAS—LUPINES 
Inoculate sweet peas, lupines with 
NITRAGIN and get more luxuriant, 
earlier blooms. Inoculation is neces- 
sary for vigorous growth of these flow- 
ers, garden peas, beans, other legumes. 
NITRAGIN is the oldest, most widely 
used inoculant—produced in the larg- 
est laboratory of its kind in the 
world. TEN CENT garden package 
treats six pounds seed. If your dealer 
does not handle, write— 


THE NITRAGIN CO., INC. 


N. Booth St., Milwaukee, Wis. 





4 packets 10c Regular 40c value 
One packet each: Lilac Gem, Scarlet Gem, 
White Gem and Valencia burnt orange. 
Unexcelled as “cut flowers,” these improved 
Zinni:s have delightf: Hy small, compact, sym- 
metrical flowers on firm stems. Send 10c¢ for 
them today! 

FREE CATALOG! Our 1940 Catalog tells how 
you can get the same quality Bulbs, Roots and 
Seeds that made JOHN LEWIS CHILDS 
world-famous as a frequent blue-ribbon winner. 
It tells you about Flowerfield’s “Bonded 
Bulbs" and Money-back Guarantee. Send 
name and address today for your FREE copy! 

FLOWERFIELD Bulb vee 

143 Parkside Ave., Flowertield, L. 1., N. Y. 
Successors to JOHN Lewis cHiuos 


i -PERENNIAL PLANTS $42¢ 











Field grown, large blooming size plants.~13-all 
double varieties including: Achillea, Aquilegia, Aer 
Platycodon, hardy Scabsomss, Dianthus, Gallardia.G hila, ete. 
at ar abiosas, Dianthus, Gailardia peo a, e' 
1 doi. & YRETHRUM and ICEBERG DEL pinihiivh Fee 
# You. ORDER NOW. Plants ped in 
SATISFACTION. A ay tb ag 
Y GARDENS, OSAGE, IOWA 
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tus can be shipped so easily and for 
so great a distance makes possible 
collecting that would be quite out 
of the question with other plants. 
Some of Mr. Skinner’s most inter- 
esting plants have come from the 
Canary Islands. At one time he sent 
$5 to a collector there and received 
in exchange two match-boxes full of 
tiny, dried-up plants, some thirty of 
them. Practically every one grew. 
The important thing about ship- 
ping the succulent plants is to dry 
them first. The method is simple: 


Turow them in a box or under 
the cutting bench and leave them 
until they’re thoroly dried out. 
Clean them thoroly and then you can 
ship without danger of their rotting.” 

Seems almost too easy, really, the 
way these cactus fans swap plants 
across half the circumference of the 
earth with no worry about their dy- 
ing from need of water. 

When they arrive they’ve most 
likely lost their roots and must be 
started again by placing them in pots 
or flats of moist sand. 


AMATEUR GROWERS swap 
back and forth as they get to know 
one another, for propagation is easy. 
Cactus can be grown from seeds, 
offsets, cuttings, or grafts. Use of cut- 
tings is the commonest method. 
These must be dried after the cut is 
made, much as when plants are to 
be shipped. Then they’re put into 
moist sand and soon take root. After 
roots are developed they’re set in 
pots or in open ground in light 
sandy soil. They need little water but 
shouldn’t be kept bone-dry. They 
may be fed a couple of times a sea- 
son with a complete, balanced plant 
food. The quantity of both food and 
water has to be determined from ex- 
perience and from the climate where 
they’re grown. With too much water 
and feeding the plants grow very 
rapidly, produce little or no bloom. 
With too little they grow very slowly. 


Tuis IS, of course, general culture. 
Cactus are the most individualistic of 
all plants. Some are exceedingly dif- 
ficult to propagate and very slow to 
grow, but these are seldom encoun- 
tered. Some, such as the brilliant- 
flowered Epiphyllums, need the 
treatment generally given fuchsias— 
shade, moisture, planting in solid 
leafmold, and heavy feeding. 

Cactus are hardy houseplants, easy 
to care for. The thing to watch in- 
doors is not to overwater and rot 
them. In cold climates potted cactus 
are often taken indoors in the fall, 
placed in a fairly dark basement, and 
kept quite dry. A spoonful of water a 
week should be enough for them. 
Kept in the window, they need more 
water, but still very little, and really 
no attention other than that. As with 
other plants, cactus shouldn’t be fed 
when the weather is so cold that the 
plant can’t respond and make 
growth. 


Bur back to Mr. Skinner and his 
group. Which way for the next col- 
lecting trip? 

“The next trip?>—Mexico,” he 
said as I prepared to go, and there 
wasn’t any hesitation about it. 
“There there are wild cactus that 
aren’t in any collection in the coun- 
try. Yes, we'd like to make the next 
trip to Mexico.” 
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FOR YOUR 
FLOWER 


SEEDS coves 


GROW SOMETHING SPECIAL & DISTINCTIVE 
SUN ROSE 


Seeds produce hardy dwarf 
evergreen plants of the 
Helianthemum strain ;once 
planted will Sowe rfor years. 
NV onderful bloomers, many 
lovely colors; give impres- 
sion of Oriental Rug spread 
out in the sun, 
Pkt. Over 100 Seeds 


SUMMER CARNATIONS 


Earliest of all, flowering 
mid-summer until frost 
from spring sown seed. 
Large blooms have lovely 2 
fringed petals in many? 
colors are delightfully fra-@ 
grant. Fine for beds bor- 
ders or can be potted for 
winter blooming 
Pkt. Over 50 Seeds 


BURNING BUSH 
Rapid growing Annual from 
seed; plants all about same 
size 2to2% ft. tall, feathery 
pea green foliage in sum-Aa WO 
mer, turning to red in fall. 8 
Can be trimmed any shape, 
fine for borders or clumps. 

Pkt. Over 100 Seeds 


AZALEAFLORAS 
A gorgeous flowering An- 
nual reminding one of Aza- 
leas selected from new 
strain Godetia stock; easy 
to grow from seeds produc- 
ing masses of doubleblooms ¢} 
all summer in a new blend 
of shades and colors. 

Pkt. Over 150 Seeds 


FAIRY BOUQUET 


This Annual, a new strain 
from Linaria stock begins 
to bloom in about & weeks 
from seed; dainty flowers 
resemblin Snapdragons & x 
in many shades and colors oo 

. such as pinks, carmine, “ 
reds, salmon, lavenders, 
yellows, rose, violet ona 
others. Easy to grow, very 
attractive. 

Pkt. Over 200 Seeds 


GARDEN GERANIUMS 
Not the house variety but 
known as the improved An- 
nual Garden strain; make AS 
strong plants covered with 
large gay flowers of soft 
rose-pink. Easy to grow 
from seed, very showy and 
make beautiful clumps and 
borders. 


Pkt. Over 40 Seeds 


All 6 for ER 


These six Gorgeous Flowers are easy to grow 
from Seeds, and should produce a wonderful dis- 
play of beautiful colors during summer and fall, 
if planted this spring. 

We will mail all 6-packets, one of each as de- 
scribed above for only 10c. 

Mills Seed Book for 1940 is Free ... It offers 
hundreds of varieties, many new flowers and doz- 
ens of specialities, over 220 in colors. 

All our Seeds are Tested and Guaranteed — 
Special low prices for 1940. Our New Discount 
System will save you 28e on each dollar invested 
in our Guaranteed Seeds. This is our 58rd year. 

Order today—This offer wiii not appear again. 


F. B. MILLS SEED GROWER 
BOX 503 ROSE HILL, N.Y. 











































McGREDY’S “as yj 


Pot. No. 317 
1.50 shin 
POST PAID 
A glorious, blushing yellow 
rose, new from Ireland. 
Has full, shapely flowers 


that bloom generously ... 
Strong, healthy plants 


DONALD PRIOR 


Plant Potent Applied for 
1.00 ,54%t 
. POST PAID 
Floribunda Rose, red as rare 
old wine. Masses of brilliant 


clusters keep your garden 
vivid from spring till frost. 








Paty Ch Offer 


1.00 


You must have Chrysanthe- 
mums for your fall garden. One 
each of anantico (bright red), 
Pohatcong (deep pink) and 
White Gull (clear white). Early 
Sept. flowering. Ideal for cutting. 
Send for free catalog showing mod- 


ern Roses and novelty Perennials. 


JACKSON & PERKINS CO. * BOX 30A, NEWARK, NEW YORK STATE 
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Send to recognized Eve 








colors. st Anniversary. 


2 EVERGREEN a | : 


TRANSPLANTS 










evergreens—low prices. 


EARL FERRIS NURSERY 


136 Bridge St. HAMPTON .1IOWA 










rgreen S 

cialists for low prices and finest 
specimens. Ferris famous methods 
of root pruning and transplanting 
make our Spruce, Firs, Pines, 
Arbor Vitae and Junipers easier to 
grow anywhere. We propagate and 
grow millions of evergreens then 
sell direct to home owners at 
big savings. Evergreens for every 
purpose — foundation plantings, 
screens, windbreaks, specimens, 
ete. Write for our giant-size 
catalog and planting guide 
eg SO iy nm in actual 





new, Get-acquainted bar- 
yo aes | Assorted Evergreen 
splants 8 to 15 in. high 

1 rooted, 3 


gias F 
Spruce—All "sent Postpaid for 


FREE ~Piantine Guide, and 
1940 Catalog. Actual 
colors—Flowers, shrubs, 
trees, fruits, ornamentals, 

















PROTECT 
"YOUR ROSES 


| From Many lasects and Diseases 
yp TRI-OGEN is an amaz- 
ing spray that helps you 

~ to grow better roses. Con- 
trols black-spot and mildew; 
kills many insect pests. Eco- 
nomical, easy to apply—just 

mix with water and spray. Buy at garden 


supply stores, or write for free helpful 
bulletin. 


TRI-OGEN 


Rose Garden Spray Treatment 
Rose Mig. Co., 202 Ogen Bidg., Phila., Pa. 





















‘wW Fruits ripe as early as July 4th, 
i price 1 per : 
Sot To intro ce " 
ung’ 8 Quality Seeds 
will send a trial pkt. of 
=* this Tomato and Blood , 
Beet, Giant Carrot, i) 
Cream Lettuce, Globe & 
Onions, Earliest Rad- 
ish and, in addition ~ 
A LIBERAL PKT. OF oF *y 
Summer Glory Flowers 43%. 
ontaining over 50 , 
different easily wn 
flowers that will be a 
grand sight for many 
weeks. All the above 
for 10c, in Canada 
20c. A coupon worth 





collection, also our beautiful catalog of a 
bargains in Seeds, Plants, Shrubs ul 
4. W. JUNG SEED Co., Sta. 17, ‘Randolph, Wis. 


JUNG’S WAYAHEAD BIG RED 














‘What, When, Where. 


and-How to Plant.’ 









Here's an opportunit 


outstanding values. der today. 


“Rat i cdasghaphadcssesssccans 
THIS Rock New Manchurian Chestnut— 


ly Beautiful Everblooming nies 
tT. guaran best varieties, 
bloom this summer. Choice 


AARGIN a red, pink, white, yellow and i 


CWO-TONE. .. 26sec reerseccececs 


to buy three 


f bs Rinse 
ei arberry 1 to 1% ft., 50c 


(L) Hares and blight- proof. Lto 134 ft 35c 





GRANDMOTHER'S 


GOLD- FASHIONED 


m rs to Zin 
§ enough to plant 3x15 ft. bed. 
Big $1.00 value for only 10c post- 
2 Also my 1940 Seed 


& Nurse 


atalog; America’s Largest, 65 
words of 


’ illustrations, 60 in color; with 
=> famous song, ‘Old Fashioned 


pace items from me. and Plent 
1O¢ R. td SHUMWAY SEEDSMAN 
« ROCKFORD, HL. siadlished 1870 








How to Have a 
Better Lawn 


(GARDEN Editor Hottes and 
his lawn experts have looked 
into the problems of light and 
air and other things lawns need 
if they’re to look sleek and 
healthy. If you really want a 
better lawn, you’ll read about 
what they discovered—next 
month. 

Also next month—some gar- 
den furniture hints; and some 
tips on planting the parking. 








Gyppsy Gardeners 
[ Begins on page 24] 


be 40 percent sand and 60 percent 
iron filings, neither of which of 
course improved the tone of their 
soil. 

Even less fortunate were home- 
owners at Aldan, Pennsylvania, who 
bought a brownish “plant food” 
from a truckman on the assumption 
that it must be good because it 
smelled vile. Small plants expired 
at once and large bushes paled visi- 
bly before the owners realized that 
the stuff was killing them. They had 
to spoon out every last trace. 

There is no anger like that of a 
thwarted gardener. One of them 
saw the man’s truck, took the license 
number, and had him arrested. Not 
till then did Aldanites learn what 
their “plant food’ was made of— 
equal parts of dirt, pulverized bark, 
and mineral oil. 

“Where did you pick up the bark 
and oil?” the police wanted to know. 

“From the refuse heap of a chemi- 
cal plant,” the gyp admitted cheer- 
fully. 


Money-making lures 


You may never buy a worthless 
shrub or plant food and still be 
swindled thru some plan to make 
money in horticulture. One wide- 
spread lure is mushroom-growing 
—which is adapted to mail-order 
promotion. 

In the mushroom scheme you’re 
expected to buy the spawn after be- 
ing convinced that it’s easy to raise 
mushrooms in any nook or cranny 
around the house. 

“Your fortune,” as one promoter 
puts it, “lies in your basement.” 

Mushrooms aren’t easy to grow. 
Commercial basements are kept so 
black that the men have to wear 
miner’s lamps. With gloved hands 
they tend the fungus lovingly. Elec- 
trical thermometers trip alarms if 
the temperature rises a few degrees. 
There’s probably no flora quite so 
finicky as a mushroom unless it’s a 
rare orchid—and a basementful of 
manure is a poor aid to domestic 
harmony. 

Having invested $7 in spawn and 
$4 in manure, a hopeful grower in 
Minneapolis didn’t get even one 
mushroom. Another put many hours 
into his “basement gold mine” and 
produced three pounds. One pound 
had to be thrown away, a neighbor 
bought one for 30 cents, and the 
grower invited his family to dine 





Just to get acquainted, we offer, 
7 choice, Ever-blooming Roses, 


2 red, pink, 2 liow and 1 
white Al six Ever- 
blooming roses cont epost 

id for only $1.0 


all two year old, blooming size. ] 


Nurse 
Catalog x and 


Planting 
Guide +4 2 


Send for amazing New 

fF) FERRIS Giant-Size 
Nursery Book in 4 colors 
—largest and loveliest 

A pages of any catalog of its 
~aj kind. Gives planting plans 


4 and shows hundreds of orna- 


mentals in actual colors. Di- 


rect-from-Nursery_ Bargains, 
RRIS EV 


famous FER VER- 
REENS, Trees, Shrubs, 


} Flowers, Bulbs. 


EARL FERRIS NURSERY 


735 Bridge St. HAMPTON IOWA 








‘PFEIFFER 


labeled, incl udin: world's most popular 
varieties. 


etc. Glorious Colors, Shing one wateaas or 


en eae tales Grant inted Offer, 100 for 
Pfeiffer Quality famous for 30 years. 


7] se DAHLIAS 


Very lovely Giant Flowering Dahl- 

ine—Cav. » old rose; White 
Wonder, white; J. S$. Beacon, crimson; 
Jane Cowl, apricot; Mrs. Warner, lav- 


ender; Rese Glory, pink; eee, F yellow—Brilliant color col- 
lection and a genuine bargain, all 7 for $1.00 prepaid. (Both off- 
ers $1.85 post ) New 1940 Flower Catalog Free. Write today. 

Box 820, Winona, Minn. 


PFEIFFER NURSERY 


Geoat GLADS® 
Northern om, got 1004 
olun, twe oi curt Side, = | 

















Plan your garden right from this help- 

ful new book of choicest flowers, fruits, 
seeds, shrubs, roses, etc. First quality j 
guaranteed stock from America’s larg- 
est Direct-To-You Nurseries at amaz- 
ingly low prices. Free gift offers and plant- 
ing guide to customers. Write to-day. 














CHIEFTAIN A charming new phlox with 
puLox 22 enchanting warm depth 

of color like a precious ruby. 
Strong grower with many blooming 
laterals clear to ground. Order now. 


Will ship at a La. 
Repuer — i2 25¢ 


INTER-ST ATE NURSERIES. 130 14 ae HAMBURG, IOWA 





IT’S SO EASY TO GROW— 


9 ne 2 


NOW—You can. have a gor- 
geous garden pool with beauti- 





ful lilies, exotic lotus, rare water plants and fish. 
This NEW Booklet gives easy, low-cost plans 
and Special Offers. FREE—Write today. 


GRASSYFOR K'n< 


349 CASCADE DRIVE, 634 W. RIVER ROAD 
SADDLE RIVER, WN. J. 


MARTINSVILLE, IND. 








THIS NOVELTY 
EXCLUSIVE WITH 
MICHELL’S 

Golden Jubilee Marigold 
(Early Dwarf; Chrys- 
anthemum- Flowered) 
Produces large double 
flowers in golden yel- 
low, orange ns light 
ellow Aa for large 


















packet. 
MICHELL’ SEED HOUSE 
*hiladelphia, Pa 
GOVE’S Soox 
E BOOK 
Valuable 80-page illustrated ide to 
Gladiolus culture. Shows 250 of world's 
finest varieties, includi amous PAL- 


MER strain, introdu 
now for full details of my latest 


Special $1.25, $2 and $3 Offers 


summer, write now for your book. 


by me. Write 


made bigger and more selective than 
my ever for 1940. Many high-priced varie- 
wees ties now included in these low-cost Gove 
aay Specials. For gorgeous glad blooms next 











AAs 





COLORS Son. Blue Whi ; 
0: wie, Sic bis ad adie ‘Phils, Pa. 


on the third at a cost of $14.05. 

There’s little money to be made 
by an amateur in horticulture, and 
little to be saved by purchasing 
plants from a troubadour, no matter 
how enchanting his song. 


Practically all the actual case his- 
tories from which this article was 
pee are to be found in the 

les of Better Business Bureaus from 
coast to coast. Thru constant inter- 
change of information in _ corre- 
spondence and bulletins the swin- 

ler’s itinerary is frequently antici- 

ated and your Bureau may have 
information, before he arrives, 
about the gyp who worked his fraud 
ina acigthesing city last week but 
who departed before the police 
could catch up with him. 

A telephone inquiry to your local 
Bureau can’t do an honest man any 
harm, but it may serve to identify 
and locate some crook who is 
wanted elsewhere. If a man is dis- 
honest, your money will be saved, 
and if he is honest you’ll receive re- 
assurance of that fact. Use your Bet- 
ter Business Bureau. It is to your ad- 
vantage. There is never any charge 
for its services.—EDITOR. 





Bugaboos on the Rup- 


Coldframes 
[ Begins on page 19 | 


sow slow-to-germinate seeds—such as 
lobelia, verbena, forget-me-not, and 
stock—as early as January. Peren- 
nials, however, must be sown when 
they set their seeds. June is the usual 
month. They’re potted when large 
enough to handle and carried over 
the winter in the coldframe in readi- 
ness for planting out. 

Annuals may also be sown in Au- 
gust for winter forcing. What could 
be more refreshing than to have pots 
of mignonette, ageratum, marigolds, 
and snapdragon blooming in the 
house when it’s dismal outside? 

After sowing, I water my seed 
flats by immersion, then sprinkle a 
little powdered charcoal over the 
top to prevent mildew, and then lay 
a sheet of heavy brown paper placed 
on top to prevent evaporation and 
to shut out the light while germina- 
tion is in progress. The flats are then 
placed in the coldframe on the sand. 

As soon as the seedlings appear, 
the paper must be removed and the 
flats gradually brought into the 
light. For shading I have some old 
chintz draperies. 


How to Water Only by experience 
can one judge how often to water. 
On some rainy days it’s not neces- 
sary to water at all; when the warm 
spring days come, it’s sometimes 
necessary to water several times. 

Watering by immersion is safest, 
but I regulate the garden-hose noz- 
zle to a fine mist; this is a very easy 
method and has the advantage of 
keeping the surrounding sand damp 
and the roots moist after the surface 
of the pots dries. 

When the seedlings have their first 
true leaves and are large enough to 
be handled, they’re ready to be 
potted in the smallest-sized pots. The 
pots, previously soaked 24 hours in 
water, have a small piece of crock 
placed over each drainage hole and 
are nearly full of a mixture of half 
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LACK LEAF 40° 


@ Don’t be discouraged by 
insect pests. Get a bottle of 
“Black Leaf 40.” One ounce 
makes six gall ons of effective spray. 
Kills both by contact and by fumes. 


Kills Aphis, Leafhopper, 
Young Sucking Bugs 
Directions on label and leaflets describe 
its many uses and how to obtain a maxi- 
mum effectiveness. Ask your dealer. 


Insist on yy factory sealed 
p “ or full strength. 4002 








CHEMICAL CORPORATION, 
INCORPORATED 
‘) LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY 


— 
LOOK FOR THE LEAF ON THE PACKAGE 
















wees .c2,Universal 
~4 Earn 
J work less Tractor 


4 You plow, disc, cultivate, mow, 
with © haul, do belt work, for about 33¢ 
a 2 Safe, trouble-free long 

lift, new reverse, 

hundreds used. Save t by buying 
wo weeks trial. 

FREE catalog Write today. 
PIONEER MFG. CO. 
Dept. U-30 West Allis, Wis- 








Introductory offer 3 and 4 yr- 
transplanted trees 4 to 10” tall— 
10 Red Spruce, 10 European Larch, 
10 White Spruce, 10 Jack Pine, 10 
Avstrian Pine—all 50 guar. to live 
$3. Postpaid. (6 x 6 ft. space will 
start all 50) Special Offer—10 Colo. 
Blue Spruce, 4 yr. transpitd. 3 to 
6” tall—only $1 postpaid. Small 
evergreen trees by millions. (West 
of Mississippi add 15c.) Free illus. 
price list. All Trees Guaranteed 
to Live. 

WESTERN MAINE FOREST NURSERY 


Box £30 Fryeburg, Maine 
200 WHITE ZINC Plant tabels and $1 
Weatherproof Pencil prepaid 


Length 6 in. name space ‘in. x 3 in. 2 doz. 20c 
EVERLASTING LABEL CO., E. Elm St., Paw Paw, Mich. 


RARE HARD Azaleas, Rhododendrons, 

Evergreens, Yews, Flower- 
ing Trees, Shrubs, Japanese Maples, Magno- 
lias, Pink Dogwoods, 10 to 75 cents each, send 
for list. American Holly 6-8” $5.00 per 100. 
Alanwold Nursery, Neshaminy, Pennsylvania. 


GLADIOLUS 
PROVEN VARIETIES for the HOME GARDEN 
FREE DESCRIPTIVE LIST 
A postcard will bring it. 


SHEPHERD’S GARDEN 


4011 E. Douglas Ave. Des Moines, lowa 


3 ELQUSTE VESPER IRS 3 Qe 


flowers. Bloom 4 weeks. Three 
dimes are convenient for mailing. Stamps ac- 
cepted. Catalog of world’s finest iris, free. 
Jardin Des Iris, Dept. B3, Battle Creek, Mich. 























“Fool-Proof”’ Roses ~,2= = 


of our easy 

growers and met com ete satisfaction. Our Blue 
Book tating ob varieties sent free. Gives 
—-_ in ormation and helps. We are rose 
Write us. © MELVIN E. WYANT. 

Rose ‘Speciatist. Box. 115, MENTOR, OH 














100 blooming size bulbs of Picar- 
dy. me ee oe best glad, also one 
b of a new variety for $1 


eon Ask for free catalog 
of Glads, PE on and Iris. 


GELSER BROS., Box Y, DALTON, N. Y. 


Immense, fragrant white blooms, easy 
to grow. Guaranteed to bloom. 
3 Bulbs 25c: IS for $1; postpaid. 


Seed Catalog Free. Low prices. 


W. Atlee Burpee Co., 454 Burpee Bidg., Philadelphia 


MAINE GROWN DAHLIAS 


I grow only the best prize winning varieties. 
Roots low priced. Send for free catalog. 


LOMBARD’S DAHLIA GARDENS, Portiand Rd., Saco, Maine 
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rich soil and half leafmold, with a 
little plant food added. I make a hole 
in the center of each pot of soil with 
a short stick. Then I dampen the 
seedlings to be transplanted so that 
the roots loosen easily. I set a seed- 
ling in each pot, press the soil around 
it, and place the pot in water which 
reaches halfway up the pot. When 
the soil looks damp on top, I remove 
it and put a little damp peatmoss 
around the seedlings to retain mois- 
ture. A little dusting with zinc oxide 
from the drugstore helps prevent 
tiny plants from damping-off. 

These potted seedlings are now 
ready for the coldframe. Each pot is 
pressed into the sand so that it'll 
absorb the moisture in the sand. 

By following this method you’re 
well on your way to a magnificent 
display of summer blossoms, and a 
good month ahead of the season, too. 


Start Bulbs for Winter Forcing 
By planning your seed-sowing, you 
can have a succession of bloom in 
your garden all summer long. 
Clumps of perennials easily winter- 
killed can be potted up and carried 
over in the coldframe for planting 
out the following season. Bulbs can 
be potted and buried in the sand in 
readiness for winter houseplants. 
Cuttings can be made of your favor- 
ite plants and shrubs and multiplied 
into many new plants. 

As I said, to my mind a coldframe 
is the greatest fun of all gardening. 
It’s a daily thrill to peep in and see 
your baby seedlings defying the 
weather. And the money-saving op- 
portunities are considerable. 





No Build-y Aches 


Want to know how to build 
a house without work, worry, 
or weeping? It can be done. 
FRAZIER HUNT says so. In 
fact, he shows you the result, 
too... in next month’s Better 
Homes & Gardens. 

Also, next month, RAY 
GILES, too, tells you how to 
save yourself some aches and 
pains and grief—by reading 
directions. 

















GUARANTEED 


as advertised in Better Homes & Gardens 
Our Guarantee to You 


Better Homes & Gardens guarantees 
that your money will be returned or 
that satisfactory adjustment will be 
made if you purchase any article ad- 
vertised in this issue and it is not as 
represented in the padvertisement. 
The complaint, investigation of 
which will be instituted promptly, 
must be submitted to us within one 
year after the advertisement appears. 
If the article is purchased thru the 
mails it is a condition of our guar- 
antee that you shall have mentioned 
Better Homes & Gardens at the time 
the purchase was made. 
















If you have read about growing 5-inch Tea Roses, 
Daffodils bigger than a salad plate, Snapdragons 
6% feet high, transplanting a baby rambler rose 
with 65 buds on it without losing a bloom—you 
know about the miracles that plant scientists and 
amateur gardeners have performed using Vitamin 
B1. But have you tried it youself? If you have an 
indoor or outdoor garden, we invite you to try 
Mirakle-Gro (Vitamin B1) at our risk—right in 
your own soil and climate—without risking one 
penny of your money. 


Mirakle-Gro 


PURE CRYSTALLINE VITAMIN 


Remember we are offering Genuine Mirakle- 
Gro—the pure crystalline, powdered form. 
Mirakle-Gro is furnished with a complete 
kit for mixing 1,600 gallons of watering solution 
(season's supply for small garden) with simple di- 
rections for use, ete. Try it on your own plants 
shrubs, seedlings, and bulbs—give it a 90-day tris al 
on our Money-Back Guarantee. 

Chances are that you will have the same surprising 
results as reported by gardeners in all sections of 
the U. S., and get much greater enjoyment from 
gardening than before. Read the complete story in 
the February issue of Better Homes & Gardens. Just 
fill out and mail the coupon below. Send No Money 
—pay the postman on delivery. Your dollar back 
if not satisfied after 90 days’ trial. 


Mirakle-Gro Company, 
Dept. 25, Albany, N. Y. 




























Mirakle-Gro Co., Dept. 25, Albany, N. Y. 


Please send me Complete Mirakle-Gro Kit with liberal 
supply Vitamin Bi, equipment for making 1,600 gals. i 
watering solution, directions, etc. I will pay the postman 

$1 plus postage and C. O. D. costs. 
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Paste Coupon on Postcard 
Save time and prison. Copy or 
paste coupon on 5. penny post 
card, address and mail today. 


City.. State 
| 0) Check here if $1 is enclosed. We pay postage if cash I 
with order. 


































Everblooming 
Roses}22 


PREPAID 


3 PINK RADIANCE. The most dependable rose grown. 
3 RED RADIANCE. Blushing sister of beautiful Pink Radiance. 
2 AMI QUINARD. Deep, velvet, blackish-red. Loads of big, 
fragrant blooms on long, strong stems. 
: TALISMAN. A two-tone that is simply a riot of color. 
2 LUXEMBOURG. Rich, golden yellow, shading to copper at 
center—pure gold in your garden! 
FREE—TWO BEAUTIFUL CLIMBERS 
Send only $2.95 and we will ship you, PREPAID, our spe 
cial Garden No. 9, above—12 plants in all—GUARANTE 
to LIVE and BLOOM. And what plants! Big, rugged, heavy- 
rooted roses—the very cream of the crop from famous Tyler, 
Texas—w te supplies half of America’s roses every year. 
ORDE OW and we will include one dazzling Paul’s 
Scarlet Climber ope one, Cc as ——— FREE, if 
your order is received before March 31st ipment now 
10 ROSES 3 1 or later... but ORDER NOW! 4 ; 
BARGAIN OFFERS—FREE ROSES . . listed in our Spring 
catalog folder; many popular varieties, old and new. 


TYTEX ROSE NURSERIES, Dept.8, Tyler, Texas 


PORTABLE 
GREENHOUSE 


Now this attractive and popular English Glass 
Garden is available in the United States—and at 
a low price. Made of durable red cedar and double- 
strength glass it lasts for years. Being portable it 
can be placed anywhere in your garden and moved 
at will. Easily assembled—in sections. Can be put 
up or taken down in a few hours. Requires no 
foundation. Width is 13 feet and length to suit. 
Doubles your gardening season and your garden- 
ing pleasures. Guaranteed for one year against 
damage by wind or hail storms. 


The Glass House of a Hundred Uses 


Made in 9 sizes and 9 prices from $89.50 to $379.50, 
F.0.B. Des Plaines, IMinois. Cash or convenient 
terms. Write for ““Oriyt Glass Garden Cataiog’’. 


LORD & BURNHAM COMPANY 


































We can supply light stock roses 
if you want them—all popular 
varieties—10 for $1. Catalog free 





















































Des Plaines, Ill. Dept.‘‘OB"’ Irvington, N. Y. 





